
  

            
                
     

We usually meet at the Cambridge Bowling Club, Howtree Place, Floreat (near the Forum), at 7.10 am for 7.30 am 
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Information about our next Rotary Meeting: 

Wednesday 10th May 2023 

 Speaker:  Emeritus Professor Alan Harvey  Topic: The Beneficial Effects of Music 
 
On Duty:  Speaker Host, Introduction & thanks:  Ross Ledger                               Set up/Pack up:  Jeremy Wood 

Coming up soon 
Wednesday 17th May 2023 

Speaker:  n/a 

Topic:  n/a 
NO NORMAL MEETING THIS DAY; WE VISIT DFES INSTEAD 
Speaker Host, Intro & thanks: n/a 
Set up/pack up:  n/a 

 
 

IF A MEMBER CAN’T ATTEND, OR WANTS TO BRING A VISITOR, PLEASE ADVISE LIBBY LARSEN BY EARLY MONDAY MORNING 

Either by telephone (0438 462 917) or email (libbylarsen@westnet.com.au).      Bulletin Editor: Roger Veary                                       

 

About 26 years ago Dr George O’Neil, an Irish born Obstetrician who has worked in many remote parts of 
the world, decided to start an addiction treatment clinic in Subiaco, and this led to the establishment of the 
Fresh Start addiction treatment services. CEO Jeff Claughton came along to tell us all about it, and it was an 
eye-opener for all present. From modest beginnings Fresh Start now has two sites in Subiaco – a GP Clinic in 
Townshend Road and a Treatment Clinic in York Street – plus a residential rehab facility in Northam and 6 
houses around the metro area of Perth. The process starts with Assessment, then moves to Treatment, after 
which Support is provided until Completion is achieved. Medical services are bulk-billed but clients pay for 
medicines including 2 implants which cost around $3,200. Eighty per cent of clients are on Centrelink, so it 
is not surprising that the debt write-off figure is very large. Jeff explained that Fresh Start must rely heavily 
on donations, but these were badly affected by the Covid pandemic. The average age of clients is 34 years, 
many of whom have been addicted for around 10 years. Recovery from opiate addiction is a long-term 
project which may take five to ten years. Jeff went on to outline various types of addiction including 
amphetamines and alcohol, and it was interesting to learn that some of the medications are similar to the 
actual problem drugs. An example of this is the Naltrexone implants which are manufactured in Subiaco and 
which usually last for about six months. There is no Commonwealth funding at all as the Federal Government 
regards addiction as a State issue. Fresh Start is certainly an amazing service for very vulnerable people. 
 

 

 

 

GENERAL NEWS ITEMS 
• President Frank is visiting City Beach Probus on 

Monday at 10.00 am. Anyone care to join him? 
• The District 9455 Closure Dinner is on 17 June at 

the UWA Club. Only $45 each; contact Jeremy 
Wood for a place at the table. 

• Remember: no normal meeting on 17 May; 
instead, a visit to DFES Pinjarra followed by lunch 
at the Ravenswood Tavern. 

 
 

 
 

Birthdays: none this time 

Wedding anniversaries: none this time 

Rotary anniversaries: Rod Lane (’85) 

He: “For 36 years all you do is find fault with what I say”. She: ’34 years’ 

NEWS FROM LAST WEEK 
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