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District 9455 Western Australia

We usually meet at the Cambridge Bowling Club, Howtree Place, Floreat (near the Forum), at 7.10 am for 7.30 am

Cambridge Courier

Information about our next Rotary Meeting:

Wednesday 14" June 2023

Speakers: Ella MacDonald Topic: Pacific Seeds
On Duty: Speaker Host, Introduction & thanks: Max Puddey Set up/Pack up: Jim Berry
Coming up soon GENERAL NEWS ITEMS
Wednesday 215t June 2023 e Invitations to our Changeover Lunch on 5™ July
T have been sent out. Please respond asap.
Speaker: tba e Jeremy Wood recently presented a Peace Pole
Topic: tha to the Jolimont Primary School (#286).
e The Social Committee is planning a few days

Speaker Host, Intro & thanks: John Gartlan away in Mandurah in the last J of 2023.

e Pres. Frank gave an update on the progress of

Set up/pack up: Peter Wagner e
p/p P & our handful of ‘suffering’ Members/Partners.

NEWS FROM LAST WEEK

Dr Rui ‘Chris’ Ruan, accompanied by Dr Behzad Heidari, gave us a very interesting account of the research
that is taking place around the use of Mother-of-Pearl (MoP) as a natural bone substitute in orthopaedic
trauma medicine. They are both with Marine Biomedical which was established in 2021 and which is the first
biotech company to be founded in regional WA. The company owns patented technology called PearlBone
which is a natural bone substitute made from pearl oyster shells. Pearling occurs mostly for jewellery, and
so the shells are really a by-product of that process. Bone implants are the second most frequent transplant
procedure, and traditional methods have often led to poor outcomes. Reconstructive surgery will be able to
utilise 3 different approaches — block grafts, granular grafts, and injectable cement. The use of MoP for
decorative purposes dates back thousands of years in places like China, and the Aboriginal population in
Australia has used it as a trading tool over a long period of time as well. In WA MoP comes from the Kimberley
region, and by 1914 Broome was supplying 80% of the demand. The quality of these shells is very high, but
shells from other regions such as Indonesia have an undesirable heavy metal content. The PearlBone product
still has to undergo clinical trials and to obtain necessary approvals, but good progress is being made in this
regard. This year has seen the establishment of a clean room in Broome which will facilitate the production
of PearlBone for use in orthopaedic applications. The success of this and other planned products will re-
invigorate the pearling industry in WA, and provide patients with a very useful solution to trauma.

Electricity comes from electrons; does morality come from morons?

Birthdays: none this time
Wedding anniversaries: none this time
Rotary anniversaries: none this time

IF A MEMBER CAN’T ATTEND, OR WANTS TO BRING A VISITOR, PLEASE ADVISE LIBBY LARSEN BY EARLY MONDAY MORNING
Either by telephone (0438 462 917) or email (libbylarsen@westnet.com.au). Bulletin Editor: Roger Veary
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