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SERVE TO CHANGE LIVES District 9455 Western Australia

We usually meet at the Cambridge Bowling Club, Howtree Place, Floreat (near the Forum), at 7.10 am for 7.30 am.

Our next Rotary Meeting: Wednesday, 17 November

Speaker: Club Forum Topic: Our Fete on Saturday

OnDuty 17/11/21:

Speaker intro & thanks: n/a Set up/Pack up: Stan Robins
GENERAL NEWS ITEMS

e Our Fete is on Saturday week! No more stock please, but we still need quality items for the Silent Auction and
the Raffle; Frank needs help with clearing the Church shed next Monday from 9.30 am until done; please
distribute leaflets, posters etc as much as possible; does anyone have access to clothing racks please?

e Frank also advised that we need one more person to help at the Driver Education programme (RWADE) to be
held on Thursday 2" December between 9.00 am and about 2.00 pm. Please contact Frank asap.

e Try to attend the brief Remembrance Day service at the West Leederville War Memorial to support Cate
Barlow please; Thursday 11" November — arrive from 10.30 am for an 11.00 am start.

Coming up soon: Wednesday, 24 November
Speaker: Fete Accompli ! - reviewing the Fete that was Topic: n/a

Speaker intro & thanks: n/a Set up/Pack up: David James

NEWS FROM OUR LAST MEETING

David Thomas of the Claremont Sub-branch of the RSL came to tell us about the comparison between the West's
involvement with Vietnam and Afghanistan respectively. David spent 20 years at the SAS between 1974 and
1994 and he has observed the military events of the last 45 to 50 years with great interest. The Vietnam War
lasted 10 years and involved 500,000 troops, and was the largest involvement of troops since WWII. By
comparison, the Afghanistan War lasted 20 years but involved only about 38,000 troops. Consequently the US
deaths totalled around 58,000 in Vietnam verses 2,500 in Afghanistan. The motivation for being in Vietham was
basically to stop the spread of communism, but in Afghanistan it was aimed at suppressing terrorism. In the end
the withdrawal of troops from Vietnam was staged whereas in the case of Afghanistan it was very quick — just a
matter of months. It is estimated that Australia has spent $16.5 billion on various conflicts over the last 25 years,
and this doesn’t take into account the costs associated with resultant physical injuries, PTSD, other mental
disorders, and suicides. From the perspective of individual service personnel, war is bitter sweet: the bitterness
is caused by commitments made by politicians and the sweetness comes from the camaraderie. David also
advised that the Claremont RSL is now thriving, and he thanked our Club for assisting with the Poppy Day
collection at the Floreat Forum last Friday by presenting us with a framed Certificate of Appreciation.

I backed a horse last week; the winner came in at 5 to 1, mine at a quarter past three!

Birthdays: Jeremy Wood (13 Nov)
Wedding anniversaries: none this time
Rotary anniversaries: Peter Burns (’78)

IF A MEMBER CAN’T ATTEND, OR WANTS TO BRING A VISITOR, PLEASE ADVISE LIBBY LARSEN BY EARLY MONDAY MORNING
Either by telephone (0438 462 917 or 9446 2917) or email (libbylarsen@westnet.com.au). Bulletin Editor: Roger Veary
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