Rotary Dunedin talk 11/12/25
Tena koutou katoa.
My name is 
I’m the Corps Officer of DSA. 
Thanks for the invite to say a few words.
I’m originally from England and more recently from Auckland. It’s very good to be here in this lovely city with its hills and roads that can be driven at the speed limit at most times. 
Mostly I want to say thank you for the support that Dunedin Rotary has given DSA over the last year.
You’ve helped with food donations to our foodbank which go to help those who are experiencing difficulties in their lives. 1601 Fp’s have been given out in the last year.
Your members also collected for our Redshield appeal back in May which supports Our CM. 
As well as food parcels, CM provides additional help for those struggling to provide at Christmas. It provides social work assessment, referral to other agencies and advocacy.
Other work being done by DSA this year includes providing residential addiction treatment for over 40 people. Many of these tangata have experienced life transformation as they’ve been helped to take back control of their lives from addiction to substances.
We’ve also been housing those who are homeless or in unsuitable housing situations – that’s been a major issue in the local and national news this year. Our transitional housing units have helped scores of individuals and families to stabilise and then find more permanent housing solutions. We’ve worked with Russell Lund to provide longer term social housing with additional support at the Lund apartments. 
It’s been a year of changes both internationally, nationally and locally in terms of war, climate, politics. I’d better be careful when bringing up both politics and religion in the same short speech or I might not be invited back.
What I will leave you with is a short prayer that is said by our recovery community every day to help them deal with the uncontrollable things in their lives.
God, grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change the courgae to change the things I can and the wisdom to know the difference.
Thank you all and may God bless you all this Christmas and for the new year.
