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Stratford Rotaract Meeting 
September 7, 2022 at 7:00pm 
Upper Queens Park
55 Queen Street, Stratford, On
Stratford Members:  Nawal, Steph, Geoff, Jane

Guests: Alexa 

Regrets: Laurie Brown, Rebecca Price, Sarah Merkel 

	Agenda 



	1. Welcome  
· Introductions 
· One thing you are grateful for 


	Guest Speaker 
· Nawal Sachani
· Classification 
· Born in India, but father worked in Oman (near Dubai) so she traveled a lot between the two different countries
· Nawal means a gift, she is a gift even though she wasn’t born as a boy (she has an older sister) and she has in total four siblings
· When she was 10 her father passed, and the family responsibility then was passed to her uncles. 
· since childhood she felt like an adult, being responsible without a dad and 
· In Grade 12 she was barely 18 years and she was getting married proposals, as her uncles were trying to arrange a marriage for her. Nawal met some from US who offered her a green card and everyone told her to go but she said no, she wanted to study and get an education. Her mother backed her up, as Nawal says she wants to study so she will study - she doesn’t have to tell her uncle no 
· After her first education degree in 20/21 (psychology) she had another proposal and she met the boy and was very tough on him (like the others!) 8 months later he came back and wanted to go ahead with the marriage which made Nawal happy! During her exam prep they were also doing marriage prep. Nawal did her exam and 2 weeks later got married. After her marriage she had to stay one year (didn’t think it would take that long!) before she could join her husband in the UK. So she did some courses to pass the time, she wishes she did another program but everyone didn’t think the process would take a year
· Once she got to the UK her husband said she could keep studying - so she did business administration. 
· After one year in the UK they then went back to India to help with her in-laws but her husband wasn’t in love in India. She wanted to stay back to study, so she applied for a Masters in English Literature. In 2nd year she had her first child, a boy! 
· worked with a monastery group to volunteer 
· Then had her other child, a baby girl! At that time they found out Canada, Australia and Germany were taking immigrants but Canada had PR status. Husband said he wanted to go far away from people as he is an introvert. Because of Nawal’s masters education that was how they could get PR in Canada.
· The PR process was really quick, but during that process his father (Nawal’s father-in-law) passed away.
· When they left COVID was just happening so she was worried about her mother in law, kids were in shock because of lack of school - they thought kids in Canada didn’t go to school. 
· They came to Canada March 11th, 2020 and moved in a basement of air bnb for the first bit. At first they couldn’t stay longer at the airbnb because of the festival season starting soon, so her husband started looking but then everything was canceled/closed so they could stay at the air bnb longer and she loved it there! 
· Nawal is a large extrovert, loves talking! 
· Out of all her education, only her high school diploma is valid - all of her degrees are not valid in Canada. 
· She reached out to the Huron Perth Center where she found out about Rotaract through former member Erin! 
· She was recently hired as an EA at the school board. School board agreed that the degrees she had counted towards that position and she’s excited to start! 
· On top of Rotaract, Nawal volunteers at the library & Youth Justice Program (also a part of Huron Perth Center). 
· also applied for a job at the families of Huron Perth but she has to get extra vaccinations because she can’t find her vaccination card. 
· If school board works and she likes it than she can do one more year of courses and she can be an educator
· Nawal’s end goal currently is to be a mental health educator or an educator. 
· Her biggest stressor was to always opt for education! Because of her masters their family was able to come to Canada. 
· Most of Nawal’s life was spent in Oman and her family lives there now.

	3. Adoption of Agenda
3.1 Appointment of Secretary for next meeting
· September 21st - Jane 


	4. Previous Minutes
4.1 Adoption of Previous Minutes


	5. Agenda Items
5.1 Program update:  
· Open House? 
· Is this something we want to do this year yet ? November? Or do it early in the new year? What would this look like? Evening event, social? etc. 
· Steph is willing to take the lead (event planning background). Do this before Christmas. Need recruitment asap. Willing to spend money (free pizzas?). It will be a fun committee of fun! Nawal can help! 
· Membership Recruitment
· Social media, any other ideas?  
· Library - Jane emailed tonight. 
· Permanent Meeting Location
· Any ideas where we could have our meetings?
· Everywhere Steph reached out so far is wanting money, typically around $50. 
· Check House of Blessing, or united way. - Steph 
· Business Cards and Banner ideas
· Open table discussion on what the club envisions for promotional materials
· Steph has been talking to Tyler to design. retractable banner, easy to carry, 50 to 80 dollars. be in colour, QR code for socials. 
· Tyler working on designs - need logo
· Business cards are a great idea. 
· Posters for the club
· Posters for Trivia to post up. 
· Mayor’s Community Breakfast
· October 6th, members interested in going? 7am - 8:30am. 
· Laurie would go, Alexa, Jane, Geoff would go. Nawal a maybe. 
5.2  Committee Updates
· Next Trivia night: September 14 @ Jobsite
· Geoff working on trivia questions tonight. Tyler can review them afterwards.
· Be An Angel 
5.3 Club Kudos
· Kudos to Nawal for being awesome
· Kudos to Alexa on being the newest member! (officially next meeting)
· Kudos to everyone for going into the dark with the meeting & bugs
· Kudos to Jane for keeping Nawal calm when she was running late. 
 5.4 Open Discussion
· Nawal is needing help with the treasurer position. 


	6. Next Meeting and Location September 21st, location TBD. 

	7. Meeting Adjourned


	8. Parking Lot
· L’Arche Fundraiser 
· Meeting Ideas: Professional Development Mixer, Excel Workshop
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