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Information about our next Rotary Meeting (usually held at Cambridge Bowling Club, 7.10 for 7.30 am): 

Wednesday 23rd April 2025 
Activity:  No meeting today; please see Pres. Max’s email dated 11th April 

      On Duty:  Club Host:  n/a                                                            Set up/Pack up:  n/a  

Coming up soon 
Wednesday 30th April 2025 

 

Activity: Peter Kennedy – A Review of the Federal Election 
 
Club Host: Graham McHarrie 
Set up/pack up:  Mike Graham 

 
 

GENERAL NEWS ITEMS 
 

• Remember upcoming events: ToC ANZAC Day 
service Cenotaph West Leederville 25th April 
7.50 am, Changeover (9th Jul), the Dowerin 
Field Day on 27th Aug, and the Bridgetown 
Garden weekend 31st Oct / 2nd Nov. 

• Don Holywell gave an update on the Surabaya 
Teacher exchange situation. 

 
 

 
 

 

NEWS ABOUT OUR CLUB MEETINGS, ROTARY GENERALLY, & OUR WORLD 
 
 Rob Rippingale attended our recent meeting to give a discourse on the Life and Times of Thomas 
Huxley, and it certainly raised a myriad of interesting facts. Rob is a retired academic researcher based 
at Curtin University, where he specialised in the topic of Plankton and Algal Bloom, but Rob came to 
talk about Thomas Huxley and the influence that gentleman had on his era and beyond. Huxley was 
born in 1825 and initially he went to the Greater Ealing School, but left at the age of 10 after “two 
years of pandemonium”! Thomas then engaged in 5 years of self-education, following which he went 
to London in 1840 to become an apprentice apothecary. In 1841 Thomas studied anatomy at 
Sydenham College, and the following year he was awarded a Scholarship to the Charing Cross 
Hospital (valued at 42 pounds per annum). In 1845 Huxley joined the Navy as an Assistant Surgeon, 
and boarded the HMS Rattlesnake – by then a survey ship. Thomas established his scientific 
reputation by the papers he wrote on this voyage, leading to his election as fellow of the Royal 
Society in 1851. He met Henrietta in Sydney in 1847, and eventually married her in 1855. They had 8 
children. Amongst the people that Huxley met and interacted with were Charles Darwin, Charles 
Kingsley and W S Gilbert (of G & S fame). Huxley was said to be Darwin’s ‘Bulldog’! 
 
 

 
                                                                                                      
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Birthdays:  Mike Mullin (8 Apr)   

Wedding anniversaries: none this time 

Rotary anniversaries: Peter Pearse (’87); Jeremy Wood (’14) 

IF A MEMBER CAN’T ATTEND, OR WANTS TO BRING A VISITOR, PLEASE ADVISE LIBBY LARSEN BY EARLY MONDAY MORNING 

Either by telephone (0438 462 917) or email (libbylarsen@westnet.com.au).                Bulletin Editor: Roger Veary                                       
 

Time flies like an arrow; fruit flies like a banana 
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