Stratford Rotaract Meeting 
January 21st 2021 @ 7:00pm
Zoom, Stratford Ontario

Members: Rebecca Price, Jane Schrewing, Geoff Krauter, Laura Roulston, Laurie Brown

Guests: Nawal Sachani, Bryan Chatten, Rhiana Bishop, 

Regrets: Shira Ginsler, Sarah Merkel, Amanda Price

Agenda Item
1. Welcome & Introductions
We each introduced ourselves, shared a fun fact about ourselves, and something we’re each grateful for. 

2. Guest Speaker 
Bryan Chatten joined us from the Humane Society.  The agency covers Waterloo region and Perth County. 350 volunteers, rescue approximately 3000 animals per year and adopt 2000. Community and school outreach. They receive no government funding and are completely dependent on community donations. 

COVID Impact - no public access, appointment only.  All adoptions have moved online and adoptions are on hold with the current lock down. Bylaw and enforcement is continuing.
Fundraising and events have gone virtual or are on hold. 

Programs and events - virtual summer camp and PD days for kids, virtual birthday parties,Vets in Training, adult programs, virtual yoga, dog talks focused on dog health and well being.  Bake for the animals (community wide bake sale). To adapt this year, they’re focusing on supporting local bakeries and encouraging a donation to the Humane Society in the process. This year’s event is taking place in February. Also running an online photo contest of the best item you’ve baked and the worst. Comedy show fundraiser coming up in October. Great Catsby - virtual wine tasting. St Paw-trick’s Day - virtual beer tasting event.

Community Services - vet services, surgeries, spay and neuter, microchipping, trap neuter and return, rabies clinic. Low costs clinics available. 

Volunteer programs - 350 active volunteers, currently on hold due to the pandemic though there is high demand for foster homes.  Demand created due to adoptions being on hold.  If you’re interested in fostering, please apply online.

Bryan noted while birthday parties hosted by the Humane Society are primarily for kids, if Rebecca wants one, she can have one.

5. Agenda Items

5.1 District Updates  
-PETS - will be a multi district, virtual event this year. March 11-13. More info at http://www.greatlakesrotarypets.org/
This is a training session primarily for club leadership teams, though it’s open to everyone.  A few schedule highlights - Rotaract Member Meet Up, Keynote speaker Bowtie Jenkings (Rebecca and Laurie saw him at the Zone Conference last year and he’s amazing)

-District Conference - Save the date - Saturday, April 24th
This year’s “conference” will be enviro focused, aligning with Earth Day. Rather than joining for a conference, all clubs are encouraged to plan an event focused on the environment.

More details coming Feb 10th.  A partnership has been formed with Western University and their enviro studies department will be giving us easy to execute ideas and projects such as garbage pick-up, seed bombs, planting pollinator gardens, etc.



-Rotaract Canada Symposium - Join Rotaractors from across the country for a virtual conference for Rotaractors, by Rotaractors. “This ain’t your granddaddy’s Rotary conference!
https://www.rotaractcanada.org/conference

Also - new Rotaract swap can be purchased here: https://shop.spreadshirt.ca/rotaractcanada/


5.2 Coldest Night of the Year 
Walk is now virtual, meaning we can either walk independently on our own, or walk separately in the same area (we’ll wave at each other :) ) Join the Walkin’ Rockin’ Rotaractors team here: https://secure.e2rm.com/registrant/TeamFundraisingPage.aspx?teamID=934053


5.3  Club Kudos/Open Discussion 
Rebecca -Kudos to Laurie for taking minutes, district updates, CNOY
Rebecca - Kudos to Shira - awesome graphic for upcoming open house
Jane -Kudos to Shira & Laurie for Excel support
Jane - Kudos to Nawal for coming back and Rhiana for joining us

6. Next Meeting - Wednesday, February 3, 2021 on Zoom

      
7. Meeting Adjourned at 8:10pm with a dance party send off.

8. Parking Lot
Christmas in July: Be an Angel Service Projects
L’Arche Fundraiser 
Laurie and Rebecca on Rotaract and Rotary
 


