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Stratford Rotaract Meeting 
April 16, 2025 at 7:00pm 
The Local, 612 Erie St, Stratford ON
Members: Megan, Sarah, Jane, Geoff

Regrets: Jenn, Marsha, Nawal, Natalie, Tyler, Alexa

	Minutes

	1. Welcome  
1.1 Positivity Pause
· This is optional participation.  

	2. Guest Speaker
· N/A

	3. Adoption of Agenda

	4. Adoption of Previous Minutes

	5. Agenda Items
5.1 Business Arising:
· Stratford Robotics Update – Sarah/Jane
· Board Motion by Sarah – give Stratford Robotics Club $1000. Geoff seconded. All approved. 
· To Do: Megan to ask Nawal for a cheque. 
· Extra Funds from BAA – Sarah/Megan
· Give to backpack program, pillow drive, helping refugee family, etc. throughout the year

5.2 Program Update
· Name Tags – Megan
· To Do: Megan to nudge group for name verification 
· Peace Poles and Convention – Megan  
· Link to volunteer was sent out in FB Messenger
· Awaiting pole update
· Thames River Paddling Club – Megan/Jane 
·  Board Motion by Jane – give TRPC $125. Sarah seconded. All approved. 
· To Do: Megan to ask Nawal for a cheque. 
· May Bottle Drive – Megan/Sarah
· Save empty reminder, no large pick up offer this year. Date chosen: Sat May 31 (same weekend as Stratford-wide garage sale). Save empty reminder to go out ASAP for Easter Weekend.
· To Do: Sarah to send out save empty on socials.  
· Club Roles Update – Megan
· Social media and presidency roles need filled. Multiple ideas discussed. Look at day of week and times of meetings for next year (2025-2026).

5.3 Committee Updates & Standing Items
· Trivia Committee Update – Megan/Tyler 
· Trivia last week went well. Megan needs help moving forward. 
· Use ChatGPT (input a website and it cane make questions, and compare excels for duplicate questions). 4 people to do the 4 categories. Make a smaller trivia committee to plan this out. Will make group chat/may have a small separate meeting.
· To Do: need 3 people to help out for May. Megan to assign out the 3 categories to 3 people. To send in chat. Jane to do letter category (D onward); Megan to forward Jane website. Sarah offered to do a category. Still need one more. 
· May 29th – Rotary Club. We are hosting trivia at their social meeting. Megan and Katherine leading, will need one more person to help. 
· Stratford Connection Centre – Sarah  
·  Sarah to get a cheque from Nawal. Gift cards still going great. 
5.3 Kudos
·  

5.4 Anything Else to Add? 
· Play Boxes – Sarah spoke with City staff, sent an email, will give further update
· Any ideas for speakers, visits, how we can support – let Megan know!

	6. Next Meetings
· May 7th – Meeting @ The Local
· May 14th – Trivia @ Jobsite


	7. Meeting Adjourned



Parking Lot (Things We Are Moving Forward With)
· Bottle Drive (May/June)
· Pride Festival (June)
· Sponsor Lion’s Pool Swim (July/August)
· Sponsor Skate (Winter 2026 – stickers for fruit)
· Play Boxes and Improv Comedy Night

Things to Figure Out
· Jane – By-Laws & Governance
· Urban Gym at Shakespeare Park in Stratford

Trivia Recipients
	Month 
	Recipient 
	Amount
	Extra Trivia Night

	November 2024
	St John Ambulance
	$500
	$300

	December 2024
	A Childs Smile
	$500
	N/A

	(All charities in Q4 of 2024 received $500 – amounts equalled out from extra trivia nights)

	January 2025
	Winterfest
	$500
	Top up the $500

	February 2025
	SickKids – DIPG Research (memorial event)
	$500
	N/A

	March 2025
	Family Services Perth-Huron
	$500
	Top up the $500

	April 2025
	The Local
	$450
	

	May 2025
	Stratford Public Library 
	
	



Ideas for Future Trivia Recipients
· Special Olympics – Recommended by trivia attendee 
· Stratford Pride – May/June
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