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District 9999 Rotary Foundation Newsletter — January 2025
Welcome to the January 2025 D9999 Foundation Newsletter!

Happy New Year and welcome to the first 2025 D9999 Rotary Foundation Newsletter.
Your District Foundation Committee uses this two-monthly Newsletter to keep Club
Presidents and Foundation Chairs up to date with information they need to know and to
circulate news of Foundation activities throughout the District. We'll be happy to publish
stories and photos of any Foundation fundraising or District Grants activities in your

Clubs, so please send them to me at joan.kiernan@gqueenstownnz.net.

And if you would like a personal visit or a Zoom call to your Club to talk about the
Foundation, just let us know — apart from me, there are also suitably qualified people
throughout the District who will be happy to oblige.

District Grants update

Clubs will be happy to hear that D9999 will soon be announcing a second District Grants
round with applications invited for modest ready-to-go projects which can be completed
comfortably before the end of the Rotary year. We expect to be able to distribute about
NZ$10k and we envisage an application deadline in late February - for full confirmed
details check out the first FAN of the New Year on Friday January 17%.

(This Newsletter will also be distributed again with that FAN.)

Annual update: In the 2023-24 year for which the Rotary Foundation Annual Report has
just been published, 485 District Grants with a total value of US$31m were distributed
globally.
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Polio Plus

As at December 31 2024, there had been 92 cases of wild poliovirus infection (25 in
Afghanistan and 67 in Pakistan), compared with a total of only 12 cases for 2023.

Vaccination efforts continue in earnest in these two countries, the only ones where polio

remains endemic.
The explosion of cases in Pakistan and Afghanistan is due to several factors:

* The population has become increasingly nomadic resulting in children missing out
on vaccination programs.

« Disinformation about vaccines being a western conspiracy to sterilize Muslims and
general distrust of vaccines are rampant.

* Sometimes communities refuse to allow their children to be vaccinated unless
demands such as improved infrastructure are met.

» Attacks on vaccinators and their police guards are ongoing.

» Recently, the Taliban banned door to door vaccinations by female vaccinators.

Both countries present unigue challenges that require innovative strategies. In the city of
Rawalpindi, vaccination teams recently tried a new and original approach. A drummer
travelled street to street playing familiar tunes while encouraging families to join the fun.
He wore a banner that invited families to participate in an upcoming polio vaccination
campaign. The drummer visited weekly, blending cultural traditions with polio awareness
in a way that eliminated barriers and established trust.

Polio teams vaccinated as many children in Rawalpindi and the city of Lahore as they

could, which helped the Punjab province achieve 96% vaccination coverage.

This year’s figures may be disheartening, but we must remain optimistic and committed.
A generation ago, poliomyelitis was a feared disease, paralysing hundreds of thousands of
children every year. Most countries have now eliminated the disease, and our generation
is close to eradicating it entirely. Despite the ongoing challenges, the Global Polio

Eradication Initiative (GPEI) believes it is still possible to achieve its two strategic goals:

1. To permanently interrupt transmission of all polio virus in Afghanistan and Pakistan
by the end of 2025, and if no further cases, certify those countries polio free by the
end of 2027.



2. To stop the transmission of circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus type 2 by the end
of 2026 and prevent outbreaks in polio-free regions, with certification in 2029.

So please, keep up the good work and continue to contribute to this vital cause -
remember, every dollar we raise is matched by two dollars from the Gates
Foundation.

Fundraising

Huge thanks to the Rotary Clubs of Bishopsdale/Burnside, Hornby, Nelson, Oamaru,
Rangiora, Wanaka, Westport, Riccarton, Christchurch Sunrise, Whakatu and the e-Club of
WASH who have made contributions to the Foundation and/or PolioPlus already this

year.

All Clubs will now have received this year's Commitment Notes politely suggesting
donations of $125/member for Foundation and $25/member for Polio Plus. Please let me

know if your Club hasn’t, or if you don’t know what this is!

We are also grateful to our loyal Centurion Programme and Paul Harris Society members.

We look forward to receiving contributions from many more Clubs in the coming months.

Global Grants

In the 2023-24 Rotary year, 1,287 Global Grants with a value of US$82m were

distributed over the following Areas of Focus:

57 peacebuilding and conflict prevention grants $2,615,535
620 disease prevention and treatment grants $40,786,468
191 water, sanitation, and hygiene grants $13,137,581
102 maternal and child health grants $6,235,207
104 basic education and literacy grants $6,766,604
154 community economic development grants $8,613,670
59 environment grants $3,676,914

These grants will have generated life-changing benefits for thousands of people all over
the world. Our individual efforts may seem small, and the number of Global Grants in
which our District can participate may seem modest, but they add up to a lot of good in
the world!



In addition to District and Global grants mentioned above, 106 Disaster Grants totalling

$4m and one Program of Scale of US$2m were funded.

Rotary Foundation receives highest rating from Charity Navigator For 16th

consecutive year

For the 16th consecutive year, The Rotary Foundation has received the highest rating —

four stars — from Charity Navigator, an independent evaluator of charities in the U.S.

The Foundation earned the recognition for adhering to sector best practices and
executing its mission in a financially efficient way, demonstrating both strong financial

health and commitment to accountability and transparency.

“We are delighted to provide the Rotary Foundation with third-party accreditation that
validates their operational excellence,” said Michael Thatcher, president and CEO of
Charity Navigator. “The Four-Star Rating is the highest possible rating an organization can
achieve. We are eager to see the good work that the Rotary Foundation is able to

accomplish in the years ahead.”

Charity Navigator analyzes nonprofit performance based on four key indicators, referred
to as beacons. Currently, nonprofits can earn scores for the impact and results,

accountability and finance, culture and communities, and leadership and adaptability.

Charity Navigator is the largest and most utilized independent charity evaluator in the
U.S. Since 2001, the organization has been an unbiased and trusted source of information

for more than 11 million donors annually.

Rotary Foundation Bequest Society - Your Legacy — Rotary’s Promise

The Rotary Foundation transforms your gifts into service projects that change lives both
close to home and around the world. When you give to The Rotary Foundation, you fuel
our service projects - projects that eradicate polio, promote peace, and improve
developing communities. With your help, we can make lives better in your community and
around the world.

Have you considered making a donation to the Rotary Foundation in your will?


https://www.charitynavigator.org/index.cfm?bay=search.summary&orgid=4553

When you plan a gift to Rotary through your estate or financial plans, you will continue a
100-year tradition of uniting leaders from all continents, cultures and industries for the
common good. It is easier than you might think.

PDG Trish Boyle is the person responsible in District 9999 for working with Rotarians to
consider a bequest in their will, and the District 9999 Foundation Committee would
encourage all Rotarians to consider this.

Please see the brochure attached to this update for more information.

Wouldn't it be great if we could have at least 10 Rotarians commit money in their will this
Rotary year by the 30 June! Get in touch -

Any comments or questions about the Rotary Foundation welcome, to District Rotary

Foundation Chair Joan Kiernan at joan.kiernan@queenstownnz.net or on 021 356 265.

If you would like a personal visit or a Zoom call to your Club to talk about the Foundation,
just let us know — there are suitably qualified people throughout the District who will be
happy to oblige.
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