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The 14th May Club 
Meeting

EXCHANGE OF BANNERS

Rtn Tex Wilson and Rtn Dr SL Jordan
of Rotary Club of Killeen

Rtn Patricia Driver on behalf of RC Kampala South Rtn PK Malhotra from Rotary Club of Pune Central

ROTARY TOASTS
By PP Mark Wang

Rotary Club Killeen
& 
Rotary InternationalTO

PP Mark Wang on behalf of City Northwest Hong Kong, 
Rotary Club of Goodwill Hong Kong, and Rotary Club of Kai Tak
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PHF PIN PRESENTATION

INDUCTION OF NEW MEMBER
By Cece Zhang

CERTIFICATE OF APPRECIATION
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Where to live in 2050

As climate change accelerates, economies 
falter, governments face increasing 
instability, and technology continues to 
disrupt every facet of life. Which cities will 
possess the luck, vision, and resilience 
to thrive amid the convergence of these 
21st-century challenges? Where would 
you choose to settle with the year 2050 
in mind? Dr. Parag Khanna will offer his 
expert foresight into which cities are likely 
to become the most desirable places to 
live in the decades ahead.

LUCKY DRAW
20 Book Winners

Dr. Parag Khanna

Founder & CEO of AlphaGeo | Leading Global Strategy Advisor | Bestselling Author

Correspondent Hayden Hughes 

Dr Parag Khanna frames geopolitics as a “war for young talent.” Countries that can attract and 
retain mobile, educated youth will out-innovate and out-adapt those that cannot. Robots and AI may 
raise productivity, but they neither pay taxes nor solve demographic imbalances; humans remain 
indispensable.
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Young people today behave like “quantum pinballs,” switching countries repeatedly in pursuit of 
opportunity, affordability, and community. By 2050 the winners will be jurisdictions that offer climate 
resilience, reasonable taxes, robust infrastructure, and social openness. Khanna’s own software 
venture, AlphaGeo, ranks locations against such criteria to help individuals and investors decide 
where to live, work, or retire.
Climate change reshapes both population flows and food production. People will generally relocate 
along four predictable vectors: coastal → inland, low-lying → high ground, hot → cooler, and 
always by the shortest affordable hop. As droughts, mega-storms, and water scarcity intensify, 
entire “vacant states” could emerge when regions like parts of Bolivia, Eritrea, or Yemen become 
uninhabitable. Conversely, higher-latitude zones in Canada or northern Europe are already expanding 
agricultural output and absorbing migrants.
Because no global migration framework exists—and none is likely—countries are striking bilateral 
“skills partnership” deals. Japan recruits Filipino nurses; Germany just opened 90 000 visas a year for 
Indian software engineers; Greece seeks Indian construction crews. Competition for critical workers 
resembles elite football transfers, with professionals constantly arbitraging wages across borders.
In the Q&A, Khanna notes sectors poised to benefit from these macro forces: defense in an era 
of conflict, AI hardware-software, and resource companies buoyed by climate-driven commodity 
inflation. Yet he concludes that even the most automated societies will still need human caregivers 
and innovators, making youthful migration the pivotal variable for national success.

VOTE OF THANKS  
 Rtn Thangaraj Muthu
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The Magical Conference
Joint District Conference Rid 3420 & 3310, 16 - 17 May 2025 
(“Bali Discon”) 

(By Dir Linda Lin with contribution from IPP Dr Chan Siew Luen and Rtn Danielle Jiang)

The Rotary District Joint Conference 2025, held on May 16-17, 2025, at The Meru Convention Hall in 
Sanur, Denpasar, Bali, was a landmark event that united over 500 Rotarians from across the globe 
to address pressing environmental and community challenges. Organized by Rotary District 3420 
(East Indonesia) and District 3310 (Singapore, Malaysia, Brunei), the conference embraced the 
theme “Collaboration for a Better and Sustainable Life.” It provided a platform for sharing innovative 
solutions, fostering international collaboration, and celebrating Rotary’s commitment to service 
above self. 
The conference addressed Bali’s environmental challenges, particularly its annual waste generation 
of 1.6 million tons, 20% of which is plastic. This focus aligned with Rotary’s growing emphasis on 
environmental sustainability, making the event a critical platform for actionable solutions.
Conference Highlights
The two-day conference featured a range of sessions designed to inspire and equip Rotarians with 
tools to address global challenges. Key highlights included:
i) Pameran Projek (Project Exhibition) 

Grassroots projects focused on sustainable living, offering practical examples for replication in 
communities worldwide. Projects included waste reduction initiatives and community-driven 
environmental efforts.

ii) Sungai Watch 
A key initiative focused on innovative river cleaning solutions to combat water pollution in Bali’s 
waterways, a critical issue for environmental and public health.

iii) Talk Show on Sustainable Business
Featuring collaborations with organizations like Plastic Angel and Pesona Plastik, this session 
explored how businesses can adopt sustainable practices to reduce environmental impact, 
emphasizing partnerships that turn waste into opportunity.
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iv) Waste Management Training Center
Located in Pemogan, Denpasar, this center promotes the principles of Reduce, Reuse, and 
Recycle, serving as a model for community education and action to address Bali’s waste crisis.

The conference also highlighted Rotary’s broader humanitarian efforts, such as its polio eradication 
campaign, which has immunized 1.2 billion children globally, and community literacy programs that 
enhance educational access in underserved areas.
The Rotary Club of Singapore, as a key member of District 3310, contributed to Rotary’s success 
through its participation and alignment with the goals and mission of Service Above Self. The club’s 
history of impactful projects, such as Football Plus and mangrove restoration, highlights its leadership 
in Rotary’s mission. 
In view of its contribution to society, the club won many prestigious awards at the conference, 
namely:
CLUB AWARDS
i) Best Club Award

CLUB EXCELLENCE AWARDS
i) Club Excellence Award with Distinction
ii) Local Community Service - Merit Award
iii) International Service - Merit Award 

MEMBERSHIP AWARDS
D3310 Top New Member Sponsor 
Awarded to Rtn Ronald Wong

SERVICE AWARDS
D3310 Avenues of Service Award 2024-25
Awarded to PP James Lee

INTERACT AWARDS 
i) Overall Best Project
    Awarded to Interact Club of Sembawang
ii) Singapore Junior College
    Awarded to Interact Club of Sembawang for Soup Buddies project

iii) Merit and Distinction Awards 

ROTARACT AWARDS
i) International Service Rotaract Award - 1st Place
    Awarded to Rotaract Club of Singapore City for Project CAHAYA (Rohingya Refugees) 
ii) Community Service Rotaract Award - 3rd Place
     Awarded to Rotaract Club of Singapore City for Know Your Rights project 
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Thursday, 15 May 
2025 Pre-Conference 
Programmes
Many Rotarians and their guests arrived in Bali on Thursday 15th May 2025, one day before the official 
opening of the conference. 
Some Rotarians visited centres for community services to have a better understanding of the 
difficulties faced by the different segments of society. This  served as a basis for future projects 
which the club can undertake to provide assistance to the beneficiaries. 
A visit was made to a Mental Health Project Initiative in Bali with RC Bali Nusa Dua. Members 
interacted with RC Bali Nusa Dua and co-founder of Sole Family organisation.
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A visit was also made to the Kolewa Foundation in Bali. This is a cooperating organisation for RC 
Singapore’s Global Grant project for Cleft Lip/Palate.

A briefing was made by PP Wes Nieman of RC 
Bali Nusa Dua. This was the 5th Cleft Lip/Palate 
Global Grant project. Close to US$1 million was 
raised impacting the lives of 250 beneficiaries. 
RC Singapore contributed US$18,000 and was 
instrumental in the application of the global grant.

Members witnessed a speech therapy and caregiver training session in progress.

In the evening, guests were treated to a fellowship dinner, with a traditional Kecak Dance 
Performance, at Minoo Restaurant, Melasti Beach.
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Friday, 16 May 2025 
Conference Day 1
Programme Highlights
07:00 - Fellowship Golf at New Kuta Golf
11:00 - Major Donor Lunch at Arena Sport Cafe
Opening Ceremony
13:30 - Fellowship at HOF
14:30 - Flag & Leaders Parade
14:40 - Opening Speech by Host Club President RID 3310
14:50 - Opening Speech by Joint District Conference Chair RID 3420
15:10 - Welcome Remarks by District Governors
15:20 - Welcome Remarks by Rotary International President Representative
15:30 - Bali Governor Speech
15:40 - Opening Momentum of Joint District Conference RID 3420 & 3310
16:30 - Inspirational Talk by Mr Gary Benchegib
—--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The highlight of the conference was held in the House of Friendship where Rotarians gathered for 
fellowship and updates on projects conducted by the two districts. The ceremony was kicked off 
with an opening speech by Host Club President of District 3310 and Conference Chair of District 
3420. This was then followed by welcome speeches by District Governors.The ceremony was 
graced by Director Yeong Ho Yun  as the Rotary International President Representative. 

Flag and Leaders’ Parade
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President Tom Wolf of Rotary Club of Singapore, representing theHost 
Club of District 3310, welcomes all delegates to the DISCON.

Rtn Louisa Lee from RC Singapore as the co-host of the Opening 
Ceremony together with PP Augus of District 3420

District Governor Dr Yap Lip Kee giving his welcome address.
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WELCOME DINNER “THE MAGICAL ARCHIPELAGO”
Programme Highlights
18:00 - Fellowship at HOF (Dress code: Ethnic)
19:00 - Opening Performance
19:10 - Welcome Remarks by District Governors
19:30 - Band Performance - Keroncong Pesona Dewata
20:00 - Asean Extravaganza
—---------------------------------------------------------------------------
In the evening, guests were treated to a welcome dinner. The Welcome Dinner took the theme of 
Magical Archipelgo, featuring the diverse culture and ethnicity of the region . 
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The guests, who were all dressed in beautiful 
ethnic attires, enjoyed an evening of good 
fellowship and networking. Complete with 
an array of authentic Indonesian cuisine, the 
evening was unforgettable.

The highlight of the evening was the dance performance of District 3310 led by 
DG Dr Yap Lip Kee.

The evening culminated with an awards ceremony where PP James Lee was 
awarded the D3310 Avenues of Service Award for 2024-25.
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SERVICE AWARDS
D3310 Avenues of Service Award 2024-25
Awarded to PP James Lee
The award symbolises the recognition for the hard work, dedication and commitment of a 
Rotarian who had served tirelessly.

PP James Lee arrived at a later flight from Singapore and received his award.

President Tom received the award on behalf of PP James’ who was on a flight from Singapore.
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Saturday, 17 May 2025 
Conference Day 2
Plenary Session RID 3310
Programme Highlights
08:00 - Fellowship at HOF
09:00 - Flag and Leaders parade
09:10 - Welcome address by D3310 Host Club President
09:20 - District Governor Welcome Speech
09:30 - Introduction of RID Chew Gim Bok
09:35- Governor’s Lecture in Values
10:30 - District Governor Report
11:00 - RI Presidential Address
11:30 - From Mountains to Shores: 
            Protecting Bali’s Most Precious Resource for Generations to Come
            By Dr. Putu Diah Sastri Pitanari

12:00 - From Roots to Conservatories: 
            The Journey of Mangrove Conservation for a Sustainable Future 
            By Associate Professor Jeffrey Kwik Teik Beng
12:30 - Plenary Discussion
13:30 - Award Presentation
14:30 - Townhall
15:30 - Promotion of District Conference 2026
—------------------------------------------------------------------

Plenary Session
The conference featured a lineup of distinguished 
keynote speakers, including Associate Professor 
Jeffrey Kwik of the Singapore Institute of Technology 
and Dr Diah Sastri Pitanatri from the Bali Tourism 
Polytechnic. Their speeches highlighted the importance 
of environmental sustainability. Prof Kwik spoke on the 
Singapore RI Convention Legacy Project, The Mangrove 
Conservatory and how it serves to sequester carbon 
dioxide and restoring coast lines while Dr Diah spoke 
on the importance of water as a resource. A lively 
and educational forum was then hosted by District 
Environment and Sustainability Chair PP Alex Gwee from 
the Rotary Club of Kuching. 

The Rotary Club of Singapore received many awards with its impressive track record and 
performance for the year 2024-2025. The awards span across many areas of the club - from 
acquiring new membership, to providing guidance and leadership to the youth under its wings, to 
a collective effort by the club in various projects.
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1) MEMBERSHIP AWARDS
D3310 Top New Member Sponsor 
Awarded to Rtn Ronald Wong
This award was given out in recognition of the efforts put in to grow the membership of the 
club.

President Tom Wolf received the award 
on behalf of Rtn Ronald Wong.
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2) INTERACT AWARDS 
The Interact awards bring pride and joy to the Rotary Club of Singapore where its Youth 
Service Committee had provided guidance and leadership to the Interact Clubs under its wings 
i) Singapore Junior College

 Awarded to Interact Club of Sembawang for Soup Buddies project
ii) Merit and Distinction Awards 

iii) Overall Best Project
 Awarded to Interact Club of Sembawang

The Interact Club of Sembawang won the Overall Best Project of the Year with their “Soup 
Buddies” project. This is the second consecutive year that they won the Top District Interact 
Award. 
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3) ROTARACT AWARDS
Similarly, the Rotary Club of SIngapore is proud to have provided mentorship to the 
Rotaractors under its charge.
i) International Service Rotaract Award - 1st Place
   Awarded to Rotaract Club of Singapore City for Project CAHAYA (Rohingya Refugees) 

ii) Community Service Rotaract Award - 3rd Place
    Awarded to Rotaract Club of Singapore City for Know Your Rights project 
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4) CLUB EXCELLENCE AWARDS
Club Excellence Award with Distinction
Local Community Service - Merit Award
International Service - Merit Award 
The Club Excellence Awards is a coveted award which is given out in recognition of a club’s 
contribution and efforts towards community service. It is an award highly sought after by all 
the clubs within a District. 
District 3310 is made up of 71 clubs spread across Brunei, Malaysia and Singapore. 
The breakdown of the clubs are Brunei (2 clubs), Singapore (23 clubs) and Malaysia (3 clubs in 
Malacca, 11 clubs in Sarawak, 13 clubs in Sabah and 19 clubs in Johor). 

District Governor Dr Yap Lip Kee presented the Club Excellence Awards to President Tom Wolf, 
—--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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GOVERNOR BANQUET “THE MAGICAL GALA DINNER”
Programme Highlights
18:00 - Fellowship at HOF
            Dress code: Magical Costume / Masquerade

19:00 - Welcome Remarks
19:25 - District Governor RID 3310 Appreciation - The Best Club Awards
21:00 - Band Performance - Shivana Band
21:20 - Magical Performance by Mr Tom Weil
21:35 - DGN RID 3310 Acceptance Speech
21:50 - DGND RID 3420 Acceptance Speech
22:10 - Rotary International President Representative Closing Remarks
—--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Governor’s Banquet 
The grand finale for the 2-day conference was the Governor’s Banquet. 
Themed “Masquerade”, the guests were all transformed with their suits and gowns. The masks 
and masquerade added an air of elegance and mystery, which Rotarians do not experience 
in their normal club gatherings. The mystique was surreal as Rotarians realised that they are 
bonded together through the common goal of service above self.   
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RID 3310 - Best Club Award
The Best Club Award was the most prestigious award a club can receive. It was not only an 
award, but a testimony of the contributions and project work put in by all the clubs in the District 
for Rotary year 2024-25. It represents the hard work and efforts of the members within each 
club. 
The competition was keen as District 3310 is made up of a total of 71 clubs spread across Brunei, 
Malaysia and Singapore. The breakdown of the clubs are Brunei (2 clubs), Singapore (23 clubs) 
and Malaysia (3 clubs in Malacca, 11 clubs in Sarawak, 13 clubs in Sabah and 19 clubs in Johor). 
Only 3 awards were given out and the Best Club Award was presented to RC Kuching Central, RC 
Pandan Valley and RC Singapore.

President Tom Wolf receiving the Best Club Award from District Governor Dr Yap Lip Kee. 

The Rotary International District 3301 and 3420 Joint Conference in Bali, Indonesia, was a 
resounding success. It reinforced the commitment of Rotarians to serve their communities and 
work together to make a lasting difference in the world. The collaborative spirit and shared vision 
witnessed during the conference will undoubtedly inspire and drive future Rotary initiatives.

The highlight of the evening was the presentation of awards.
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Thoughts from Rotarians 
who participated in Bali 
DISCON

By Rtn Suresh Hathiramani
I was one of the early registrants of the DISCON2025 recently held in Bali. What attracted me 
to attend was the “Environment and Sustainability” theme of this conference, and to pay tribute 
to our two back-to-back DGs, and that our club was the de-facto host. There was also this 
inner urge to visit Bali which is my favourite holiday and ‘unwind’ destination. And above all the 
potential for inter-district cooperation in joint projects with D3240 was not lost on me.
At the end of my 5-day extended visit, all my expectations were fulfilled and more. Let me 
elaborate why this conference was truly unique and uplifting. (I must admit that this is the first 
DISCON I have attended in my Rotary career, and I didn’t have any prior experience to compare – 
so I spoke with many senior club Rotarians and their views coincided with mine)
To begin with, the choice of Bali as a conference location where fellowship and cooperation are 
the drivers, was most appropriate. There are few places in the world that can rival Bali for such an 
event. And then, the decision to hold an annual district event jointly with our neighbouring district 
was in my opinion a master stroke of Rotarian creativity and foresight. Credit must go to the two 
visionary District Governors Dr Yap Lip Kee and Suzana Chandra for taking this bold step. And of 
course, all credit and gratitude to Dr Chan Siew Luen and his dedicated team for pulling off this 
with such precision, grace, and finesse. The choice of the venue, the organisation, the food, and 
the coordination were of the highest order except the weather. I wish they could have hired a 
more experienced shaman to bring us relief rain on some of the days.
The fellowship and getting to know dedicated Rotarians from a neighbouring district of Indonesia 
was especially meaningful to me since part of my family roots hail from there. My key takeaway 
from this conference is that all future district conferences for D3310 should be conducted jointly 
with another district as it opens avenues of cooperation and understanding that would never 
have been otherwise possible. There is always room for improvement and tweaking the formats, 
but this was a fantastic start. Looking forward to DISCON2026.
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By Rtn Liesa Desisca
As a new Rotarian, I wasn’t quite sure what to expect from the District Conference. So when Dr 
Chan, the organiser, personally messaged me with a warm invitation, I felt both honoured and 
curious. Wanting to support, I booked my ticket, flight and hotel. But as the date drew closer, 
doubts started to creep in. Would it be worth the time ? Should I just stay in Singapore and work 
instead ?  But something in me said : Just show up. And I’m so glad I did.
From the moment I arrived, I could feel the Rotary spirit come alive - through the vibrant energy, 
heartfelt stories, meaningful conversations, and the powerful sense of community. The event was 
beautifully run, the stage was impressive, but what truly moved me were the people. Rotarians 
from every background, united by the same purpose : to serve and to make a difference.
My biggest takeaway? Say yes - even when it feels uncertain. Because that’s where growth 
begins. Rotary isn’t just about meetings or projects - its about courage, connection and stepping 
into something greater than yourself. 
By Dir Ong Ting Yong
I really enjoyed the 3 days of fellowship at Bali DISCON—catching up with friends from across the 
district, learning together, and just spending quality time as Rotarians. The Bali setting definitely 
added to the experience—ocean breeze, beach vibes, and great company.
I especially liked this year’s focus on sustainability, which gave a meaningful direction to the 
discussions. The House of Friendship was also a nice touch—having booths to visit and explore 
gave it a different flavour from the usual dancing and drinking, and it felt more engaging and 
purposeful.
DISCON reminded me how valuable it is to gather as a Rotary family—not just to celebrate, but to 
exchange ideas and recharge our sense of purpose. Looking forward to the next one in KL!
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By HM Uttam Kripalani
Flying from Singapore, I ran into PP Sajad Akhtar, PP Paliath Mohandas and Rtn Suresh 
Hathiramani on the SQ flight. I had arranged with the Bali Beach Hotel to send a car to pick me 
up. The driver initially refused to take additional passengers and in stepped Suresh with his 
Bahasa skills and convinced him to take three of us in the same car.
Reaching the Hotel I was a bit annoyed to learn that we had been transferred to the adjoining 
Meru hotel, which surprisingly turned out have a large suite instead of the basic room at the Bali 
Beach Hotel resulting in the return of smiles all around.
With my walking difficulties, the main disadvantage was the extra walking to the conference site 
but some of the trips were supported by rides in special buggies arranged by President Tom 
Wolff and Yvonne.
Whilst most conferences have their conflicting emotions, the best part is often the wonderful 
moments of meeting so many Rotarians not only from our own district 3310 but also from district 
3420.
The joint effort so ably handled by all the organisers, left very positive feelings and congratulatory 
messages are definitely in order. 
One of the great joys of being in Bali that I got to celebrate my 81st birthday with so many friends 
not only in Bali but also at Denpasar airport lounge, where many of us found ourselves on the 
way back.

By PP Mark Wang
I’m happy to witness the transition of two District Governors, both from our Club. This is a 
historical occasion. 
It was wonderful experience to hold jointly with D3420, the local Indonesian district. They have 
been our project partners for many years in the HTC and orphanage visits. The conference was 
held in a lovely idyllic venue at Bali Beach Resort. Unfortunately, cost to attend is necessarily 
high, especially for those traveling from East Malaysia.
There were great performances, featuring Balinese cultural music and dances. The world class 
magician Tom Weil put on a jaw dropping show. DGE Shahul was the perfect foil. The conference 
contents were well balanced with Rotary information and thought-provoking insights into Bali 
environment and water issues. I had a wonderful and rewarding time.
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The Four-Way Test

Board of Directors 24/25

Of the things we think, say or do:

01. Is it the TRUTH?
02. Is it  FAIR to all concerned?
03. Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?
04. Will it be  BENEFICIAL to all concerned? 
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