
  

            
                
     

We usually meet at the Cambridge Bowling Club, Howtree Place, Floreat (near the Forum), at 7.10 am for 7.30 am 
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Information about our next Rotary Meeting: 

Wednesday 5th April 2023 

 Speaker:  Eva & Wilco Veerman     Topic: RYE to France; Being a Naval Architect 
 
On Duty:  Speaker Host, Introduction & thanks:  Rory Beattie                       Set up/Pack up:  Peter McSkimming 

Coming up soon 
Wednesday 12th April 2023 

Speaker:  Kay McIntyre 
Topic:  Guide Dogs WA 
 
Speaker Host, Intro & thanks: Peter Burns 
Set up/pack up:  Rod Lane 

 
 

IF A MEMBER CAN’T ATTEND, OR WANTS TO BRING A VISITOR, PLEASE ADVISE LIBBY LARSEN BY EARLY MONDAY MORNING 

Either by telephone (0438 462 917) or email (libbylarsen@westnet.com.au).      Bulletin Editor: Roger Veary                                       

 

We had a most interesting presentation by writer Stella Budrikis this week who came along to tell us about 
a true story that she has used as the basis for her latest book – The Edward Street Baby Farm. Stella was 
born in Lancashire but came to Australia with her family when she was twelve. Whilst Stella was studying to 
become a doctor she thoroughly enjoyed writing essays, and eventually this led her to dream about 
becoming a full-time writer. Stella soon realised that she preferred non-fiction. Apart from producing two 
small books in pdf format (‘Faith In Crisis’ and ‘Hope In Sorrow’) Stella has a family history blog called Clogs 
and Clippers, and it was during the research for her book ‘Susan’ that Stella came across Alice Mitchell and 
the Baby Farm situation. This of course led to the writing of The Edward Street Baby Farm which was 
published in late 2020. Stella described the rather unappealing living conditions in Perth in the early 1900s 
and it was in 1907 that Perth woman Alice Mitchell was arrested for the murder of five-month-old Ethel 
Booth. During the inquest and subsequent trial, Western Australians were horrified to learn that at least 37 
infants had died in Mitchell’s care in the previous six years. It became clear that she had been running a 
‘baby farm’, making a profit out of caring for the children of single mothers and other ‘unfortunate women’. 
Alice Mitchell faced only one count of murder due to lack of evidence relating to the other 36 deaths, and 
she was sentenced to five years in Fremantle Prison. The doctor and health inspector who had supervised 
Alice over the years were clearly incompetent, and it all led to significant child protection law changes. 
 

 

 

 

GENERAL NEWS ITEMS 

• Our condolences to the Holywells on the 
passing of Robyn’s Mother. As a result, the roll 
and onion cutting this Friday will be at 1.30 pm 
at the Wagners (45 Ailsa St Wembley Downs). 

• Cate gave feedback from the Floreat Primary 
sausage sizzle. 

• Board Meeting next Wednesday at 8.45 am 

 
 

 
 

Birthdays:  Peter McSkimming (3 Apr); Mike Mullin (8 Apr) 

Wedding anniversaries: none this time  

Rotary anniversaries: Peter Pearse (‘87) 

I was fired as a stage designer; I left without making a scene 

NEWS FROM LAST WEEK 
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