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Rotary District Oceania Club Briefing
Rotary's Role in Preventing Domestic and Family Violence
Why This Matters
Domestic and family violence affects every community in New Zealand. The 2026 Salvation Army State of the Nation report highlights that family violence remains one of the country's most significant social challenges, with police responding to a family harm incident approximately every three minutes. Behind these statistics are individuals, families, and children whose lives are profoundly affected.
Rotary has a unique opportunity to help raise awareness, encourage community conversations, and support prevention through its extensive network of clubs, volunteers, and community partnerships.

Rotary's Role
Rotary is not a frontline service provider. Our role is to:
· Raise awareness and reduce stigma.
· Encourage respectful relationships and healthy communities.
· Bring people together around a common cause.
· Partner with organisations that provide specialist support.
· Demonstrate visible community leadership.
Our goal is to complement—not duplicate—the work of existing agencies.






Rotary Oceania Initiative
The District will focus on two connected initiatives:
1. Purple Fridays
Beginning in October 2026, Rotary members and community partners will be encouraged to wear a purple Rotary T-shirt every Friday.
Purple Fridays will:
· Create a visible symbol of Rotary's commitment.
· Start conversations in workplaces and communities.
· Promote messages of respect, safety, and hope.
· Build awareness leading up to the Purple Walk.
2. Purple Walk – November 2026
The Purple Walk will be the signature event of the campaign.
Working alongside Rotary clubs in Australia, Rotary Oceania will host local or regional walks to:
· Raise awareness of domestic and family violence.
· Unite communities in support of prevention.
· Promote available support services.
· Demonstrate Rotary's commitment to safer communities.
The focus is on community participation, education, and solidarity.

Where Rotary Clubs Can Make the Greatest Impact
Community Awareness
· Participate in Purple Fridays.
· Host information evenings and guest speakers.
· Share campaign messages through local media and social media.
Community Partnerships
· Build relationships with Women's Refuge, Shine, Police Family Harm Teams, The Salvation Army, schools, councils, and local community organisations.
· Invite these organisations to participate in Purple Walk events.



Schools and Youth
· Encourage Interact and Rotaract involvement.
· Promote respectful relationships and leadership.
· Involve young people in organising and participating in the walk.

Business Engagement
· Encourage local businesses to wear purple on Fridays.
· Seek sponsorship for T-shirts, event equipment, refreshments, and promotional materials.
· Invite workplaces to register teams for the Purple Walk.
Community Participation
· Invite families, sports clubs, schools, faith groups, and community organisations to walk alongside Rotary.
· Ensure the event is welcoming, inclusive, and family-friendly.

Expected Outcomes
· Greater public awareness of domestic and family violence.
· Stronger partnerships between Rotary and community organisations.
· Increased visibility of Rotary as a leader in community wellbeing.
· Greater engagement of businesses, schools, and families.
· An annual Purple Walk recognised across New Zealand and Australia as Rotary's signature awareness campaign.

Rotary's Commitment
Rotary believes everyone deserves to live free from violence and fear.
Through Purple Fridays and the Purple Walk, Rotary District 9920 will stand with survivors, support prevention, strengthen community partnerships, and send a clear message:
Rotary says NO to domestic and family violence.
Together, we can create safer homes, stronger families, and communities where everyone can live with dignity, respect, and hope.




Contacts 
Should you wish to discuss this further or have some questions please contact our Rotary Oceania Project Leads for the Say NO to Domestic and Family Violence Campaign. 
· Dave McKissock – 021670121, email dave.rotary9999@gmail.com

· Nitika Chand – 021 151 4024, email: nitika@abcbizsolutions.nz 
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