The repurposed  shed with an illustrious past! 
Story provided by Tony Guy, 10 April 2026.

As a "child" on the farm we had demolished old houses in the district for the timber they contained.
While still a student, I had cut sections of flooring from a house being demolished to make boxing to build a concrete wall for a car port at our home City Road.
In 1975, as an ENT Registrar (Specialist Trainee) we had sold the house at City Road, and bought the house in Halfway Bush, with nearly 3 acres behind. I cleared the gorse and blackberry in the weekends.
I decided to raise 2 dairy beef bobby calves (which we named Steak and Onions). 
To build them a pen and shelter, and a hen house, I again looked to houses being demolished as a source of timber. I called into one site, and the person on site was a DCC manager. I told him my plans, and he said the  Dean Street Depot had an old building pulled into sections that they were sending to the tip. If I removed it before Friday night, I could have it. 
Now a Registrars lot is busy, outpatients and Theatre every half day. So on Friday lunch time, I shot home, with an anesthetist Registrar Friend, grabbed the trailer, shot down to Dean Street, loaded it all onto the trailer and took it to Stephen Street, loaded it off, and went down to Dunedin Hospital and did my Friday afternoon Tonsil list!
The purpose of the shed was to store hay, and house the calves until they were old enough to stay outside.
The building was built in sections so each bit could be taken apart and moved.
It originally had a bitumen paper roof, but I put an iron roof on.
I had to build the foundations and sub floor. Then put the sections together. It was while doing this that I discovered the sheds illustrious past. The roof had deteriorated, so I built a new roof structure and put on second hand corrugated Iron. The windows were all missing any glass and had broken mullions.
The Ivy House in ? Cargill street (or York Place) was being demolished, and revealed that the Ivy had preserved it perfectly, so I planted Ivy around to protect it. I would like to remove the ivy but I am not sure how to protect it. The paint will be lead paint, but I wonder if some sort of sealant would protect its heritage?
PS when we went to UK to work in October 1978.
The calves were now big, and started to walk through hedges and fences, so I got my Father-in-law to sell them, so never got to eat them :(
Tony



Image of the shed below, after Tony has removed Ivy and wet the wood so that we can read it. 
It reads, above the hatch door:
‘Reminder’
“Have you paid your entrance fee”
 and To the right of the hatch door
"ENTRANCE
ADULTS  6d
CHILD    1d"
There is a slot in the slide hatch for honesty.
The photo below has been size reduced, if you are interested in viewing the original photo , or more photos Tony has of the shed, please contact him
Tony Guy email: tonyguy3149@gmail.com
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