Members Present: Rebecca, Laura, Sarah, Shira, Laurie, Jane
Guest: Patrick from Giving Refugees Hope in Uganda

Guest Speaker: Patrick from Giving Refugees Hope in Uganda 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Has been in Canada for 12 years and after 5 years was able to become a citizen! Born and raised in the Democratic Republic of Congo, he grew up he had to always be home before dark as it wasn’t safe to be out after dark. One day, coming home from school and really wanting to play soccer, as they got home, they heard gunshots and people yelling “Get them! Get them!”. They ran and escape to the forest, with his family and they walked for 4 days meanwhile they are hoping and praying loved ones are safe. People were throwing stones at them and telling them to go back to their country. From there they went to a Uganda on a truck. When they arrived, himself, his brother, his sister and aunt and 3 kids got their tent and machete. The first two years were really hard, food was hard to come by. Him and his brother would go to the marketplace tried to get food as they received so little from the camp. One time they got about $20 Canadian which equilvant to us receiving $5000. It was a tremendous help. After 2 years his mom and dad arrived and that’s when things really started looking up for them. Their dad sold their house and was able to bring that money with and build them a home to live in. In 2008 Patrick came to Canada and first went to Ottawa. A big shock to him was how many people say sorry and how many people open the doors for you. He started the Giving Refugees Hope in Uganda and starting with buying shoes for the kids that are there. COVID times here, remind him of his life in Uganda a little bit, people are sick, they can’t work, they’re unhappy and generally unwell. Patrick goes back to the camp and met a woman named Grace who had both her kids and husband killed and didn’t have a mattress and had a tiny house (a very small office here for size comparison). She always had hope though that the next day things would turn around and because of Patrick and his organization they were able to. She now lives in a home with kids who have lost their parents and if she had given up these kids wouldn’t have a place to be. Uganda has 1.5Million refugees and its so many people, how does someone help? But its remembering that even if you only help one person, it is all worth it. Patrick is trying to help women coming to Canada to be self sufficient, you can give someone food, or you can teach them to grow it and then they will become self sufficient. The project is to give the woman sewing machines so they can sew and create a business out of it to support them and their families. A big message of Patrick’s is to keep spreading the love! To become an advocate is the easiest way to help and something we can all do! 

Trivia Kits: 
People to purchase Trivia Kits from us. Trying to get it out in the time for Christmas and launch the second week of November. To put in the kits an answer pack, questions, a sheet with the answers, and a flyer on what is Rotaract club of Stratford. E-mail the kits out or could mail if we need too. Festival city club, dinner tickets of the month – cool intake order system online. Logistics is cool and easy to collect data and sends an email out to the person with information and payment details. 

Looking at places to donate funds in the community – think about what you’d like to see the funds to go to and support in the community. 

Rotary Club of Stratford has a Polio initiative – greatest meal – New Orleans pizza order so pizzas ordered money goes back to Rotary’s polio fund. Rotary Club of Stratford Facebook Page has the details there. Bring flyer, Min $10 purchase, $5 goes to Rotary. Or leave flyer with delivery personal. 

Looking for sectary or someone to fill that position temporary or permanently from now until end of June.  Board is helping with some minutes, and Laurie has offered to do a couple minutes here and there. 

New member induction! Laura is joining us from Ottawa Rotaract  

Kudos to Trivia Committee for coming together with the Trivia Kits. 
Kudos to Sarah for the idea of the Trivia Kits. 
Kudos to Laurie to offering to take minutes. 
Kudos to Jane – minutes, transcribe past minutes. 

Shira – World Polio Day, District Rotary Polio “meet and eat” Oct 23rd 6pm night before World Polio Day, Katherine Hahn her son Evan is joining her as well! The idea is to grab dinner local takeout and then join the meeting! 

Challenge: Evan to join the club!  
Challenge: Whoever can sell the most trivia packages gets a prize of sorts! 
Next meeting is November 4th, Rebecca leading a discussion on club engagement. To increase membership, spread workload, and do more good! 

Parking Lot: Be an Angel Christmas in July – Service Projects. 
December meeting: asks about people’s favourite family traditions. 
