
Today we are about to honour the significant contribution and service to our club of two of our members.
We are doing this by awarding these members with a Paul Harris Fellowship pin which is a significant acknowledgement and an honour and testament to the individual, and part of the way in which the Rotary recognises a significant contribution of an individual to the Rotary Organisation.
Paul Harris lived between 1868 and 1947. He was a Chicago, Illinois – based attorney. He is the founder of the club that became the humanitarian organisation of Rotary International.  
When he began his law practice in 1896 in Chicago’s main business district, Paul Harris began to see that there was a need to create opportunities for  businessman to come together for friendship and fellowship. 
In 1905, Harris invited a group of clients and local businesspeople to form the first Rotary Cub. Soon, he realised that group could have a larger purpose and in 1907 as the third president of the Chicago Rotary club, the club initiated its first public service project, the construction of public toilets in Chicago. 
This step transformed Rotary into the world’s first Service Club.
Our mission in Rotary is 
· to provide service to others,
·  promote integrity, and
·  advance world understanding, goodwill, and peace through our fellowship of business, professional and community leaders.
We are about to acknowledge two people in this club whom we feel contributes to this mission.  At the moment, both members are unaware they are about to be called to the front to receive the Paul Harris   prestigious award.

It is the first time for the first person to be presented with a Paul Harris award, but I feel the award is long overdue.
Fiona, will you step forward please.
Fiona, we are honouring you today because of the contribution you have made (and continue to make) and the service you have given to our club.
You have been a club member for many years and have given generously and unstintingly of your time and expertise. Your empathetic and caring nature have endeared you to many members. It is impossible to summarise all the things you have done for the club, but I will mention a few.
You have served as the Club President in 2022 -23  - a very significant year as it was our centenary year. The highlight of the year was the dazzling centenary dinner held at Toitu. It was a huge celebration of our 100 years as a club, and you were at the forefront of the success of the event. We were honoured to have former governor general Sir Anaand and Lady Susan Satyanand as our guests of honour.
In your year as president, you spearheaded 2 centennial projects – the upgrade to Rotary Park and the translocation of the Tieke/South Island Saddleback to Orokonui.
You have made significant contributions to the Rotary Park projects and are always present at the working bees at Rotary Park and ready to contribute to the task at hand.
You have been a champion of the Orokonui Sanctuary and continue to be that. We hope that through you we will be involved in the future developments of the sanctuary 
As the convenor of the Community group, you will continue to give your expertise and organising skills to the fund-raising projects and activities as you have in the past. Such things as the very famous cheese making endeavours and the many Random Act of Kindness Cookies that you have initiated and organised, have been examples of your service history and will always be remembered
You have taken over the role as Bulletin Editor with gusto and enthusiasm. It’s a huge commitment each week and a great asset to us all.
And now you have put your hand up to be the Rotary Community Leader for our 11 clubs in Dunedin, the Taieri, Milton and Balclutha. This is an exciting opportunity to keep the 11 clubs in touch with each other and connected.
Fiona, you are a fine example of our motto – service above self.


Our next recipient is someone who has already received a Paul Harris fellowship. He is about to be awarded with his third saphire pin (fourth fellowship)
The first recognition is the Paul Harris pin. Sucsessive recognitions are reflected by the addition of blue saphire stones and after 5 saphire stones, rubies replace the saphire. 
The current award on this occasion is to acknowledge their significant contribution and service to the club and the work he has done and is continuing to do at Rotary Park.
I would like Peter Jackson to come forward to receive this award.
Peter, we are honouring you today because of your relentless commitment to the beautification of Rotary Park and the huge hours of physical work that has gone into the building of tracks, felling of trees, cutting up wood, weed eating and spraying and spreading of mulch. That probably doesn’t take into account the planning and scheming that takes place in your head and the liaison with the various other movers and shakers that are needed to be on board with what we are doing.
Peter, you too are a fine example of our Rotary motto Service Above self.










