Stratford Rotaract Meeting 
Wednesday November 19th, 2020 @ 7:00pm
Zoom, Stratford Ontario

Members: Geoff, Jane, Rebecca, Laurie, Sarah, Matt

Guests: Karen, Nancy T., Dianne Y., Michael Berger (from a BC club!), Cathy S.

Regrets: Shira G. 


	Agenda Item

	1. Welcome & Introductions
· One thing you are grateful for 


	2. Guest Speaker –  Nancy Totino on Beneficial Goods
Beneficial Goods – Products with Purpose
Nancy loves gifts with a story – her Christmas Earrings
When Covid-19 hit, clubs struggled to fundraise, people donate more when they are emotionally connected to it. 
Beneficial Goods – 
· to Clubs & Non-Profits – online tool for virtual fundraising, and way to promote clubs and projects 
· To the public, a trusted source of fair trade and ethically sourced products. Purchasing for a purchase, they would enjoy products, get educated (in story telling) and develop emotional connection. 
Values: conducts business with integrity, promote goods that do good in the world. 
TOMS, 10 tentree, and Lokai are similar 
Three layer to Beneficial Goods; The Makers, The Sponsors (charities and non-profits are sponsors); The Company (provides the platform)
Rotary Club of Festival City won the Photo Contest so they had 1500 to spend on a sustainable project  
Benefits to Beneficial Goods:
· Improve economic status of the makers, help charities & non-profits to raise funds, enrich consumer lives, provides skills training & employment. 
· Sustainable fundraising reinvesting profit from sales =helping more people + ongoing fundraising that eventually funds itself. 
· Get noticed – Rotary and outside of Rotary
Potential Products
· Consumables (food & beauty sourced), year-round discretionary, Holiday & Special Occasion Gifts
Shop by Sponsor, if they came to the website through a club – it would a subdomain, it would have their products they are fundraising listed there.  
Shop by Cause, sponsor can highlight a cause. 
Or can just browse Products, regular internet experience. 
Read the stories of the makers. 

Soft Launch for Valentines Day 2021, pilot sponsor is the Rotary Club of Festival City. 
How can we help? Spread the word, become a customer, get involved! 

Guest Speaker –  Cathy Schmidt  on Canada Blood Services 
Canada Blood Services – through blood, plasma, platelets, organs, stem cells, the entire blood system. 
When COVID hit, the national blood inventory was at a good spot. A lot of mobile units had to close. Stratford kept on going & having donors come out. 
A lot of blood donors still coming out especially with the uncertainty. 
Cathy is the volunteer coordinator. 
Plasma donation, you donate plasma but keep your original blood volume. With plasma every 6 days, 2 weeks for platelets, blood is 56 for men and 84 for woman. 
If you can’t donate, find someone to donate in honour of you. 
Stem Cell program (bone marrow), typically patients with auto-immune diseases. One stem cell receipt may need 1000 units of blood. 
17 and 35, you’re on the registry your on until 60, but the younger you are, the better it is for getting stem cells. 1 in 4 odds of a family match. They then look at Canada first, then worldwide. Odds are 1 in 750,000 you’ll find a match. Canadian registry has about 350,000 on it. Mixed races or minorities are harder to match as it’s different ethnicities, you need the registry to match the demographic population. 
Stem cell kit – send a kit to swab checks, drop it in the mail to Ottawa. Then the DNA testing over it. Then they reach out to you to make sure the form is filled out. Then you’re in the database. Potential match, do you want to continue? If yes, they make you do a physical in Hamilton or Toronto. CBS pays for everything, transportation costs. They get stem cells from blood donation, takes about 4 hours. They will never take more than what your body can handle. Rarely, they will put you under and take it out of your back/hip with a needle. The receipt will go under heavy chemo the day before, and in isolation and receiving blood products. 

Michael Berger
From a club Chilliwack from British Columbia “More Chill less Wack” – Saw our Facebook post and saw the speakers and wanted to join! 



	3. Adoption of Agenda
      N/A 

	4. Previous Minutes


	5. Agenda Items
· 5.1 Be an Angel - 
Rebecca and Sarah are working on recipients so far, there’s 45 seniors in need. Dianne’s grandchildren are working on the Christmas cards. The seniors typically are in need of transportation of food. Needing an “angel” or sponsor for the gifts. 

· 5.2 Trivia Update – 
Selling the trivia kits, are $60, its posted on Facebook! Share and play! 
· 5.3 Read your emails -  
We’re donating $500 to a charity of your choice, so send a blurb with it as well! Send them to Rebecca soon. 
· 5.4 Club Kudos/Open Discussion
Kudos – to Jane for taking minutes tonight
Kudos – to Jane, Geoff and Shira for Trivia Kits
Kudos – to Sarah for making Be an Angel an easy initiate to join  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Kudos – to Dianne’s grandkids for making the Christmas Cards for Be an Angel
Kudos – to Rebecca for helping Sarah with Be an Angel
Kudos – to Karen for coming to her first meeting! 
Kudos – to Trivia committee for getting Trivia kits off the ground! 
Kudos – to Rebecca for helping Trivia committee out! 

Open discussion: Laurie posted a picture of Sarah, momming and rotaracting of why she enjoys being a member, If you have a picture with a short blurb, let Laurie know! 
Sarah expressed interest in joining the Social Media Committee. 
Black Friday sale for Trivia Kits next Friday to see if theirs bites like that. All 60 is going to House of Blessing. 
Geoff is wondering if we can do something for the retirement / nursing homes in Stratford that have been getting hit hard. 
Group blood donations, how does that work??
Adopt a blood donor clinic – stem cell clinics as well?? 


	6. Next Meeting and Location
Jane Schwering – Classification    

	7. Meeting Adjourned


	8. Parking Lot
· Christmas in July: Be an Angel Service Projects
· Holiday Social – Favourite Holiday tradition 
· Way to close meetings – tell a terrible jokes. 



