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In Focus  
 

Rotary Moments  
By: Past President (PP) Paliath “Mohan” MOHANDAS 

 

 
 
 
Following is an extract of PP Mohan’s sharing with members at the Club’s National Day Celebrations held on 
Saturday, 13 August 2022 at the InterContinental Singapore.  
 
“My very first Rotary moment came soon after I joined the Rotary Club (RC) of Singapore, somewhat by accident, 
in December 1992. My induction into the Rotary Club of Singapore was my first memorable Rotary Moment.  I had 
an interview with PP Bhagwan Melwani who was the senior-most Past President of R C Singapore, and therefore, 
by definition, the senior-most Past President  in Singapore. He briefed me on Rotary and what was expected of a 
new  Rotarian. My initial impression of course was that this may not be as much fun as I expected! But  then I soon 
realised that apart from fun and fellowship, as a service organisation, we are here to do service for the less 
fortunate. I frankly had no idea what Rotary was all about when my colleague, Rtn B K Wong asked if I would like 
to “take his place” in the Rotary Club of Singapore.  He could not attend Rotary meetings regularly anymore 
because he got a new job which involved a lot of travelling. Therefore he was planning to resign. He was kind 
enough to introduce me to Rotary. 
 

For the first few years, I was not able to give much time to Rotary due to work pressures and related travel. When 
I retired from my active corporate life, I started to be more active in Rotary.  
 

I had for several years turned down invitations to be on the Board, but finally was persuaded by PP C K Ang that I 
should serve on his Board. From then on I have been on the RC Singapore board many times as Director, Chairman 
of Vocational Service Committee, Chairman of Community Service Committee, and Vice President.  I was also the 
Co-Chair of the prestigious Rotary-ASME Entrepreneur of the Year Award for 3 years, and Assistant Governor (AG) 
in 2012-13. Rotary’s involvement  in starting such a big award got me to think about how we are able to influence 
communities through our hard work. 
 

There are several Rotary Moments that come to mind – examples of some are:- 
 

During my Presidency, when I led our team to Chitradurga near Bangalore for the Eye Camp that we do each year, 
I was simply overwhelmed at the sight of hundreds of villagers from nearby villages who came to this Government 
Hospital for cataract surgery. These are mostly illiterate villagers who have assumed that they will never be able 
to see again. After the team of doctors performed the surgery, they are given a pair of sunglasses and they rest 
at the hospital overnight ; many patients and their relatives lying on the floor. Food and transport are provided 
for them. The next day Dr Solanki  comes and examines each patient. When they open their eyes after the bandage 
is removed, they think that they have met God, and prostrate in front of the doctor and his team. This is a true 
Rotary moment! 
 
Similarly, we went to several small towns in the northern Luzon area of the Philippines. Our Rotary doctors led by 
PP Dr Angamuthu Rajoo of RC Johore Bahru performed  cleft lip and palate surgeries. Children who would not 
meet anyone or go to school but would simply stay at home due to their disability were transformed by this 
surgery. It was incredible to see 8-year-old Christian again after his surgery the previous year. Truly, another Rotary 
Moment. Another person who has done decades of medical work in the Philippines is our own PP Dr Oliver 
Hennedige. 

PP Paliath “Mohan” Mohandas receives the  
Rotarian of the Year (RY 2021-22)  Trophy from IPP 

Louis Lim  
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In Focus  
 

Rotary Moments…contd.  
 

There are other Rotary Moments like attending the RI Convention in Singapore in 1999, which was the largest 
convention held at Suntec City. The convention Chair was none other than our own PDG Dr Philbert Chin. 
 

Another personal Rotary Moment came when I was nominated to be the President of RC Singapore, the largest 
club in the District. Being the oldest club and the mother club to many others, there were years-long traditions to 
be maintained. I found that it was almost a full-time job to manage our club. Such a task could not have been 
undertaken, but for the help and guidance from committed leaders, Rotarians and Past Presidents who gave their 
time without hesitation. 
 

There are of course several more Rotary Moments which can be listed. Overall, I can say that Rotary has been a 
very positive contributor in my personal life.” 
 
 

Being an Honorary Member 
 
Also at the Club’s National Day Celebrations held on 13 August 2022, Honorary Member 
(HM) Rtn Uttam Kripalani was requested to say a few words about becoming an 
Honorary Member.  
 

HM Rtn Uttam first thanked the Club for the honour given to him by making him an 
Honorary Member. 

One of the reasons could be his impeccable record of Hundred percentage 
attendance spread over the entire period of 39 years of being a Rotarian of the 
RCS. To this could also be added the three years when he was a member of the RC of Cochin West in India. 

He was also adjudged the Rotarian of the Year in 2014/15. 

He also pointed out that over the years he had served as the Chairman or active member of many of the 
committees  including CSC, YSC, ISC,VSC and had the privilege of heading the Major Project committee on several 
occasions. He spent many years on the Board including being the Honorary Secretary and Vice President. 

As an MC and committee member he was involved with the President Installation evenings on at least three 
occasions and recently had the privilege of being the MC for the dinner evening hosted by our Club in honour of 
the RI President Shekhar Mehta    

He pointed out that he has always taken his commitment as a member very seriously and strongly believed in the 
principle of Service Above Self. 

He urged members both old and new to take full advantage of the opportunities available to create friendship 
and fellowship with a view to collectively working towards fulfilling the aims and objectives of the Rotary 
movement. 

The potential offered to Rotarians is boundless provided efforts are made to plan, utilise and take advantage of 
the opportunities available. 

Having joined the Club, we must set aside time and effort to play our part in the activities of the Club. 

HM Uttam Kripalani with  IPP Louis 
Lim  
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Global Grant Report  
 

Global Grant (GG) 2117629 COVID-19 Equipment Purchase – 

Cauayan City Philippines 
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Global Grant Report  
 

Global Grant (GG) 2117629 COVID-19 Equipment Purchase – 

Cauayan City Philippines…contd.  
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Meeting Reports  
 

3rd Club Meeting for Rotary Year 2022-2023 held on 3.8.2022  
1s1st Club Assembly Proceedings (Part 2)                        
 
Welcome & Toast 
President James Lee opened the Meeting and welcomed guests and all present.  
 
He called on Toastmaster, Rtn Ravi Machiraju who invited visiting Rtn Nilesh Kapse from the Rotary Club of 
Bangalore to briefly address the Club before call members to join him in a toast to the Bangalore club coupled 
with the toast to Rotary International.  
 
 

Exchange of Banners  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Announcements 
President James highlighted the following Club Projects: 

• Eye Screening Camp held at APSN on 30 July 2022 for 89 beneficiaries 

• Members Engagement Seminar held at InterContinental Singapore on 30 July as well 

• Interact Leadership Training Camp (ILTC) 2022 from 23 to 24 July 
 
 

Nominating Committee for RY 2022-2023  
Members were informed that five qualified nominations were received for the Nominating Committee for Rotary 
Year (RY) 2022-2023. The nominations were for Rtn Suresh Keerthi, PP Stan Low, PP Paliath “Mohan” Mohandas, 
Rtn Subhash Pritmani and PP Tapan Rao.  
 
President James advised that elections would be conducted at the weekly meeting on Wednesday, 17 August by 
secret ballot. However at the meeting, Rtn Subhash Pritmani graciously withdrew his candidacy for the 
Nominating Committee. 
 
For the benefit of new members, President James advised that formation of the  Nominating Committee was the 
process for selection of the President Nominee, who is the Club’s President after PE Dr Chan Siew Luen. He added 
that also included in the Nominating Committee were IPP Louis Lim, PE Siew Luen and himself.  
 
 
 

From left: President James exchanged banners with Rtn Nilesh Kapse ( RC Bangalore) and Rtn Akram Cassim (RC Colombo) 
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Meeting Reports  
 

3rd Club Meeting for Rotary Year 2022-2023 held on 3.8.2022 

 
Nomination for District Governor 2025-2026  
President James reminded members of the Resolution for nomination of Past 
President Dr Shahul Hameed as suggested candidate for District Governor-nominee 
of Rotary District 3310 for Rotary Year 2025-26 and called for the adoption of the 
Resolution which was passed unanimously at the meeting. 
 
President James then invited PP Dr Shahul to address the Club. PP Shahul thanked 
members for their overwhelming support.  
 
 
 

Proposed Prepayment for Dinner Dues  
President James further called for the formal adoption of the earlier proposed  prepayment for dinner dues which 
members unanimously voted to collect 30% prepayment (12 meetings per year - $660) from members (except 
those who are exempted) based on an estimated total of 40 meetings per year. As this is in line with the 
constitutional attendance requirement, members will be given no accruals. (Exceptions include Honorary 
Members, Rule of 85 and Ambassador members). The billing for membership dues would be sent out in August.  

 
 
Panel Discussion   
- Economic Future of Southeast Asia 
Next on the agenda, was an insightful panel 
discussion of Rotarians who are at the forefront 
of shaping the future of their respective 
organisations in this new economic 
environment, which was moderated by 
Membership Director Rtn Francesco De Liva.  
 

The panel comprised of Rtn Dr Denis Hew, 
Director at APEC Policy Support Unit, Rtn Jens 
Ruebbert, Managing Director & Head APAC at 
LBBW, Rtn Sean Leas, Founder of LeasAsia and 
ISC Director Rtn Varun Gulati, Director at Maitri 
Asset Management.  
 

The topics discussed covered the current state of Southeast Asia; the engines of economic growth and the 
economic future of Southeast Asia, with the panelists highlighting their informative views based on their varied 
experiences.   
 

Following the panel discussions, a lively Q&A session was held with members from the floor peppering the 
panelists with many questions pertaining to the economic future of Southeast Asia such as possibilities of nuclear 
energy in the region; and the need and investment of sustainable energy and the effects of one currency in ASEAN 
if feasible.  
 

To extend the vote of thanks, Rtn Francesco called upon VP Tom Wolf who thanked Rtn Francesco for moderating 
the discussion, and warm thanks to the panelists for their expert views and the comments from members .  
 

From left: Rtns Francesco, Denis, Varun, Sean & Jens 

PP Dr Shahul Hameed 
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Meeting Reports  
 

National Day Celebrations Meeting held on 13.8.2022  
 

Opening Remarks 
President James Lee started this special celebratory meeting at 9.00am at the InterContinental Singapore (Bugis) 
with a warm welcome and thanked members for their attendance.  
 
The toast to Rotary International was raised by Sergeant-at-Arms, Rtn Dr Claus Dusemund.  
 
 

 
1st Induction for RY 2022-2023  
A new member was inducted to the Club, the first for this Rotary year 2022-23. 
President James inducted Rtn Suzanne Ng, who attended the meeting with her 
husband Mr Steven Ho.  
 
Rtn Suzanne is the Programme Chair in Wellness and Hospitality business, School of 
Hospitality at Republic Polytechnic. She was proposed to the Club by PE Dr Chan Siew 
Luen and her mentor is PP Paliath “Mohan” Mohandas. Rtn Suzanne’s classification is 
Education: Hospitality and she was recommended to join the Youth Service 
Committee.  
 
 
 
 

Presentation of Paul Harris Fellow (PHF) Recognitions 
President James presented the PHF recognitions to the following members and to Rtn Lisa Gwee who collected 
her husband, Dr Ganesh’s pin.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Pres. James presents the 
membership kit to Rtn Suzanne Ng 
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Meeting Reports  
 
Photo Album of the National Day Celebrations Meeting held on 13.8.2022  

 

PP Paliath Mohandas & HM Uttam Kripalani 
addressing the Club 

The Club’s newest member, Rtn Suzanne & the most senior 
member present at the meeting, HM Dr Ivor Thevathasan 

cutting the Country’s & Club’s Birthday cake 

Leading the Sing-
along is Rtn Sissi 

Goh 

Rtn Lisa Gwee joining in 
from the floor 

Rtns Lisa & Sissi in a rousing rendition of the 
 NDP song, “Home” 

Enjoying a great Sing-along 
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Meeting Reports  
 

4th Club Meeting for Rotary Year 2022-2023 held on 17.8.2022  
 
 
 

Opening Remarks 
President James welcomed guests and visiting Rotarians, including Director Vineet Iyengar’s mother as well as 
Rtn Lynna Wong from Rotary Club of Shanghai International. 
 
Followed by the toast to Rotary International and Rotary Club of Shanghai International by Toastmaster Rtn 
Mohan Chugani.  After which, PP Mark Wang was invited to present banners collected from his visits to various 
Rotary Clubs.  
 

 
Presentation of Paul Harris Fellow (PHF) Recognitions 
President James presented the PHF recognitions to the following members: 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
New Appointment to the Board 
President James announced the appointment of Rtn Adnan Ansari to the Board as The Rotary 
Foundation (TRF) Director with immediate effect for this Rotary year. 
 
 

 
Step Up to End Polio 
On behalf of TRF Director Adnan, President James advised of the much-awaited Step Up to End Polio 
programme in commemoration of World Polio Day on 24 October,  with the 8-week Steps Challenge 
from 21 August to 16 October 2022.  
 
Click on the above google form to register now!  https://forms.gle/i7pSrkCwSPKeEMis6 
After registration, registrant must go online sign into My Rotary to donate US$50 to Polio Fund and email 
donation proof to stepupendpolio@gmail.com The committee will then guide participants to download the 
apps on the mobile to get ready for the Steps Challenge.  
 

Rtn Adnan Ansari 

https://forms.gle/i7pSrkCwSPKeEMis6
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Meeting Reports  
 

4th Club Meeting for Rotary Year 2022-2023 held on 17.8.2022  
 
 

SERVICE COMMITTEES’ OVERVIEW OF PLANS 
Community Service Committee (CSC) Meeting 

CSC Director Sonali Sinha highlighted the Committee’s four themes of service for the year.    
 
She briefed members on the following: 
• Meeting with Ms Pauline Tan, Head of Programme with HCSA Dayspring to plan 
workshops on topics like parenting, financial planning and mental health. She advised that Ms 
Reena Goenka from Insightful Counselling & Training was open to conducting two pro-bono 
workshops as well.  
• Call for Volunteers for the Eye Screening Camp for Society for Aged Sick (SAS) on 22 
October from 9am to 3pm. A comprehensive eye screening will be conducted for about 30  
residents of the Home.  

• Cricket for Migrant Workers Project with Alliance of Guest Workers Outreach (AGWO), Hope Initiative  
Alliance (HIA) & JTC – Rtn Sonali called on Rtn Vivek Chhabra who gave background information on the migrant 
workers and of the project for cricket training to support their physical and mental wellbeing. Rtn Anindya Dutta 
further advised the proposed plan to have migrant workers to come and practice and organize tournaments and 
possibly to have famous cricket players to talk with the migrant workers perhaps via Zoom and to create an eco-
system for this programme.  
• A proposed Global Grant for the Society of the Aged Sick is being looked at with help from PP Dr Shahul  

Hameed. 
 
 

International Service Committee (ISC) Meeting 
ISC Director Varun Gulati informed members on the changes of Country Champions as well as 
leads for the various sub-committees.  He gave updates on the following: 
• Book of Humour (BOH) – members travelling overseas to carry the BOH along with the 
Club flag at a cost of $15.00 
• International visits - Patong Beach Phuket, BRDB (Kuala Lumpur) Children Home and 
sister club Kuala Lumpur DiRaja’s installation 
• Sister Club/partner clubs Installations – RC Bandar Seri Begawan and RC K K Pearl. 
• Ukraine projects update from Rtn Priveen Suraj on a project for food packages and 
supply of blankets for the coming winter for discussion at the next committee meeting.  
• India Desk project – desks have been delivered to 18 schools with more expected   

deliveries to be made. 
• Updates of possible projects were highlighted for members information.  
• International Visits – Malang Help The Children from 2-4 September; Japan visit postponed till next year 

and Bali project visit planned for 8-9 October.  
• List of the Sister / Friendship Club agreements signed and renewed was tabled. 

  

PP Stan Low cited the Club’s Constitution and cautioned on projects of a political nature; President James noted 
that at the next ISC meeting looked forward on the Committee to give a resolution on this matter.  

Comments and feedback were received on the coming Deepavali event planned for 26 October, after which 
President James closed the Meeting at 8.10pm 
 

Rtn Sonali Sinha 

Rtn Varun Gulati 
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Meeting Reports  
5th Club Meeting for Rotary Year 2022-2023 held on 24.8.2022  
 

Opening Remarks 
President James called the meeting to order and invited Youth Service Director Mukundan A P to officially 
welcome guests of members and visiting Rotarians.  
 

Following this, Toastmaster Rtn Etienne Chenevier invited visiting PP Bobbie Luz Co-Laguitao from the Rotary 
Club of Cubao Kamias in Philippines to address the Club. Rtn Etienne called on members to join him in raising a 
toast to the Cubao Kamias club coupled with the toast to Rotary International.  
 

What’s Happening 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Food From The Heart – 20 August 2022 

End Polio Now Walk – 21 August 2022 

Installation of Bukit Gombak Interact and Rotaract Clubs  – 20 August 2022 
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Meeting Reports  
5th Club Meeting for Rotary Year 2022-2023 held on 24.8.2022  
 

SERVICE COMMITTEES’ OVERVIEW OF PLANS 
Vocational Service Committee (VSC) Meeting 

VSC Director Jacqueline Koh introduced the Vocational Sharing Speaker, Rtn 
Ivan Lew who was part of the original team of the Club’s Four-Way Test 
project and shared the project undertaken in June 2002 with then VSC Chair 
then Rtn Peter Koh.  
 

The project saw the commission of a sculpture entitled Passing of Knowledge 
by Mr Victor Tan Wee Tar, winner of the Club’s Artisan of Year (2021-22) 
installed in the Singapore Botanic Gardens. Rtn Ivan noted the generous 
donation from Dato Tan Hien Tien towards the project.  
 

Rtn Ivan spoke of how the Four-Way Test message influence and the impact in his life, from his work in waste to 
energy management in China and India; to his involvement with Biolidics Ltd. with proven patented technology 
and he managed to turn the company around.  He noted that the Four-Way Test was always in his blood and called 
on members to have another look at the Four-Way Test.  
 

 

Youth Service Committee (YSC) Meeting 
Director Mukundan A P highlighted the Committee’s road map for Rotary year 2022-2023 and 
summarized the Interact and Rotaract Clubs updates as well as the work of the Rotarian 
Advisors. He further shared the Interact Leadership Training Camp updates.  
 
Rtn Mukund further advised members of the some of YSC’s projects as follows: 
• RCS Banner Design Competition – participation limited to the Club’s sponsored Interact 

Clubs. 
• Asia Clean Hands Project by Hwa Chong Interact Club with support from RC Darjeeling 
• Interact Exchange between RI Districts 3310 and 3350. 
 

Rtn Mukund advised that in the coming YSC meetings, invitations would given 
to various Interact/Rotaract Clubs to present their clubs’ updates. He then 
invited Interact President Umar Shah from the Interact Club of Raffles Institution 
to share his presentation. 
 

Interactor Umar introduced himself, adding that he has been volunteering since 
a young age and found his passion to serve from the heart. He shared his Interact 
Club’s structure of activities with its three focus areas of diversity, inclusivity and 
community engagement. He spoke of the club’s weekly service to 5 different 
organistions where volunteers were allocated to build connections with the 
community. Interactor Umar highlighted their projects – Relay for Life, a 
community engagement with cancer patients, the Youth Got Heart project and 
their tutoring programme. He shared some of the Interact Club’s tentative 
activities such as mural painting, Dine in the Dark and the FootballPlus project.  
In ending his presentation, Interactor Umar noted that the activities of the 
Interact Club were not just a CCA as it inculcated a spirit of giving with 
meaningful and sustained contributions to positively change people’s lives.  
 

President James ended the meeting with a reminder to members of the coming Club’s Deepavali celebration on 
Wednesday, 26 October.  
 

Rtn Jacqueline Koh Rtn Ivan Lew 

Rtn Mukundan A P 

Rtn Mukund with 
Interactor Umar Shah 
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Coming Rotary Events 

RC sends best wishes to Wedding 
Anniversary celebrants in 
September: 
 

Hon. Member Joseph & Maria Chia 
Dr Melvin & Sharon Tan 
Jeff & Lorraine Rajeck 
Raj Rajkumar & Selina 
Sean & Michelle Lim 
Tay Hoo Wee & Karen 
Allard & Anne Nooy 
Wilson & Alison Widjaja 
 

 
            

 

RC sends best wishes to Birthday 
celebrants for September: 
VSC Dir. Jacqueline Koh  
Atul Merchant  
Hayden Hughes  
Ingo Kleinschmidt  
Horst Hagemann  
Ujjal Nandi  
HM Joseph Chia  
Hassan Moosa  
Jamshid Medora  
CSC Dir. Sonali Sinha  
PP Tapan Rao  
Dir. Ong Ting Yong  
Toshi Omiyama  
Ronald Wong   
 
 
 Anniversary 

Celebrants 

Mark Your Diary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Birthday Celebrants 
 

This Meeting  Next Meeting  
 

 

September - Basic Education and 
Literacy Month 

2-4 Sep – Malang Service Trip   
7 Sep – Club meeting cancelled in 
lieu of Malang Service Trip   
9 Sep – LKY Musical Fellowship & 
Fund-raising event  
14 Sep  – Club meeting with 
emphasis on ISC & CSC 
17 Sep – Food from the Heart – Blk 4 
North Bridge Road 
21 Sep – Club meeting with 
emphasis on YSC & VSC 
28 Sep – Club No meeting in lieu of 
service project 

October – Economic & 
Community Development Month 

5 Oct  – Club Meeting Speaker, Ms 
Adelene Wee, Director, 
Partnerships, HCSA Community 
Services    
12 Oct  – Club meeting with 
emphasis on ISC & CSC 
15 Oct  – Food from the Heart – Blk 4 
North Bridge Road 
19 Oct  – Club meeting with 
emphasis on YSC & VSC 
22 Oct  – Eye Camp @ Society for 
the Aged Sick 
26 Oct  – Deepavali Dinner Party 
29 Oct  – Workshop for Single 
Parents @ HCSA SPIN  

28 September 2022 
 

No meeting in lieu of  
Service Project 

  21 September 2022 
At The Tanglin Club 

 
Emphasis on  

Vocational & Youth  

Service Committees 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2022/2023 

  

     President James Lee  
     Immediate Past President Louis Lim  
     President Elect Dr Chan Siew Luen 
     Vice President Andy Mankiewicz 
     Vice President                                                                                                   Tom Wolf                                                     
     Hon. Secretary (Administration) Jessica Lim 
     Hon. Treasurer (Finance) Ankit Khandelwal 
     Directors 
     Chair, Community Service Sonali Sinha 
     Chair, Vocational Service Jacqueline Koh 
     Chair, International Service Varun Gulati 
     Chair, New Generations Service Mukundan A P 
     Chair, Public Image & PR Ranganathan Somanathan 
     Chair, Members Events Ong Ting Yong 
     Chair, Members Recruitment Francesco De Liva 
     Chair, Members Engagement Vineet Iyengar 
     Chair, The Rotary Foundation Adnan Ansari 
     Sergeant-at-Arms  Dr Claus Dusemund 
     Sergeant-at-Arms Ng Jun Dong (JD) 
      

The Guide to Daily Living 

Before doing the things we want to do, consider first, the  

Precepts of the guide.  Ask ourselves these 4 questions and  

act upon them: 

        First: Have I spent some time in self-examination? 

        Second: Have I spent quality time with my family? 

        Third: Have I given my best to my work? 

        Fourth: Have I given some time to someone near and far? 

The Guide, in fact, encompasses the 4 parts of the Object of Rotary. 

The Four-Way Test 

Of the things we think, say or do: 

• Is it the truth? 

• Is it fair to all concerned? 

• Will it build goodwill and better friendship? 

• Will it be beneficial to all concerned? 


