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Information about our next Rotary Meeting (usually held at Cambridge Bowling Club, 7.10 for 7.30 am): 

Wednesday 8th October 2025 
Activity:  Jarrod Lawford – Recfishwest (recreational fishing) 

      On Duty:  Club Host:  Cate Barlow                                                       Set up/Pack up:  Peter Burns   

Coming up soon 
Wednesday 15th October 2025 

 
Activity:   Jane Rowlands – an education topic 
 

Club Host: Jeremy Wood 
Set up/pack up:  Mike Graham 

 
 

GENERAL NEWS ITEMS 

• We were reminded to wear Rotary T shirts on 
24 Oct – Ride the Train for Polio awareness 

• Bridgetown weekend reminder 30 Oct/2 Nov 
• Rotary in WA celebrates its Centenary in 2027; 

it is hoped that we will have 100 Peace Poles in 
place by then (65 at present) 

• The District Conference will be held in Northam 
over the weekend 13/15 Mar 2026 

 

 
 

 

NEWS ABOUT OUR CLUB MEETINGS, ROTARY GENERALLY, & OUR WORLD 
 
 Jan Bant has been Chair of the Friends of the Western Swamp Tortoise Inc. since it was incorporated 
19 years ago, and she came to our meeting to tell us all about this critically endangered creature. The 
Tortoise (WST) was thought to have been extinct for over one hundred years until a young boy found 
one at Bullsbrook in 1953. WSTs are found only in the Swan Valley, and they are slow to grow and 
slow to breed. It takes at least 8 years for a WST to reach adulthood, and some start to breed only at 
the age of about 20. They are found in the Twin Swamps and Ellen Brook Reserves, but the latter is 
the only viable place for them to breed in the wild. Typically they lay one or two eggs per annum. As 
a result, there is a comprehensive breeding programme at the Perth Zoo, and at present there are 
244 in that location. WSTs are carnivores which eat only minute insects, and when the waters in the 
swamp seasonally disappear, they go underground and hibernate for six months.  Their numbers are 
adversely affected by climate change, their slow breeding, and by feral enemies such as foxes, and at 
Ellen Brook they are protected by electric fencing and underground plastic shields. Housing 
developments are also having an impact. ECU is allowing some students to analyse data now, and 
there is a comparison on the cards between natural birth versus incubation. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Birthdays:  Robyn Holywell (20 Sep); Anneitta McHarrie (8 Oct)   

Wedding anniversaries: none this time 

Rotary anniversaries: none this time  

IF A MEMBER CAN’T ATTEND, OR WANTS TO BRING A VISITOR, PLEASE ADVISE LIBBY LARSEN BY EARLY MONDAY MORNING 

Either by telephone (0438 462 917) or email (libbylarsen@westnet.com.au).                Bulletin Editor: Roger Veary                                       
 

What’s the best thing about Switzerland? Don’t really know, but the flag’s a big plus  

mailto:libbylarsen@westnet.com.au

