
Keeping people, pets and the 

environment safe from chemical harm



The EPA: We’re here to ‘do good’

What we do affects the everyday lives of all New 
Zealanders.

New Zealand has some unique environments, a unique 
culture, and a special relationship with tangata whenua 
(indigenous people).

In doing our work we carefully balance cultural, social, 
economic, safety and environmental factors to protect 
the way of life New Zealanders want now, and in the 
future.’
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Our roles

• Administer nationally significant proposals

• Regulate activities in the Exclusive Economic Zone

• Administer the NZ Emissions Trading Scheme

• Make decisions about New Organisms

• Science Leadership

• Manage chemicals in New Zealand

• Public awareness and community engagement
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Spot the difference?

Source: Safekids Aotearoa
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Figure 1: Hospitalisations from hazardous substances – by 

ethnicity and chemical type

Cleaning products

Petrol/diesel
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Figure 2: Hospitalisations from hazardous substances – by 

ethnicity



Safer Homes
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Community engagement
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10 Guidance sheets
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Sustainability Trust



Red Alerts and Caution Notices

• Red Alert – precautionary tool to warn consumers 
of very significant dangers

• Caution Notice – alert consumers to less 
dangerous, but still undesirable dangers attached to 
some substances

• Not regulatory instruments

• Capture media interest and ‘flag’ risks to the public

• Posted on epa.govt.nz, then link sent out via media 
release
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Caution Notice example12



For more information contact:

General enquiries 

Phone +64 4 916 2426 Fax +64 4 914 0433

info@epa.govt.nz


