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Stratford Rotaract Meeting 
January 15, 2025 at 7:00pm 
The Local, 612 Erie St, Stratford ON
Members: Megan, Jenn, Jane, Marsha, Geoff

Regrets: Sarah, Tyler, Alexa, Nawal

	Minutes

	1. Welcome  
1.1 Positivity Pause
· This is optional participation. 

	2. Guest Speaker
· N/A

	3. Adoption of Agenda

	4. Adoption of Previous Minutes

	5. Agenda Items
5.1 Business Arising:
·  Winter Sponsored Skate Advertising 
· Sunday February 23rd, 2025, 230pm-420pm, Dufferin Arena
· To do: Alexa to put out social media. Megan to confirm who can attend with banner and fruit? Marsha able to help. Will ask at February 5th meeting. 

5.2 Program Update
· Volunteer Opportunity – Megan
. Festival Club’s Wine Survivor Night Fri Feb 7th @ 7pm
. To do: Megan to put out feelers in group chat. 
· Peace Pole – Megan
. Ideas for pole appearance; installation May 3rd 2025
. Colourful stand out nicely. Adding Rotaract to the pole could be nice. There are a lot of languages, how do you choose only a few?
. To do: Megan to bring forth suggestions to her meeting group. 
· Coldest Night of the Year – Jane/Megan
. Saturday February 22nd, 2025
. To do: Jane to sign up a team, we can be flexible on date and time to walk as a group (or you can walk on your own if it doesn’t work to join us). Megan to notify the group. 
· Stratford & District Chamber of Commerce Event – Megan
. Pitch It – Bad Business PowerPoint Night, February 19th 
. To do: it is a Wednesday – we will share on socials (a story)

5.3 Committee Updates & Standing Items
· Trivia Committee Update – Megan/Tyler 
· Tyler to provide update at future meeting. Winterfest trivia went well. Unique charity for February. Themed trivia for next few months. 
· Discussion on how previous trivias worked to potentially plan for change in process in the future (take turns making 10 questions, proof reading, etc.)
· Play Boxes - Update from Geoff 
· We will get around to it. 
· Improv Comedy Night - Update from Geoff 
· We will get around to it. 
· Stratford Connection Centre – Sarah  
· Deferred. 

5.3 Kudos
· Jenn and Geoff for helping out last minute 
· Megan for MC-ing and leading the train.
· The group for showing up tonight in the cold!

5.4 Anything Else to Add? 
· Name tags – are in progress!
· Any ideas for speakers, visits, how we can support – let Megan know!
· Robotics at SDSS – Jane to reach out to Mr. Bradshaw 


	6. Next Meetings
· February 5th – Meeting @ The Local, Shelterlink guest speaker
· February 12th – Trivia @ Jobsite
· February 19th – Meeting @ The Local

	7. Meeting Adjourned



Parking Lot (Things We Are Moving Forward With)
· Bottle Drive (May/June)
· Sponsor Lion’s Pool Swim (July/August)
· Sponsor Skate (Winter 2026)

Things to Figure Out
· Jane – By-Laws & Governance
· Urban Gym at Shakespeare Park in Stratford

Trivia Recipients
	Month 
	Recipient 
	Amount
	Extra Trivia Night

	November 2024
	St John Ambulance
	$500
	$300

	December 2024
	A Childs Smile
	$500
	N/A

	(All charities in Q4 of 2024 received $500 – amounts equalled out from extra trivia nights)

	January 2025
	Winterfest
	$500
	

	February 2025
	SickKids – DIPG Research (memorial event)
	
	



Ideas for Future Trivia Recipients
· Stratford Public Library – Food Shelf at the Library/Makers Space
· Coldest Night of the Year – March? 
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