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The 21th 
Weekly 
Meeting

ROTARY TOASTS
By Rtn Shawn Travolta

To Frankfurt Airport
&
To Rotary InternationalTO

WELCOME OF GUEST
By Rtn Divika Jethmal
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EXCHANGE OF BANNERS

INDUCTION OF NEW MEMBERS

Finn Emmerich
from RC Frankfurt Airport

Winsome Tun and Si Mang
from RC Yangon

Liesa Desisca and Tan Chor Tien

Nilesh Kapse 
from RC Bagalore
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PHF PINS PRESENTATION

Rtn Mukundan A P
PHF+7

VP Jens Ruebbert
PHF+3

Rtn Ng Jun Dong
PHF+1

Rtn Vijai Parwani
PHF+4

Rtn Ong Ting Yong
PHF+2

Rtn Frank Pao 
PHF

Rtn Kishin Aswani 
PHF
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The Rotary Club of Singapore hosted Professor Andrew K. Rose, Dean of the NUS School of 
Business, who delivered an insightful lecture on the implications of protectionist trade policies under 
the Trump administration. 

Professor Rose emphasized the long-standing economic consensus on the benefits of free trade, 
highlighting its role in enhancing efficiency and consumer welfare. Drawing from Adam Smith’s 
principles, he explained that free trade is a mutually advantageous system, benefitting both 
producers and consumers. However, he also acknowledged the realities of trade disruptions, 
particularly for segments of the labor force, and advocated for retraining programs and social safety 
nets as effective solutions.

Professor Rose opened with a personal anecdote, sharing how he and his spouse decided to relocate 
to Singapore on the night of Trump’s first election—a decision reflecting their concerns about the 
direction of U.S. policies.

Rtn Shawn Travolta

TRUMP & TRADE - A DEEP DIVE WITH PROF ANDREW K ROSE, DEAN FOR 
NUS SCHOOL OF BUSINESS

v

Trump and Trade

With Donald Trump returning to the 
presidency on January 20, 2025, his MAGA 
movement is set to be revived. On the 
economic front, his focus will likely remain 
on reducing trade deficits and imposing 
tariffs on foreign goods, aiming to protect 
American industries and create jobs. 
But what will the impact of these policies 
be on Southeast Asia? Prof Dr. Andrew 
Kenan Rose will share his insights on this 
critical issue.

Prof. Dr. Andrew Kenan Rose

Dean of the National University of 
Singapore (NUS) Business School
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VOTE OF THANKS   
By Rtn Hayden Hughes

A significant portion of the talk critiqued protectionism, with tariffs being described as harmful to 
both consumers and the broader economy. Professor Rose detailed how tariffs disproportionately 
burden consumers, especially lower-income groups, while providing limited gains to wealthier 
producers. He also linked protectionist policies to fostering corruption, as exemptions often become 
avenues for bribery and inefficiency. Additionally, he warned of the risks of retaliation, with trade 
wars further straining global relations and economies.

His speech highlighted Singapore as a model of free trade, with its lack of agricultural protectionism 
keeping food costs low and fostering efficiency. In contrast, Professor Rose explained how the U.S. 
dollar’s appreciation, driven by rising deficits and inflation under Trump’s policies, could worsen trade 
imbalances, counteracting the administration's stated goals.

Closing with a historical perspective, Professor Rose tied strong trade relations to global peace, 
reminding the audience of the post-World War II efforts to promote free trade and stability. However, 
he cautioned that diminishing trade ties today could erode these gains, potentially leading to greater 
insecurity.

The session ended with a lively Q&A, where Rotarians engaged deeply on the future of trade, leaving 
the audience with much to reflect upon about the intersection of economics and geopolitics.
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On Tuesday, January 23rd , the Youth 
Service Committee held its scheduled 
meeting via Zoom at 6:30 PM. During 
the meeting, members discussed Project 
Pontian – a renovation program for 
Special Education School in Malaysia. The 
Secondary Special Education Program 
started with SMK Sri Perhentian was 
chosen as a pioneer in the Pontian district 
and was implemented in 1997. 

This project was spearheaded by the 
Rotaract Club of Bukit Gombak. The Rotary 
Club of Singapore is proud to be the 
consultants who provided guidance to the 
Rotaractors on the project. Additionally,  the 
project was fully underwritten by 2 
generous donors.

YSC Meeting 
about Project 
Pontian via 
Zoom
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Special Education Program: SMK Sri Perhentian started the Secondary Special Education Program in 
1997 to cater to pupils with special needs, initially with 5 students and one teacher.

Philosophy and Mission: The program aims to produce skilled, motivated, and independent 
individuals who can manage their lives and contribute to society, aligning with Malaysia's National 
Education Philosophy.

Current Needs and Repairs: The school requires funding for various repairs and improvements, 
including replacing sun shade nets, repairing the piping system, painting the garden walls, and 
making the toilets more conducive for students with disabilities.

Special Education Student Demographics: The special education class consists of 26 students with 
various disabilities, including cerebral palsy, autism spectrum disorder, Down syndrome, dyslexia, 
intellectual disability, and multiple disabilities.

Funding Requirements: The total estimated cost for the necessary repairs and improvements is RM 
1542.45 (SGD 480~), covering items like anti-slip nylon handrails, handicap grab bars, toilet bowls, 
sunshades, and weatherproof paint for the garden.

Rtn Deepa:
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CSC Meeting 
On the 25th of January, a significant meeting of the 
Community Service Committee (CSC) was convened, 
focusing on the welfare and support of the elderly and 
infirm members of our society. The meeting, which 
spanned from 2:00 pm to 5:00 pm, was a testament to 
the committee's unwavering commitment to addressing 
the needs of some of the most vulnerable segments of 
our community.

The agenda was centered around the beneficiaries of 
the Society for the Aged Sick, an organization dedicated 
to providing care and assistance to the elderly who are 
battling illness and the challenges that come with aging. 
The meeting served as a platform for dialogue, where 
committee members and representatives from the 
society discussed various initiatives aimed at enhancing 
the quality of life for these individuals.
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Date: 23rd February, 2025

Time: 5:30 pm to 9:00 pm

Venue: Lower Lobby Ballroom, The Fullerton Hotel

Interested Parties can sign up through this link below:
https://forms.gle/KyWnXzpPWF6VGzw78

ROTARY'S 120TH BIRTHDAY CUM WORLD UNDERSTANDING AND PEACE DAY

The Upcoming Events
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INSTALLATION OF THE 91st PRESIDENT & BOARD
Date: 28th June, 2025
Time: 6:30 PM 
Venue: The Grand Ballroom at The Ritz-Carlton, Millenia Singapore
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The Four-Way Test

The Guide to Daily Living

Board of Directors 24/25

Of the things we think, say or do:

Before doing the things we want to do, consider first, the Precepts of the guide. 
Ask ourselves these 4 questions and act upon them:
1. Have I spent some time in self-examination?
2. Have I spent quality time with my family?
3. Have I given my best to my work?
4. Have I given some time to someone near and far?
The Guide, in fact, encompasses the 4 parts of the Object of Rotary.

01. Is it the TRUTH?
02. Is it  FAIR to all concerned?
03. Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?
04. Will it be  BENEFICIAL to all concerned? 

President
Immediate Past President
President Elect
Vice President
Vice President
Hon. Treasurer (Finance)
Hon. Secretary (Administration) 
Director - International Service
Director - Community Service
Director - Vocational Service
Director - Youth Service
Director - The Rotary Foundation
Director - Major Project
Director - Membership
Director - Public Image & PR
Director - Meetings/Events
Chair of CRFC (Global grants)
Chair of EYA (Entrepreneur of the Year Award)
Chair of Standing Committee - Speaker 
Director - Technology Group Selection
Director - Environment Group
Sergeant-at-Arms
Sergeant-at-Arms

Tom Wolf
Dr. Chan Siew Luen
Sonali Sinha
Jens Rübbert
Inderjit Singh Tulsi
Ankit Khandelwal
Pauline Teo
Navaneeth Rajkumar
Perumal Rajkumar
Denis Hew
Chng Weilong
Keizo Fujitake
Subhash Pritmani
Ronald Wong
Linda Lin
Ong Ting Yong
Tapan Rao
Stanley Low
Gabriele Rettig
Colin Miles
Suresh Hathiramani
Sarah Tabea
Jeff Lim
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Director Colin Miles
PP Stan Low
Prospect Deepu Joseph

Director Suresh Hathiramani
Rtn Yogesh Dodani

Director Linda Lin
Rtn Varun Gulati
Rtn Vinit Sarangdhar

Rtn Shari Sr
Rtn Allard Nooy
Rtn Jeff Lim
Rtn Rajesh Prabhakaran
Rtn Francesco De Liva
Rtn Divika
Rtn Grace
Rtn Eva Lee
Rtn Thangaraj
Rtn Shawn Travolta
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https://www.linkedin.com/company/rotary-club-of-singapore/

https://www.facebook.com/rotaryclubsingapore

https://www.instagram.com/rotarysingapore/

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCdCHVuy5MJATtP-tjNYXIyQ


