Richard/Allan, Ngaio Pharmacy, Dr Joelon Hayes; Club President

Jeremy Spanjaard, Alan Fraser and Dr Denis Delaney
y2panj }

Launched at the National Library by the Governor General,
Dame Silvia Cartwright, on the 22nd May 2006; Joseph's Story
highlights the emotions and worries that a child experiences
when their family life is disrupted and they are placed in the
care of strangers. The focus is on Joseph's coping with emotions
and feelings which he does not understand.

The reader sees through Joseph's eyes his mother struggling
with her problems, his well meaning relatives’ attempts to help,
until eventually he is placed with a foster family.

This is a children's story but one which will help adults to

s a reasonable

understand that a child’s perspective often h

I believe that the vehicle of

basis as well. In ,]()'/\,"L. own words

story empowers us all and helps us to find meaning.”

For children placed into even the best foster homes it is

to help fos

often a traumatic experience. Joseph's story aims

ter understanding for all involved. Joseph's Story was used in
foster care situations throughout New Zealand and was later
translated into Rwandan and introduced into Rwanda by the
Open Home Foundation in that country.

This project was directed towards children at risk of which
there are thousands in New Zealand and millions around the

world. Hopefully it made a difference to some.

At the launch function excerpts from the book were read by

Logan Byrne, granddaughter of President Dermot.

Student Art Show

On 22 March 2006 a large crowd of
Rotarians, students and other guests
gathered at the National Library for
the senior secondary school art show
promoted by Wellington North and
other clubs in its cluster. The exhibi

tion, which was attended by [

Governor Rndnej,' Wong, pre
range of outstanding student art port

folios that had been submitted as part

of the NCEA examination process and
selected by Wellington Area art teach

ers. Ten Colleges were represented.
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Jeremy Spanjaard andiBrian Poolel 8

recruiting for blood pressure checks

Ngaio Medical Centre Defibrillator
Alocal fund-raising effort resulted in the presentaion of a defi

brillator to the Ngaio Medical Centre.

The Big New Zealand
Blood Pressure Check

Stroke strikes around 24 New Zealanders each day, young and

Every year around 3,000 people are left with a lifelong dis

ability and a further 2,500 people die after having a stroke. But,

1

d news is that stroke is largely preventable.

High blood pressure is a major cause of stroke. Around one

he onac
ne gc

in five New Zealanders have high blood pressure and many
don't even know it. 2015 marked the seventh year of the pro
ject, which is managed by the NZ Stroke Foundation and takes
place at New World and PAK'n SAVE supermarkets

Two Rotarians are assigned to each site with the tasks of
drawing in shoppers and managing the paperwork, while Wel-
lington Free Ambulance staff undertake the testing, which
includes taking blood samples, and referring those with con-




Probus Clubs

In the United Kingdom politicians who
be retired off to the House of Lords. Some say that that there
1 New Zealand when Rotarians can be retired off

se time has come can

is a parallel ir
>robus Clubs.

of Probus
launched, they are free to operate on their own.
ful

The role of Rotary is to promote the establishment
Clubs and, once
and many clubs, with over 100

Probus has been very succe

members, have waiting lists. Wellington North helped establish
two clubs, Khandallah and Otari. David Pickering was instru

mental in the setting-up of both of them.

Wellington North Rotarian Maurie Hesse was the Charter
President of the Khandallah Club,
meets monthly at the Khandallah Bowling Club. Martin Ferner
of the Otari Club, founded in 1998,

'lub rooms in Wilton

-H I]H(L. in l'—/’\”, '.""‘.it}]

was the Charter President
which meets in the Wilton Bowling C

the Probus independence the links with m'-llmgt::n

y Potts as

Despite
North
the Otari club and Morris Robertson as incoming President of

the Khandallah club.

continue with Ror Immediate Past President of

Pride of Workmanship
Around the turn of the century \‘v‘l] ington

Workman

North became involved in Pride o

ship awards. Employers and customers were

President for Life

Rick Lowe is one of the club’s strongest personalities and
generous contributors. At the time of his presidency in
1993/94 the Turkish Ambassador, who was a club member,
would arrive at a meeting and address Rick volubly as "Mister
President.” Rick rather liked that and, in true Mugabe style de-
clared that he was “President for Life”, a title which has stuck.
Rick was struck down with a massive stroke in the prime of his
life. Thanks to the wonders of modern physiotherapy and the
sterling efforts of his partner, Libby, Rick was eventually able to
regain his driving licence and return to the club where he has
made himself heard ever since.

invited to nominate employees who had demonstrated their

ymmitment to their work. Several awards were made each year

1 the recipients, along with family or other guests, were in-
toaclubl

Fifteen years ago, on the nomination of Walter Stafford, an

uncheon and presented with their award p

award was made to Jennie Smith who is well
Khandal

Jennie

known to anyone who has visited the
lah Post Shop
still has her plaque and remembers well the oc-

over the last 20 years.

casion when she received it. When not behind
lu counter, providing a friendly service to the

, her principal interests are cycling and

seas travel.

Y CLUE OF SORFRWERLLING TON
U s TS

Rick'displaying one of the honours boards he

sponsored

15



Fun and Funding

Over time the club has embarked on various fund-raising efforts, sometimes
with goods and services to sell, sometimes for unique events and sometimes for
entertainment with extras. Some fund-raising projects, especially where there
has been opportunity to involve the wider public, have been very successful
while others have produced modest returns for the effort involved.

C ommission sales have produced a steady but not neces-  Tunnel. The newly arrived Aratere ferry was opened to view as
sional stalls at the annual Khandallah Vil-

sarily spectacular income; these have included Christmas  a club project. Occ
uddings. entertainment books and art calendars. Fund-raising  lage Fairs have been a good sales outlet for Christmas puddings,
5 5 1=} 5 &'

events have included theatre evenings, quizzes and wine tast-  calendars and bric-a-brac.

ings. In the case of the latter the tasting, conducted by wine The prize for the longest continuous fund-raising mecha-
connoisseur Richard Gooch in 2008 raised substantial funds  nism must go to the payscopes. Through early support for The
due to the generous donations of auction goods and the well-  Foundation for the Blind street appeals the club learnt of their
primed bidders. Australian contact with long vision binoculars for public use.

Fund-raisers involving the public have included National This led to the club importing payscopes. The first installation

/

Library and Te Papa pre-opening tours, walking the about-to-  was at Kelburn at the top of the Cable Car where it still remains.
) paj I & B F

be-completed Ngauranga Flyover and, more recently, the Arras  Other installations have been tried but had to be withdrawn
due to vandalism. The Kelburn payscope survived thanks to

Parks and Reserves staff taking it in at nights

’ 4
Yinq{asting evening with RERSZAECRCE The club has also participated in fund-raising for other
charities. Most prominent amongst these has been the house-
to-house appeal for The Foundation for the Blind organised
and promoted by Tom Riddell for many years over five nights

in October. Collection HQ was the Khandallah Pub with the

sweetener of a free beer at the conclusion of a collecting round.

calendarsiandcakes
Uy W TR 3T W
ates.a purchase:

Kelburn paysc

¥ F
adytolset (}II'»L nllcling.



Sandy Brucesmith, Alan Fraser andiRoss Foubister
) - -

in search of patronage

the car park adjacent to the Gryphon Theatre to provide

parking

at $3 per show for the patrons, lower than the charges at nearby

iand turne

commercial operations. Club members were roste
out in all weathers but, despite Sandy's best marketing efforts,
e of it in meaningful numbers

the patrons did not take advantag
and it was eventually canned. However, as a consolation some
donations were made to Rotary in addition to the parking fee.

t,

fectionately as “Tom's Train to

The biggest project, which never happened, was known af

Taranaki.” Starting about 1687,

Tom Riddell was an advocate for a railway excursion with an
club boards debated the risks

versus benefits and resolved to refer it to the incoming boards.

c.vernight stop. Over the years

It almost reached reality in 2007 with Derek Etherington at
the throttle, but now with Hawke’s Bay as the destination.

After much effort had be

he planning it was again

deferred - apparently forever.

Running for Rotary

A new fund-raiser was introduced to the club in 2014, "“Running

for Rotary”. It worked something like this. The club president
ran a half marathon and the members of the club ran down
their bank accounts a little.

The oc

run/walk event, which saw s

sion was the annual Wellington Round the B:

yme 10,000 participants don lycra

and sweatbands and head off round the Wellington waterfront
for the good of a cause and for the good of their own health. The
Rotary fund-raiser piggybacked on this popular and high pro-
file community event and the club president was one of many

who pounded the pavement that February morning.

Project manager Alan Fraser worked tirelessly to have the
members, and anyone else — all were fair game, sponsor the run

to the tune of either $1 or $2 a kilometre. This was how the

funds were raised. It was sin and tidy.

Because a huge public focus was on this event Ross Buxton

came to the party by way of sponsoring the president into some

o~
. -~ &
LionelNunnsamidst a Fpwded s

sharp looking running apparel, logoed back and front with the
club name and the Rotary wheel. Rotary was on the map and it
looked goed.

When the flag dropped and the deed was done, over $1,800
dropped into the club’s Rotary Foundation account.

From that humble beginning in 2014 the idea grew to become
a partnership event with the Port Nicholson club in 2015. With
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an agreed charity being Wellington Free Ambulance,
the two clubs got busy amongst their own members
and with neighbouring clubs to get as many people as
possible registered for the event. This effort resulted
in some 8o people, all kitted out in Rotary logoed
T-shirts, taking part and good public profiling of the
Rotary brand. This time space was hired at the finish
at Kilbirnie Park for a Rotary Team BBQ. Plans are
now in hand to extend the project even further for
the 2016 event. This time the emphasis will be on
‘walking for good health’ rather than running. The

running will be left to the keen and crazy ones.
Lionel Nunns

Art Calendars

In 2003, a group of Rotarians, all of whom just hap-

pened to be advisers at New Zealand Financial Planning Ltd.,
were talking about ways the company could assist Rotary to
raise funds. In the office Greg Moyle had about sixty original
paintings by New Zealand artists hanging on the walls.

We also knew he had a similar number at home, and more
at Auckland Museumn and the National Military Museum. The
suggestion was to provide calendars from these original works
with the company meeting the costs of obtaining the copyright

and the printing, which fluctuated by between $25-
35,000 pa depending on the copyright costs.

These calendars were provided to the Rotary
clubs of New Zealand at cost, $5 to $7, over a period
of 10 years. We estimated that between $150,000
and $180,000 was raised by Rotary Clubs for their
charitable purposes. Wellington North was a very
good supporter of this enterprise, usually selling
between 110 and 170 each year. All the artwork
came from the private collection of Greg Moyle, a

member of the Auckland Downtown Rotary Club.
Alan Lawton

Wairarapa Wine

Over a period of three years the former owners

of Martinborough House Wines, Rotarians Brad
McAneney and Simon Manning, donated 200 cases of wine per
annum to clubs in District 9940 to support club projects and
The Rotary Foundation. Sales in one year, through Wellington
North members, raised the $1,500 necessary to kick-start the
Timor Leste Safe Surgery project which, with the support of
other clubs, District and Rotary Foundation grants, eventually
resulted in funded expenditure of $65,000 plus a considerable
quantity of donated goods.

&mu
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Boarding.

tions. This interaction and the cruise advertising were good for

the profile of the club.

With a year's planning and huge support from club member
Tom Davis, General Manager of the Interislander Line and his

staff, the committee worked assiduously at

W\

ject to the public. With strong participation from W
Free Ambulance and Life Flight Trust all available tickets were

sold and there was even a waitin;

Four hundred and fifty passengers joined about 25 club

members and their partners on board the Arahure on a calm

1day, 18 April 2010

breathtaking views of Tory Channel, Queen Charlotte and

Pelorous Sounds before going about and returning to Welling-

ton by the open sea. Passengers observed the resident bird and
fish life in their natural environments.
A wide range of extra entertainment and activities was pro-

oon tea for everyone and

vided. These included lunch and aftern

s to the bridge and engine room while the ship was

guided vis
in open water.

On board activities included wine and beer appreciation,
cooking demonstrations, Tai Chi sessions, jewellery appre-

ciation and making, manicures and pedicures, massages, and

skeet shooting from the after deck. A range of static display
included equipment from Wellington Free Ambulance, NZ
olice, NZ Fire Service and Department of Conservation. To
add a taste of luxury, a collection of Ferraris was also on dis-
play. Another highlight was the fiypast by the Life Flight Trust
rescue helicopter.

As the Arahura cruised through the Sounds and past points
of interest. Captain John Brown, a retired ferry master and
Mike Aviss, a senior manager in the Department of Conserva-
tion, provided commentaries. In the words of then club Presi-
dent, John Young, "It was a fun day”

Departing at-10 am and returning to the Wellington Ferry
Terminal in the late afternoon after a calm and sunny day,
blessed with benign seas, passengers were full of praise for
the enjoyable day out. The club raised close to $23,000, which
was then distributed to the Life Elight Trust, Wellington Free

Ambulance and the Coast Guard.,
Contributed by Francis Small, Jeremy Spanjaard and John Young

Day trippers.

*
%

=%
Vehide.'displays with Ferraris, courtesy Terry

Dykvs‘ﬂ
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Supporting Tertiary Education
The Wellington North Rotary Scholarship Trust

The Scholarship Trust was born of an idea at the forum following the 25th anniversary
celebration of the forming of the club. It was set up to help those students who could not afford
tertiary education. The club set up the Trust, with the goal to raise $25,000, which it did in

its 30th year. The original trustees were Peter Spearman, Rick Lowe and Adrian Ellingham.

In 1992 the Club Board established a scholarship fund of
cholarships t

$30,000 with the intent of awarding s o individ
uals in financial need for the purposes of undertaking tertiary
or vocational study.

Each year a small committee calls for applications, identi
fies successful applicants and forwards names and size of each
scholarship to the Board for ratification. The Board and Trus
tees liaise and the President advises the chair of the committee
of the Board’s approval. Applicants are advised of their success,
or otherwise, in early December each year.

It was a great thrill for Margaret Emerre, as the then Presi-
dent, to announce at the 2002 Christmas party that one of our
members, lan Crabtree, who had died a few months earlier, had
left a large legacy to the Club Scholarship Fund, subsequently
known as the Ian Crabtree Bequest with a focus on engineering.
Every year young people benefit from his munificence.

In 2001 the development of life skills was added to the study
categories of tertiary and vocational sty 1(1},’. Additions to the

capital have increased the fund substantially.

Whilst applicants must be able to demonstrate that they
reside in the Greater Wellington Region, the grants can be
utilized for study in any institution throughout New Zealand.
There is no age limit and applicants must show an ability to
work and desire to succeed, be of good repute and demonstrate
the potential and ability to complete a programme.

Individual scholarships usually range from $1,000 to $ 3,000,

and the club generally awards $40,000-$60,000 annually to a

diverse grouping of individuals including refugees, single par-
ents wanting to return to study and young people going into
first year tertiary, vocational, or life skills programmes.

\ppl c s from migrants and individuals from the Porirua
area and Ihr Kapiti Coast have increased, while those from the
Wairarapa area have diminished. The study areas cover a wide
1 the health sciences

range of disciplines with an emphasis or

and engineering.
Towards the end of February each year, successful scholar-
thp applicants are invited to a special club lunch at which their

scholarship lmqum are presented.




Ian Crabtree was a man who saw
that the way he lived his own life
could positively affect the lives of oth-
ers in the future. He lived a rich and
full life, but also saved and made wise

investments so that by 2002, when he

died at the age of 74, he had substan
tial assets and planned to share a large portion of them with
the community.

He did this by establishing the lan Crabtree Charitable Trust
in his will. This trust provides grants for financially disadvan-
taged students studying at state secondary schools in Wel-
lington and Porirua to support their education and personal
development. According to his wishes, the Trust also makes
grants to charitable organisations caring for the terminally
ill, especially the Mary Potter Hospice where he himself was
treated.

He also provided for other charities that ad-
dressed vulnerabilities he saw:

One was to the Rotary scholarship fund that
continues to assist tertiary students faced with
financial hardship, and another was to Zealandia,
the Karori Sanctuary experience, to help with its

environmental conservation work.

Ians long time friend, Annette Goldsmith,

visited the club on 31 January 2008 and gave an

3
outline of lan's fifty years as an electrical engineer

Ian Crabtree and his Legacy

and his work on electricity supply systems including the Cook
Strait cable and the National Grid. After his retirement he con-
tinued working on safety aspects of the industry, particularly
safe work practices and security of the system from vandalism.

The extensive grants made by the Jan Crabtree Trust over
the years have assisted many people in their early and late lives.
lan’s foresight and generosity will continue to provide for gen-
erations to come,

During the 2013-14 Rotary year Wellington North com
pleted the process of transitioning the responsibility for the
governance of the lan Crabtree Charitable Trust. The Trust was
originally governed by two trustees, one being a member of
this club, John Simpson. To ensure the long-term operation of
the Trust the original trustees have invested the power of ap
pointment of future trustees in the Rotary Club of Wellington

North.

lan Crabtree provided clear guidelines on how
the Trust should operate. The value of the original
capital investment has grown to over five million
dollars.

This Trust is a welcome addition to the club's
portfolio of humanitarian care, and is in keeping
with its role of wider local community work. Wel-
lington North saw it as an honour to be asked to
take on the responsibility of providing trustees for

this most generous bequest.

Annette Golds

Peter Lawson

P eter's wife, Marjorie, was first to join the club. From the
start Peter, in a supporting role, was drawn into club affairs,
particularly as club photographer and co writer of the 2001 Con-
ference Tribute to Rotary. Peter was eventually inducted into the
club in 2000 and quickly involved himself in its work, including
a term as Sergeant. He was a
key supporter of Pioneer for
Better Health, which became
Healthy Heroes. Peter paid a
significant role in the imple-
mentation of the programme.
His five years of service came
to an untimely end with his
death in 2005. Meanwhile
Marjorie had resigned due to
changed employment, which
precluded her from attending
lunch meetings.

Peter Lawson

Kelly McLuckie

Ke]ly was a breath of fresh air in the club. Aged 30, and a
retired Naval Officer, she approached the club seeking to
become a member. She was welcomed in and, with the energy
she displayed, became a Director in her second year. Further
service was disrupted by the birth of her son, Finn, now five.
With her husband’s transfer
to Auckland, Kelly brought
Finn to the club before she
left. Kelly's service to Ro-
tary continues. She is now
a member of a new club in

e

Takapuna, one which she
says “has thrown out the
rule book and is redesigning
Rotary.” She is happy to point
out that she is no longer the

youngest member of the
club.
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Academic Ambassadors

International scholars

The Rotary Foundation provides scholarships of up to $US30,000 to enable exceptional
candidates to pursue specialist studies overseas. Clubs seek candidates who have to provide
detailed applications, pass rigorous interviews and satisfy the Foundation’s scrutiny.
Wellington North has an excellent track record with its nominees for the highly sought after
Ambassadorial Scholarships, which have since been replaced with Vocational Scholarships
that are aligned with the Foundation’s principal objectives. Club members have served

on the Scholarships Committee the most recent being Margaret Emerre as Chair.

Outbound

The four past scholars nominated by Wellington North who
were successful in their applications were:

* Peter Kyle, University of Virginia in 1973 to study Law

+ John Mohi, Purdue University, Indiana, in 1998 to study
Special Education

¢ Yvette Russell, New York University in 2007 to study Law

+ Phillipa McKenzie, Leiden University, The Netherlands, in
2009 to study Law

Peter Kyle 1973

Peter Kyle's journey to Rotary began in
November 1970 when his attention was
drawn to a notice titled “Rotary Ambas-
sadorial Scholarship.”

As Peter recalls, “As [ had ambitions
to pursue a career in the New Zealand
Foreign Service, the word Ambassadorial
piqued my interest. I called the listed number and spoke to De-
nys Pinfold. That was the start of a very happy relationship that
has endured to this day.

Denys was extremely encouraging and, with his help and
completion of the application, I attended the district interview
in Palmerston North. Sadly, a few days later, I received a call
advising that I was the runner-up. The successful candidate was
the now Chief Ombudsman, Dame Beverley Wakem. However,
[ was advised to reapply the following year and this time I was
successful. The terms of the scholarship required that the
candidate list five universities around the world that he or she
would like to attend. The Rotary Foundation reserves the right
to select one of those five.”

Peter’s first choice was the University of Virginia (Uva),
founded by Thomas Jefferson, and in due course he was thrilled
to learn that the Rotary Foundation had assigned him to that
university. It was then necessary for him to gain admission. He
was very fortunate to receive the support of Geoffrey Palmer
who, at that time, was a visiting professor at Uva. He was duly
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admitted to the graduate programme in law and set off for
Charlottesville, in July 1973.

Peter remembers his year at UVA as truly transformational.
“It has a beautiful campus and top quality academic staff. The
graduate programme consisted of 18 students from 16 different
countries and we very quickly bonded into a very tight group.
This was the era of Watergate, a period of tremendous legal,
constitutional and social upheaval but also a most exciting time
for a young lawyer to be studying in America. I attended many
Rotary events while in Charlottesville, including the District
Conference.”

In August of 1974 Peter returned to Wellington and joined
the law firm of Watts and Patterson, becoming a partner the
following year. One of the first people to congratulate him was
Denys Pinfold who called to say that he would like to propose
him for membership in the Rotary Club of Wellington North.
Peter was inducted into the club in early 1976.

Peter continues his story. “In December 1979 I took a posi-
tion in the Legal Department of the Asian Development Bank
in Manila, Philippines. There I joined the Rotary Club of Pasay
and became actively involved in that Club's activities. In July
1985 our family returned to New Zealand where I rejoined the
Auckland office of my old law firm. I joined the Auckland Ro-
tary Club, serving on the Board and as the District RYLA chair.
In 1992 I was invited to accept a senior position with the Legal
Department at the World Bank in Washington DC. Thus, in
July of that year, our family moved back overseas.

Having visited the Rotary Club of Washington DC on several
occasions, Peter eventually decided against joining it. At the
time he was becoming increasingly involved in the activities
of the Qutward Bound movement and he decided to focus his
time and energy on furthering its goals. He was instrumental
in establishing Outward Bound International, the umbrella or-
ganization for Outward Bound centres worldwide and served as
the Chair from 1996 to 2002. He continues as Chair Emeritus
of OBI.

In 2003 another ambassadorial scholar invited him to join
a newly chartered Rotary Club in Washington DC. He decided



to re-engage with Rotary and was inducted into the
Rotary Club of Capitol Hill. Two years later he served
as President of the Club and became deeply involved
in Rotary Foundation alumni activities, both at
district and international levels. He was a founda-
tion member of the newly established RI Alumni
Relations Committee and served in that role for four
years, ultimately becoming the Chairman. He also
served as chair of the District Peace Fellow Selection
Committee. In 2010 he was honored to receive the
Global Alumni Service to Humanity Award.

As Peter says he continued to be immersed in
Rotary. ‘I held various positions at the District level
culminating in my appointment as District Gover-
nor for District 7620 (Washington, DC and Central Maryland)
for the 2013/14 year.”

In the following year he was Chair of the 2015 Rotary Peace
Symposium held in Sao Paulo and a member of the RI Rotarian
Action Group and the joint RI/TRF Alumni Relations Commit-
tees. He has also served for several years as the RI Representa-
tive to the World Bank, Vice-Chair of the Rotarian Action Group
for Family Health Days and a member of the WASRAG Board.
He now chairs the Rotary Peace Centers Committee, which is
the body that selects peace fellows worldwide while also serving
on the RI Partnerships Committee in addition to being active at
club, district and zone levels.

On the professional side Peter retired as Lead Counsel of the
World Bank in early 2009 after a career that involved traveling
to over 100 countries advising on the legal aspects of private
and financial sector reform. The first few years at the Bank
involved almost monthly commuting to Russia, Ukraine, Ka
zakhstan and other parts of Eastern Europe as the Bank sought
to re-start these economies following the collapse of the Soviet
Union. He says, “Few legal assignments could be as challeng
ing, as satisfying and as exciting as securing the transition of a
socialist-based legal system to one based on market principles.”

In summing up his Rotary experience Peter says, “Without
question my scholarship experience changed the trajectory
of my life. It led to a love affair with America, which I left in

Peter Kyles
-

anfaction as«

1974 to return to New Zealand never imagining
that one day I would return to America and that
this country would become my adopted home. In
countless ways Rotary has opened doors. I have had
the good fortune to attend literally dozens of Rotary
Clubs throughout the world and to meet hundreds
of wonderful Rotarians. Rotary has been an integral
part of my life and I hope my association with this
wonderful organization will continue for many years
to come. It all started with that very encouraging
meeting with Denys Pinfold, 45 years ago.

Over the last 23 years [ have returned to Welling-
ton regularly and have always made a point of recon-
necting with Denys and “making up” at Wellington
North. It was a special treat last year to be able to address the
Club while serving as the District Governor. To Denys and to
all those other Wellington North Rotarians who supported me
over 40 years ago I am eternally grateful. I have been blessed
with a wonderful family and I have been able to enjoy an incred-
ibly stimulating and productive career as well as a very full and
satisfying Rotary journey.”

John Mohi 1988

Past President John Mohi recalls his involvement in Rotary.
“The Rotary Club of Wellington North opened several doors
for me. Through being awarded a Rotary Foundation Ambas
sadorial Scholarship I gained valuable insights into the values
of Rotary including its ability to build connections and capacity
in civil society.”

In 1988-89, with the support of Rotary and his employer,
John completed an MSc (Special Education) at Purdue Uni-
versity, Indiana, UsA. This mid-career opportunity to study
with top scholars at a great school enabled him to appreciate
the benefits of international comparative studies in his field of

On his return to Wellington John spent a brief spell as
an Adviser on Deaf Children, looking after deaf and hearing-
impaired students in Wellington and Wairarapa. When Special
Education Services was created as a crown entity in 1989, as
part of the national educational reforms, he was appointed Dis-
trict Manager for Waikato with a staff of more than 100. His
teamn undertook a process of integrating all special educational
professional services into a national framework responsive to
students and their parents as the primary decision makers,
with professionals in key support roles.

In 1996 he was appointed to The National Library of New
Zealand Te Puna Matauranga o Aotearoa as a Director. His re-
sponsibilities included Services to Maori, Pacifica, international
relationships and, for a while, Property and Services. In this role
he led the Library’s work on policy for Maori, joined UNESCO
NZ as the Chair of the Culture and Communications sections
and shared in the leadership of the organisation’s programmes
of Pacific and Maori exhibitions and digitisation. His teams
worked closely with iwi, Te Papa, regional collection agencies
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for 14

and international part John continued in this role

years until his retirement in 2010.

John sums up his scholarship year as follows
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Yvette Russell

After graduating in law at

2007

[he Univer-

sity of Auckland, Yvette worked as a
analyst in Child,
nity Policy at the

velopment and lectured part time in law

Family and Commu-

Ministry of Social De

at Victoria University of Wellingtor

Yvette was awarded a Rotary A

ds-

support her Masters

study in Law at

sadorial Scholarship

v"mul\ University in 2007/08. In making her application she

a young Maori woman embarking on legal study, it

s important f..‘.vr me to learn about New Zealand history and
ur society has

to understand the way o grown into what it is

today.” This
ed her towards

ts;‘»erher with volunteer work at a women'’s refuge,

n interest in criminal and family law and the

mnter

ion of ;m.iti.t s and law

vette continues. ~

Receiving this pn-sligiul,lzi and generous

schc f..lrshlp made [ can clearly trace
the | h of 1

award because it

a huge difference to my life.
ny career as an academic back to receiving this
gave me both the means and the confidence to
pursue my goals. I retain my pride in receiving this scholarship
and think r:,vnd_j,' of the Wellington North club and it's generous
mem }‘, ers .”

As an international student, Yvette needed to complete a

n Law before the first semester started

introduced her to

unfamiliar areas such as constitutional law

and personal injury litigation in torts. A special experience was

ng the annual Rotary International Day at the United

senior IIN

onnection with Rotary and how

where she was fascinated to hear many

lking about their cc

mportant Rotary’s

United N
Yvette fulfilled her amba y

at both clubs and at

rticularly remembers taking part

work was for advancing the ¢

lations.

lorial role by participating in nu-

merous Rotary functi district level. She
pa

‘oundatior

in a multi district Rotary

1 seminar
After her LLM year in New York, Yvette returned to v'v'l'..lil'lg

ton to work, before moving to the UK in late 2009 to undertake

a PhD in law at the University of Kent. She completed this in
and has recently taken up a new position as a Lecturer
f Bristol s pri-
marily in the area of Criminal Law and her work has a strong
ctive, which she feels

ary. It is her

University o She writes and tea

cial justice and equality focus; a |

savily influenced by her association with Rot

intention to return to New Zealand eventually and to con-
tinue }'Il"! co

North.

inection with Rotary and, in particular, Wellington

Phllllpa McKenzie

ipa graduated ir

2009

law from the 7.|~'iv+'1‘::it" of Auck-

land. Prior to her :uhn]ar::}.l;‘ application she had already gatt

ered

a wealth sistant on the

of experience, having been a legal as

1 Zaoui case a

ion athree-month internship in Tanzania

at the UN International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda well
as her work
several community organisations.

Phillipa took up her scholarship in Tt

she was a:‘r(';‘,ﬂmi into the M

erience Phillipa had been active in a number of

he Netherlands where

1 Advanced Stud-

aster of Law

blic lnt»?rmr;-:.vna Law at Leiden University.

ies in P

her studies were undertaken at the International Courts in The

HJ'P[]!'Z Of her time there Ph;”l['?.i writes:

"Without the Am "vassadcr:s. Scholarship 1 would not have

:d Masters from Leiden Univer-

been able to ob

ity. During this time I truly made the most of every opportu

o participate in Dutch Rotary life as well as open sessions

iternational Criminal

1e Internatic

al Court of Justice,

Court, Special Court of Sierra Le ecial Tribunal for Leba-

one, o



A
llor, Morris Rob%l_'tsnn

S nd—

non, the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons
and Europol. I travelled with the class to participate in the UN

Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights sessions in

Geneva, Whilst at Leiden University, | was also selected for the

NicLAS Summer School scholarship at the Central European

University in Budapest, Hungary.”

Phillipa continues her story after graduation. “Since gradu-

ating from Leiden University I have been fortunate to travel

} work for Unilever, a global consumer goods company, that

sustainability. Over the past five years I have been

focuses o

involved with a range of corporate, investigative and litiga

tion work, including leading small cross-functional te

sought to investigate a range of Code of Business Principle is

i safety of women workin

sues and improve the welfare a

Unilever's tea estates in East Africa. It is the changes we made,

S.

which are still working, that fuels and inspires u

These d am responsible for the Business Integrity func

and bribery, financial crime, trade sanctions, information se

“In my spare perscnal time, | mentor at the

arassment, discrimination and related issues.”
"Ladies who

L-EARN" charity that works to empower young unemployed

curity, sexua

women from the East End of London with the confidence,

skills, networks, knowledge and experiences needed to lead

Phillipa, now 1 ler, concludes. “These

scholarships are truly transformational for young people’s lives

d long may they continue.”
g maj )

In the summer of 2010 Phillipa’s outbound counsellors,

en, met her

club, Leiderdorp, such are
Toasts to the Rotary Club of Wellington North were duly re
ciprocated with a toast to the Rotary Club of Leiderdorp a few

weeks later.

Counsellors

The role of outbound counsellors is to introduce s

olarship ap
s to Rotary in its many aspects and to assist and monitor

plic
them throu

the apy . Once they have taken up

1cation proces

their scholarship they are hosted by an inbound counsellor who

will inte hem into a host Rotary club and ensure their

ate the
welfare. The outbound counsellor will continue to monitor and

report back their progress.




Inbound

As well as sponsoring outbound scholars, Wellington North has

sted a number of inbound scholars from various countries.

Amongst those who were hosted were:

1981 Daniel and Patricia Frame from Scottsdale, Arizona,

both studying Education.

982 Bernie Solomon from Hillstone, Ohio, studying Special

1992 David Upchurch from Tupelo, Mississippi, studying His

to ry.

ey

Literacy Aotearoa project, which is covered elsewhere in this Karen Anderson, centre, with her fam d Margaret

bl /1. e Robertson (left) on a cold afternoon at her home in Storrs
yublication. A i
P anen Connecticut in January 2001.

2005 Amy Carrington from Birmingham, Alabama.

from Alabama’s Stam- ‘_\ LA‘ [3 \ \ '\

Amy graduated Magna Cum L:

ford University with a Journz

completed an Honours

f / dnfl)ixi
, A 1 7 1071 (/] LAELAIC
g to Kentucky, Amy began her career at e Heart

‘enter for Calling and Career. In

Director for three years. While in Wellington Amy became ac

tively involved with Women's Refuge.

2009 Hitomi Yoshida from Ko!

tor a

Hitomi studied Applied Linguistics

MA at Victoria University and completed

anguage and Culture at Os

Universi is now an Assistant Pro

sor at Kwansei Gakuin University in

Amy Carrington

Alan McMaster

he passing away of Alan in 2015 was a sad event for the

club. He was inducted into the club in 1987 when he was
Operations Manager for NZ Railways. Following his retirement
he commenced practice as a mechanical engineering consultant
and, amongst other clients, was the Vietnamese Railway sys-
tem. Alan was one of the club’s quiet achievers who cheerfully
undertook the many tasks that were allocated to him. Only a
few months before his death Alan was an active participant in
the Run for Fun.
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Kaitlin Vadla demonstrates her culinary skills_

2012 Kaitlin Vadla from Soldotna Alaska studied Psychology
and story telling in the leadership development process at Vic-
toria University. Kaitlin had graduated in 2008 from Gonzaga
University, Spokane, Washington, UsA with a major in Inter

national Relations and minors in Spanish and Political Science.
She spent a year studying at Magdalen College at O ford Uni

versity, England. Being ever resourceful, when she first arrived,
Kaitlin volunteered at a bicycle workshop that allowed her to
construct a bicycle for her own use. Later, in order to travel
further afield she acquired a motorcycle and, finally, when her
parents were corning to visit, she upgraded to a car.

Many others from the programme, hosted by other clubs,

peakers, on their background,

spoken to the club, as gues

home territories and specialist areas. One such speaker, Mer-
edith Willett Jones, struck a chord with several of the members

present. Meredith, who was sponsored by the Rotary Club of

-

Meredith Willett ,ldncs.-‘

Frankfort, Kentucky, outlined the three principal industries of

the state as tobacco, horses and bourbon. While reference to

tobacco was low key Meredith said that in the previous year

y had attended the Kentucky Derby and betting on the

aled $118 million. She also referred to a well-known

of fried chicken that originated in her state.
Meredith then revealed the background to her middle
1 bourbon in her

at she

name (Willett) by announcing tha

oodstrearn. She was descended from the family, which owned

the Willett Distilling Co., makers of Old Bardstown Bourbon.

Although the company no longer exists there are closely

guarded stocks within the family and a bottle was opened t«

celebrate the award of her scholarship. In conclusion, she noted
ths

Jim Beam distillery.

at the family home was only two minutes away from the

Past President Wallace Bell

Ron Potts recalls the time when Wallace Bell stood at the
top of the staircase in Mardi Caterers’ rooms in Brougham
Street and stated that, as it was 11.00 pm, the Christmas social
function had to stop because of the Licensing Laws. He then
proceeded to invite everyone back to his home in Woodman-
cote Road, an invitation which
was apparently not appreciated
by his wife, Shirley.The party
thus continued in Khandallah
and what happened afterwards
has not been researched.

Past President Denys Pinfold

L ong time member Denys has been a quiet achiever with
many successful projects to his credit. Probably the great-
est was the support given to Peter Kyle for his scholarship
application, which led to Peter’s stellar international career in
the World Bank and in Rotary. In more recent years Denys has
taken on the role of Quizmaster
seeking answers to questions
derived from the latest issue
of Rotary Down Under. The
first correct answer became the
recipient of a chocolate fish.
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International goodwill

Group Study Exchange

G roup Study Exchange (GSE) was an educational pro
gramme of The Rotary Foundation until 2013 wherein
end and

roups of four non-Rotarian team

Rotary districts in different countries were paired to s

receive professional study g

er to travel for four to six weeks,

The programme was designed to develop professional and

members with a Rotarian le

lress

leadership skills among young adults so that they could adc

‘if- of TEII"iY communities In an increa

gly global work

place. ¢

SE offered Rotarians the opportunity to participate

in sending, receiving and sharing educational experiences of

study teams in order to enhance Rotary’s worldwide mission.

While the GSE programme had been successfu

It was be

years, time and needs d ‘.'h.%ﬂj-r

for younger people to get six weeks off work

part of a team

and, with cheaper fares, it was apparent that most applicants

y experienced overseas travel. Many of the attra

}I n,l .14.!"' aC

tions of the earlier days were no longer unique.

[n 2013 the programme was replaced with vocational train

rofessionals who travel abroad

ing teams. These are groups of

cal professionals about a particular field or

to | n more about their own. de train

Activities may incluc

ing medical professionals on cardiac surgery and care, sharing
childhood i

irrigation techniques to farmers. A succe

or explaining new

sful vTT incre

best practi

on early

Swiss GSE team being led into a District
welcome at the Beehive in October 1997.
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capacity of the h yblems and improve

f.'('ZI'I'IZTIY.JI‘AH}" to

the quality of life.

North clul

in the exchanges by nominating ¢

rer the yea

s Wellingt members participated

didates, hosting team

members, providing vocational experiences and serving on the

district co ver of the

Outward
tee. David King served as a member then Chair of the Outwards
Committee,

The earliest record of club involvement comes from Alan

nted our club on the In

T represe

coming Committee for

a GSE from Central California. I believe this was the first such
teamn visit to our Rotary district. The Chairman of the commit-
d. The team

1sfield, MD of Kodak New Zea

compri ional male men heir mid- twen

ties along with a Rotarian team leader who was a carpet retailer

ole was to organi

d transport

weeks that the team was in the district. With sup

our own club members and those of the Johnsonville

Club plus some of my pharmacy colleagues, every one of
I Vi ) g )

s successfully billeted with a family. Many lifetime

friendships arose fro s e today I know of
farnilies that stay in touch. Our

)S

venture was a huge

success and a great morale bo 7ing club.”




