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Keeping people, pets and the

environment safe from chemical harm



The EPA: We’re here to ‘do good’

What we do affects the everyday lives of all New
Zealanders.

New Zealand has some unigue environments, a unique
culture, and a special relationship with tangata whenua
(Indigenous people).

In doing our work we carefully balance cultural, social,
economic, safety and environmental factors to protect
the way of life New Zealanders want now, and in the
future.’



Our roles

- Administer nationally significant proposals

» Regulate activities in the Exclusive Economic Zone
» Administer the NZ Emissions Trading Scheme

- Make decisions about New Organisms

» Scilence Leadership

- Manage chemicals in New Zealand

» Public awareness and community engagement




Spot the difference?

Source: Safekids Aotearoa




Figure 1: Hospitalisations from hazardous substances — by
ethnicity and chemical type
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Figure 2: Hospitalisations from hazardous substances — by
ethnicity
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Using household chemicals safely
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Read the label.
Lock it up.
Keep out of reach.
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Community engagement
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Gulidance sheets
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Staying safe around chemicals

Ausgus 2068

We use household and garden chemizals and cleaners every day. Beyond helping us get the job
done, we rarely give them a second thought. But it's important that they are used property and
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Staying safe around gardening products

Busuen 3R

Weed killers, pest sprays, ferdilisers and other gardening products are considered hazandous
substances. Take exira care when using, storing, and disposing of these o protect yourself,
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Storing household chemicals safely

Aurgust 2048

Many household chemical products that you use every day can be harmful, i they aren’t used
and stored properly. From the dishwasher detergent to the sprays in your garden — store these

stored wisely to minimise the risks they may poss to others, and our envircnment.

What are household
chemicals?

ARk you may not iImmedistely think of them in this
way, chemical products [Ike these Isted hae] an
dassfied as Farardous substances. They must be used
and stored safely. They inchade:

* Mousehoid cleaners, ke sprays, detergents and
washing powders

v garden products, such 25 weed Sprays and pesicides

v cosmetics, ke soaps, shampoos, toothpasse, shaving
products, Insect repelants, sunscresn and make-up

v fgss, such as LPE for barbegues and pairol stored
for lrsmmowers

*  pasints, paint thinrers amd solvenis

* fnuworks

* faCce paint and chidren's ar producks.

v spa and pool chemicals

v poisons, Inckading insacticides and baks for pests
and insects

v pe=f products, such as fea, mis and worm ineaimenis
amd (pel s

Taking extra care

These products ane chemical substances and they nesd
o be handled with cares.  you acckdentiy nfalke, ingest
or mishandle B, you could get sick. How =ick amd what
symploms you might experience depend on the Eype or
amaunt of the substsnces you've come Info contact

with. Products labelled &s ‘organic’ and 'snvircmmenialy
Triendly’' can also be hazardous T sealiowed.

Sympioms may range from skin irEafions, sore epes, amd
Fesdyches fo breafting difficulties, burns, vomEng, and
sefious or |[Fe-threatening oonditions.

In case of potsoning, contact e Mational Polsons Centre
Immediaiely on DB00 FOIZ0M (DBOO 763 TEE).

For 3 seyers reaction o a product, seek medical advice
from your docior or speak with a regisi=red purss on
Heainine on 0800 511 116.

For emergencles, oall 111 immediately for an ambulanoz.

Read the label

The labe] haes all the informadon you need o kesp poursed
safe. For instance, it wil Ist any proieciive cothing or
ear you may feed ho use, wihether the products can be
used inside and ouftside, and any special precaufons

¥ou may nesd o ke,

Zome products will camy B words Damger, Warning,
Polson or Caution on their abel as a waming that you
mezzd B ke exirs care Wit em. They may also imclude
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others and the environment.

Know your products

Fou can take your first shep o making Four home safer by
keaming about the gandening products you use. St by
reasding the label

Flease rermemiber

* you should aways beep gardening products in Shedr
origiral containes

* matural, ‘organic’, and ‘enviroamentaly riendiy
prosducts can st be hazramous

Mak= your home and ganden safsr by choosing products
that ar= 25 genbe as possihde, amd by disposing of obkd
proacducts yow don't wse anymione. Read e instroctons on
the label o make sure pou dispose of your old products
safely, o seak advice fromm your ganden centne.

‘When your'ne Biinking of buying new products, think about
whisthisr the ol you want io do cowuld be done amoier
way, such as palling wesds by hand. i not, seek advic= fo
seject the safest and most effective product for the job, Sor
erample from the =S¥ af your ocal shore.

Take care while you garden

Bizfore you get bo work In the garden, cieck the labels of
al the products. you plam o wse o see wiead you can do o
keep yourssif and others safe.

* [ yOu are Woring near oF on sdbie piants, oheck the
Esiter] by See how kong you need o walt before e plant or
wepeiabie will b= safe to eat

* Wieargiowes, and oheck the abel bo see I yow mesed
other profecion, le 3 facsmask or safety glasses,

* Heep proscuects away from your eyes and face, and off
your skin.

* Chocse 3 calm day. The wind can Diow products inb
your ayes and face, or onbo ofer people.

= Bevery careful f pou ane working mear sireams or other
weater, Many garden procucts should mod be used mear st

* Mewer pour eflover produect down shorm weater drains.

When you're finished

After you Ainish spraying, and put all your products sway:
what next?

* Folloa the: Insrucions on the label, F any when
disposing of any ussd botties or conbainers. Heser poar
wrrused product dowen the drain.

* \Wash yoursell and the ciobfes you were weanng.

v \Wash amy other aneas that came Into uninkended conkact
with e gardening products.

"~ Safe
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products carefully to keep your family safe.

Read the label

We, the EPA, sef B rules fior the labeiling of hazardous
procucts. Alsays read the abel and Sollow the Insirucfons.

Keap products in their original
containers

Hesp housahoid chemicais and ceaners in ther orginal
packaging. Hesesr dacant them inio other conainers.

koving the substance Inbe 3 diferent con@insr means
yourll lose the sxfety Informaton printed on e label, which
3N InChude smErgency rumbers, and mportant Arst akd
Irfcrmation.

Alzo, some products are 5old In spedal packaging that
does't rEact with e substanoe Insice. Others rave child-
resisiant safety lds o prevent children from opening them.

Child-resistant packages are not child
proof

‘Chik-resisant packsges make It hand for children o open
‘them, bt they ans mod completsty child proo?. kMaks suns
you always s=al chilid AL propery befors
yiou part them away. Stone your household cleamers and
|proschschs high wp, arnd F poasbie ina ocked oupkscard.

Top tips

" Hesp your household chemical products In ther
original cortsiners - never rarsier e o okl food or
arink. contaimers

* Make sure you siore them according 6o e direciions on
e label and Iy b keep them in 3 wel-vendlated ames

* I the label says keep out of rech of children® or simiar,
miake sure e product s kepd In a lodied cabinet that's out
of children's: sight and reach

= [ the product |s fiarerssble, sione it away froem Fead
sounces such as heaters or barbeques

" HeEsp polsomcus chemicals away from food, pet food,
ard Frasdicimes

Keep e Matiorssl Polsons Centre phone number mesrhy:
D00 FOIS0M (D800 Ted TEE]
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Sustainability Trust

DIY SPRAY AND WIPE

What you'’ll need for castile-based spray and wipe
A spray bottle
2 cups distilled water
2 TBto 1/4 cup of castile soap
15 drops lavender essential oil or peppermint or orange

What you'’ll need for vinegar-based spray and wipe
1 cup distilled water
1 cup white distilled vinegar
1/2 lemon juiced (optional)
15 drops lavender essential oil or peppermint, orange, or lemon

How to make it
1. Pouringredients into a bottle.
2. Shake, shake, shake. And Shake before use.

Things to note:

« The castile-based spray can be used on all surfaces, but must be
wiped off immediately (it can get sticky if left to dry).

« Thevinegar-based spray cannot be used on marble or granite.
If you add lemon, keep it in the fridge.

Solutions for Sustainable Living | sustaintrust.org.nz ABIAIN AT%' Ug
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DIY DISHWASHING LIQUID

What you'’ll need.
A container to store it in (your old dish wash bottle will be perfect)
2 cups of boiling water
3/4 cup of liquid castile soap
1/4 cup of grated castile soap
1/4 cup of washing soda aka sodium carbonate
(not the same as baking soda)
20 drops of essential oil. Tea Tree if you want antiseptic
properties. Mint, orange or lemon if you're after a sweet smelling
clean.

How to make it
1. Bring water to boil. Reduce and add grated soap and washing
soda and mix well.
. Take it off the heat and add liquid soap. Keep stirring.
. Keep mixing as it cools. Add essential oils.
Run it through a sieve as you pour it into the bottle

(removes lumps).
. And you're good to go.
Solutions for Sustainable Living | sustaintrust.org.nz TRUST
DIY DISHWASHING POWDER
What you’ll need.
« Asealable container (glass mason jar will do the trick)
1 cup of washing soda aka sodium carbonate (not the same as
baking soda)
1 cup of baking soda

1/2 cup of Salt
3/4 cup of citric acid.

How to make it
1. Putallingredients in the jar and shake.
2. Use as normal.

SUSTAINABILITY
Solutions for Sustainable Living | sustaintrust.org.nz TRUST




Red Alerts and Caution Notices

Red Alert — precautionary tool to warn consumers
of very significant dangers

Caution Notice — alert consumers to less
dangerous, but still undesirable dangers attached to
some substances

Not regulatory instruments
Capture media interest and ‘flag’ risks to the public

Posted on epa.govt.nz, then link sent out via media
release
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News and alerts

Latest news

Alerts

Chlorothalonil use banned
outside of the workplace

Safely eradicate household

pests

Managing fire-fighting foams
manufactured with PFAS
chemicals

Please check to see if you have
3M Light Water fire-fighting
foam

How to dispose of fire-fighting
foams containing PFOS

Microbeads ban: is your
product affected?

Is your boat paint legal to
import and manufacture?

Stay safe while preparing tank
mixes

Q

Home » MNews and alerts » Alerts »

Safe use of products to eradicate rats,
mice and similar domestic pests

We want to help you stay safe when you use over-the-counter pest
control products.

14 November 2017

Who will rid me of these rats?

That was the cry of the Mayor of Hamelin in 1284, when the German town was infested with vermin. He
turned to a mysterious pied piper for help, but it didn’t go well. The rats disappeared, but so did all the

town’s children, when the mayor refused to pay the piper’s fee.

Today when we have rat or mouse infestations around the house we generally turn to products sold at
the local hardware store or supermarket.

“We want these treatments to go well for everyone except the mice and rats,” says Dr Fiona Thomson-
Carter our General Manager of Hazardous Substances and New Organisms.

We are responsible for approving hazardous substances such as these, and sets conditions for their safe
use.

“We want to emphasise that these products — and there are a wide range of them — are by their nature
harmful. They may be sold as pellets, pastes or in blocks. All need to be used with care. They pose
health risks to users, children and anyone who comes into contact with them. They can also be harmful
to domestic pets, other animals, birds and the environment,” says Fiona.

To remind householders about how to stay safe with these products, we have issued this Caution
Notice, which sets out recommended safety measures.

Caution Notice example

Caution Notice

This Maotice set= out good practice measures for householders wsing over-the-counter harmful products to eradicate rats, mice and other
similar pests around the home. Such products are widely used, and it is important wsers remain alert to the dangers they can present, and
take measures 1o overcome them.

Backgrownd

The Ervironmental Protection Authority (EPA) s=ts the rules for the use of hazardous substances and new organisms under the Hazardous
Substances and Mew Organizms Act 1956 by assessing the environmental and economic rizks and benefits to Mew Zezlanders and the
environment. It has approved for sale to consumers a rangs of products designed to kill mice, rats and similar pests around the home. The
EPA sets controls for the safe use of these products. Ower the years, many products have been approved to kill rats and mice, and they
contain different active ingredisnts.

Far that rezson, various controls have been specified over the years, according to the nature of each individuz! product and best practice at
thie time. The EPA has issued this Caution Motice to outline best practice approaches today.

These products may come inthe form of pastes, pellets, or blocks. They are poisonous, and can be harmful to hurman, animal, agusatic and
bird life. The safety of children, pets, and people who may chance across these substances in an uncontrolled situstion, is of particular
concern. The products may also harm the environment, especially waterwsys. Some products contain 2 bitbering agent, simed at deterring
non-target animals and children from ingesting them. This is usually noted on the product label. Such products remain sttractive to rats
=nd mice.

Good practice mezssures for safe use of these products

Personal Protection:

Wear non-sbsorbent gloves when handling the product or dead rodents

Do miot est, drink or smoke while using the product

On completion, wash your hands and all areas of exposed skin with soap and water
‘Wash gloves thoroughly after each use

First Aid:
Contact a doctor immediately and phone the Mational Poizons Centre on 0300 764 766
If product gets in yowr eyes, =kin or hair, wash thoroughly with water; remowve and wash any contaminated clothing

Storage and wse:

Store the product in its original container, out of the reach of children and awsay from foodstuffs, including 2nimal food
Stors securely in a cool, well-ventilated place

Awvoid laying baits in places accessible by children, pets or other non-target animsls

Refraim from laying barts in areas liable to flooding

Bait Stations:

Bait stations are recommended as the safest way of using these products

Each station should have = “floor” so the product does not come in contact with the environment and cannot be scattered by target
creatures or other animals

Bait stations make it less likely thet children will come into contact with the baits. They generally are not easily opened by children.

Protecting non-target animals

Do mot let dogs, cats, or any other non-target animal come into contact with the product
If such contact does occur, contact a veterinarian immediately

II'he product label may provide guidance for veterinarians sbout antidote procedures

Spillage:

Should a =pill ccour, prevent further spillage

Wear glowves to collect spilled product, return to the original container and seal tightly

Wash the affected ares with water and detergent, collect the residuss and place in 2 sesled container for dizposal at lzndfill

Disposal:

Dizpose of animal carcasses by burning or burying

Carcasses may contain traces of product, so keep them away from children, pets, and other animals
Retrizve all uneaten baits, wrap, place in plastic bag and dizpose st landfill

Do mot retain the product contsiner or use it for any other purpose

Wrap empty contsiners and dispose at landfill
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For more information contact:

General enquiries
Phone +64 4 916 2426 Fax +64 4 914 0433

Info@epa.govt.nz




