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SPECIAL FEATURE

Celebrating Our Seniors: Family Day @ Queenstown
22 August
By Rtn Japhire Gopi Kannan
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Nostalgia, kampung spirit, and intergenerational connection filled the air as the
Rotary Club of Singapore brought together 170 seniors for a day to remember.

There is a particular kind of magic that happens when the sounds of decades past
drift through a room full of familiar faces — when an old tune, a well-loved dialect
phrase, or the smell of a childhood snack brings a room of seniors right back to the
kampung days. That was the spirit of Family Day @ Queenstown, held on 22nd
August, where 170 seniors gathered for an afternoon designed entirely around them.
This was a community effort, built on partnership.

None of it would have been possible without the collaboration of the Rotary Club of
Singapore's major event partners: Cheng Hong Welfare Service Society (CHWSS), PA
Queenstown, Enabling Village, and Better.Sg. Each partner brought its own strengths
to the table, and together they helped shape an immersive, thoughtfully curated
experience — one that went beyond simple entertainment to create genuine
moments of belonging for the seniors in attendance.
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The event also drew an impressive turnout of more than 200 participants, spanning
Rotarians, volunteers, Rotaractors, Interactors, and members of the public. It was, in
every sense, a community effort — generations of different ages working side by side
in service of a shared goal: making the day special for Queenstown's seniors.

A Guest of Honour Who Understood the Room

The Club was honoured to welcome Mr Eric Chua, Member of Parliament for
Queenstown and Senior Parliamentary Secretary for the Ministry of Law and the
Ministry of Social and Family Development, as Guest of Honour. His presence added
weight and warmth to the occasion, and his engagement with the seniors throughout
the event reflected a genuine interest in the community he serves. His support lent
further credibility and visibility to the Club's ongoing commitment to Queenstown's
senior residents.

Familiar Sights, Sounds, and Songs

The heart of Family Day @ Queenstown lay in its programming — a deliberate
curation of music, performances, and nostalgic touches designed to transport
seniors back to the sights and sounds of their younger years. It wasn't just
entertainment for entertainment's sake; every element was chosen to spark
recognition, conversation, and connection across generations.

The event's energy was kept alive throughout the day by ATAM, MS Academy, GEM
Band, Cinewav, and Rotaractor Ashlynn, who took on hosting duties and ensured the
momentum never dipped. Their contribution turned what could have been a passive
afternoon of watching into an interactive, joyful experience that had seniors singing
along, reminiscing, and connecting with volunteers decades younger than
themselves.

More Than a Party — A Reflection of Purpose

Family Day @ Queenstown was never just about a single afternoon of fun. It stands
as a clear expression of what the Rotary Club of Singapore's major project is all
about: bringing people together, strengthening community bonds, and finding
meaningful, sustained ways to support and engage with our seniors.

In a city that moves quickly, days like this serve as a reminder to slow down — to sit
with our elders, to listen to their stories, and to create spaces where different
generations can meet in the middle. For 170 seniors and the 200-plus volunteers
who showed up for them, that is exactly what Family Day @ Queenstown delivered.
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Opening Ceremony by Mr. Eric Chua
and President Rajkumar

Rtn. President Rajkumar Opening
Speech

Launch of Presence by Better.sg CEO Emcee Rotaractor Ashlynn Chan
Vincent Teyssier President RACBG
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Photograph with Rotarians Volunteer Recruitment
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Heritage Food Street 1990's Heritge Food Street 2000's

ROTARY CROSSROAD VOLUME 63 ISSUE NO :08 Pg. 08



Nostalgic Game Zone Nostlgic Game Zone
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A Big Thank You to the Orgaising Team

| also want to acknowledge some of the people who made this possible. President
Rajkumar and Major Project Chair Jeyanthi gave us close guidance from start to
finish. First Lady Selina and Anthony carried much of the heavy lifting on logistics,
ensuring that every booth and desk was ready the evening before.

A big thank you as well to the Rotarians who stepped forward across our Organising
Team and functional leads: Deepa, Thanga, Rajesh, Linda Lin, Ira, Jeremy, Vinit,
Ranga, Ganthi, Anson and Mukund, as well as Rekha, Prinyak, Claus and Kannan.
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IN FOCUS: UP CLOSE & PERSONAL

A Conversation with Japhire Gopi Kannan
By Rtn Anson Dichaves

He spent his Saturday coordinating three transport batches, eighteen organising leads
and 210 seniors. Off the field, he runs a multinational InsurTech group and founded a
charity dedicated to preserving traditional folk arts in Singapore. We sat down with
Japhire Gopi Kannan, Organising Chair of Family Day @ Queenstown, to talk about the
event, the businesses, the charity, and what keeps him coming back to Rotary.

How's the experience being the Organising Chair of the Family Day
@Queenstown event?
For me, it was the sense of shared ownership that stood out most.

It was a full day of logistics. We welcomed 210 seniors from Lengkok Bahru, Telok
Blangah Crescent, Margaret Drive, and Redhill Close in four batches. We had 96
volunteers from CHWSS, in addition to our own Rotarians, Rotaractors and
Interactors. My job was to make sure all the moving pieces from senior welfare to
logistics to programme, stayed in sync from the 9am opening ceremony to the 5pm
wrap-up.
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We had an 18-member Organising Team, but beyond them, there was a much wider
group of Rotarians who simply stepped forward and showed up. In total, more than
170 Rotarians, Rotaractors, Interactors, volunteers and members of the public
contributed to the day. From the registration desk and senior welfare team to those
escorting seniors in wheelchairs safely home, everyone took real ownership of their
role. What that teamwork ultimately created was a sense of safety, warmth and
belonging for the seniors who trusted us enough to spend their Saturday with us.

How long have you been with Rotary? Why did you join RCS?

| am actually quite new to Rotary. | joined the Rotary Club of Singapore in December
2025, but | had already been involved in community, arts and social initiatives for
many years However, Rotary offered something different. It brings together people
from very different professions, backgrounds and generations who share a common
desire to contribute.

| was also attracted by Rotary's international dimension. You can be working on
something very local in Queenstown today and, through the same Rotary network,
be connected to a project in another part of Asia tomorrow. | joined hoping to
contribute, but | have realised quite quickly that Rotary also teaches you a great deal
about people, leadership and service.

What are some of the projects you are most proud of at Rotary?

Family Day @ Queenstown will naturally be very special to me because it was one of
the first major Rotary projects | had the opportunity to lead.

| am also involved in the International Service Committee, and that is an area | am
particularly interested in developing. There is tremendous potential within Rotary's
international network to bring clubs together around meaningful projects in
healthcare, education and community development. But | am still relatively early in
my Rotary journey. | would rather say that the projects | will eventually be most
proud of are hopefully still ahead of me.
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Could you tell us about your profession?

| started in insurance about 25 years ago as a life insurance agent. From there, |
gradually moved into general insurance, first as a corporate agent, then as a broker,
and eventually into becoming a Lloyd's Coverholder and building what is today an
InsurTech business. Over the years, we have evolved into what | would describe as a
rare full stack InsurTech model, bringing together the capabilities of an agent,
broker, insurer and reinsurer, supported by technology.

But we are deliberately specialised, focussing on two verticals. The first is high value
assets, including cash, diamonds, jewellery, fine art and other valuables. The second
is medical indemnity, protecting healthcare professionals and healthcare
establishments against medical negligence risks. Curretnly our focus is ASEAN and
Asia.

We take pride in understanding risk in depth before trying to insure it. We spend a
lot of time studying how an industry operates, where the vulnerabilities are and what
can actually be done to reduce those risks. We then design insurance solutions
around that understanding and increasingly integrate them into a broader
ecosystem of risk management, technology and insurance.

Over the years, we have developed various platforms and solutions around these
areas. But | still see the company as a work in progress. We keep learning, building
and refining these ecosystems as the risks themselves evolve.

You're the founder of a charity organisation, could you tell us about it?

| founded ATAM in November 2023, and it was granted official charity status in
March 2026. Our focus is protecting, preserving and promoting traditional folk arts,
though our mission stretches to integrating communities. We believe these art forms
aren't just performances but are strategic assets for social cohesion, identity and
community resilience. Historically, traditional arts were participatory and communal;
they weren't built for an elite audience, they were built for everyone, and they helped
pass values down and mark life's key moments with meaning. What we're seeing
today isn't a decline in the value of these art forms but rather a decline in visibility
and support. That's the gap ATAM exists to close.
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We have two flagship programmes annually. First, the Nam Marabu series brings
traditional folk artists to Singapore to train teachers, students, and the public while
supporting emerging artists through mentorship, consultancy, and venue assistance.
The second programme is Anandha Kondaattam, an annual folk arts festival at the
Esplanade since 2024, that's grown into one of the region's most significant events of
its kind. It has attracted over 3m in social media views, attracted over 30,000
audience and 400 artistes and 300 crew over the last three editions. In the 2025
edition, Anandha Kondaattam was graced by PM Lawrence Wong as Guest of Honour
to celebrate our SG60.

ATAM was part of Family Day @ Queenstown too as our performers featured in the
multicultural line-up during the opening ceremony, which felt very fitting given what
both projects are ultimately about: bringing generations together.

Tell us something we don't know about you?

| stopped watching news, TV, reading newspapers and listening to radio 16 years
ago; instead | practice consciousness on what | consume as much as possible and
feasible. | love reading books on biographies, history, organised crime, negotiations,
game theory and psychology.

Closing message to readers?

I'm still relatively new to Rotary, so | come to this as someone still discovering what
Rotary can be. What's already struck me is that service rarely begins with a grand
plan. More often it begins with someone quietly offering, “I can help with that.” That
was the pattern throughout Family Day @ Queenstown, small individual offers of
help, one after another, until the day took shape around them.

So my message is simply this: you don't need to wait until you have something
significant to contribute. Offer what's within reach today, and you may be surprised
by where that leads.
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9TH WEEKLY MEETING

Culture as Infrastructure: Investing in Arts or
Social Resilience and Community Well-Being

Lynette Pang 26 August
By Rtn Anson Dichaves

POLIOPLUS

CHAMPION CLUB

Singapore

b

At last night's Rotary Club of Singapore weekly meeting, Ms Lynette Pang, Deputy
CEO of the National Arts Council, delivered a compelling case for the arts as public
infrastructure — not a luxury, but a driver of community wellbeing and national
identity.

Drawing on NAC's Population Survey on the Arts, she shared that 8 in 10
Singaporeans feel the arts help build understanding across different backgrounds
and cultures, and 7 in 10 say the arts draw them closer as a community.

ROTARY CROSSROAD VOLUME 63 ISSUE NO :08 Pg. 16



Three ideas stood out:
1.Arts for Wellbeing — NAC is partnering SingHealth Community Hospitals and
the Agency for Integrated Care on a two-year study to understand how arts
programmes can enhance seniors’' wellbeing. The findings will help NAC build the
evidence, frameworks and practitioner capabilities to scale what works.

2.Lively Places Programme — a joint NAC/URA/HDB grant that lets residents
partner with an artist to transform their own neighbourhoods, such as a once-
drab back alley in Joo Chiat now brought to life by its own residents.

3.ldentity as Resilience — Ms Pang made the case that resilience isn't only about
withstanding adversity; it's about a strong, shared identity. Backed by a $20
million Multicultural Arts Programme Grant that is seeded by President’s
Challenge and Ministry of Culture, Community & Youth, it aims to increase
appreciation and participation in multicultural arts in Singapore, bringing
Singaporeans from diverse backgrounds into shared cultural experiences.
Her closing message resonated deeply with our own ethos of Service Above Self:

investing in the arts is investing in people — in the soul, heart, and stories of a
nation.

Ringing of the Rotary Bell by President Welcome of Guest by Rtn Seah Kah
Rajkumar Howe

FOLIOPLUS

Rotary Toast to RC Burnie & Rotary Banner exchange with RC Burnie

International by Rtn Shaun Roache
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Invitation to RCSSA Installation by CP Introduction of Speaker by Rtn Varun
Dr. Chan Siew Luen Gulati

Talk b Ms Lynette Pang
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9TH WEEKLY MEETING

Welcome Rotarian Shawn Tan: The Rotary Club of
Singapore’s Newest Member 26 August

By Rtn Anson Dichaves

CREATE
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WELCOMING
NEW
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At our weekly meeting on 26 August, the Rotary Club of Singapore formally inducted
Shawn Tan into membership.

Rtn Shawn was proposed by Rotarian Dr Mukundan and inducted under the
classification of Education. President Rajkumar officiated, walking Rtn Shawn through
the responsibilities of membership — regular attendance, active participation in club
projects, and the ideals captured in Rotary's Four-Way Test.

In his address to the club, Rtn Shawn spoke about what drew him to Rotary. Over the
course of his career in the social sector, he's worked closely with seniors, youth, and
migrant worker communities in Singapore. In his own words: “Joining Rotary actually
feels like a natural extension of my journey — service to others, service above self.
I'm excited to learn from fellow Rotarians and contribute wherever | can, and create
a greater impact within the community that we serve.”
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He'll be mentored by Past President Mansoor as he settles into the Community
Service Committee — joining a room full of people already doing, in different ways,
the work to which he's also committed.

Rtn Shawn, welcome to the Rotary Club of Singapore — the oldest club in District
3310. We look forward to all you'll bring to our fellowship.
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9TH WEEKLY MEETING

In Memory of Rtn Toshio Omiyama 26 August
By Rtn Anson Dichaves
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"Service is measured not by what we achieve for ourselves, but by what we do for others."

On Saturday, 22 August, the Rotary Club of Singapore lost one of its own. Rtn Toshio
"Toshi" Omiyama passed away, leaving behind a wife, Yuki, and a Rotary family that
remembers him with gratitude and affection.

Toshi's career began at JR East in Japan, took him to Cornell University in the United
States, and eventually brought him to Singapore as JR East's local representative —
the path that led him into our club. Fellow Rotarian Keizo delivered a eulogy on the
club's behalf, remembering a man whose defining trait was never his achievements,
but his generosity — always willing to share his knowledge, time, and support,
quietly making things easier for those around him. Within the club, Toshi served with
dedication and humility across the Vocational Service and International Service
Committees.
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PP Stan recalled the two Rotary trips to Japan they planned together, to Niigata and
the Sanin region. "Without Toshi, those trips simply would not have been the
successes they were," he shared. "He was always willing to help, always thinking
about others. To me, this is what being a Rotarian is all about."

The club observed a minute of silence in his memory and extends its deepest

condolences to his wife, Yuki. We will remember Toshi for his friendship, kindness,
and the quietly positive spirit he brought to everyone who knew him.
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ROTARY CLUB OF SINGAPORE

September 2026

Five Wednesdays. Five speakers.

Ng Hau Yee

WED Founder & Executive Director,
2 Junior Achievement (JA) Singapore
SEp Youth Economic Empowerment: Entrepreneurship Education and Business Leadership
How entrepreneurship education builds financial literacy, work-readiness and leadership in
young people — and how schools and businesses can nurture the next generation.
Ima Abdulrahim
WED CEO & Co-Founder
9 . The Caravanserai Collective
. From Stories to Narratives: Reclaiming Asia’s Lost Narratives
How storytelling helps communities reclaim agency over how they are seen — and why
reclaiming Asia’s narrative matters in an increasingly polarised world.
Lim May-Ann
WED Director of Multilateral Relations,
1 6 Access Partnership
. Building Inclusive Digital Economies in Southeast Asia
EP
The role of digital infrastructure, skills, trusted governance and regional cooperation in
narrowing digital divides and supporting small businesses across the region.
y Lynette Tan
WED ‘ b A Chief Executive Officer,
23 ~ -a Space Faculty
. From Launchpads to Leadership: Singapore in the Global Space Economy
How Singapore can position itself in a fast-evolving space sector built on satellites, Earth
observation, deep technology and future-ready talent.
» . Gautam Hazarika
bl ’ i" 'é_'n Author
30 A The Forgotten Indian Prisoners of World War II: Surrender, Loyalty, Betrayal and Hell
SEF The fate of Indian soldiers captured after the fall of Malaya and Singapore in 1942 —
loyalty, betrayal, and survival under Japanese captivity.
Wednesdays, 6.30 pm - 9.00 pm REGISTER NOW
Grand Hyattsingapore Guest S$74 per person

10 Scotts Road, Singapore 228211 Spouse & immediate family S$37



PEOPLE OF ACTION: LAST WEEK'S HIGHLIGHTS

ISC Keeps the Momentum Going:

2nd Meeting Recap 20 August
By Rtn VJ Africa

Two meetings in, and the energy continues!

We gathered on 20 August at HRC, (28 of us!) and we kicked things off with a quick
reminder of how we operate as a committee: we share, we listen, and we decide
together. No unilateral calls, just genuine collaboration, with a cooling-off policy so
everyone has what they need before we commit to anything.

President Raj and | then took the room through our recent Philippines trip, from a
warm welcome at RC San Pablo to the RC Marbel installation to the RC Manila sister
club renewal. Every stop was a reminder of why these relationships matter.

On the project front, Help the Children Malang is fully locked in: 73 members
travelling, every pledge collected, ready to bring support to 650 children across 25
schools from 4 to 6 September. Help the Children Japan isn't far behind, we've
crossed USD 20,850 of our USD 27,000 goal, and our host club RC Tsukuba City is
matching us step for step. The October trip is already oversubscribed, which tells you
everything about this committee's heart.
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We also dug into how ISC can support RC Marbel further, both earthquake recovery
and a clean water project for local schoolchildren. We also got the group excited
about our upcoming India Project Visit, proposed by PP Tapan where Ira will lead the
way as our newly appointed Tour Convenor.

Two meetings, and we're excited with what lies ahead from the rest of the year. We
remain steadfast with our theme: We Connect. We Collaborate. We Create Impact.
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PEOPLE OF ACTION: LAST WEEK'S HIGHLIGHTS

RC Kuala Lumpur DiRaja's 99th Installation: A
Weekend of Fellowship on the Road to 100

21-22 August
By Rtn VJ Africa
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RC Singapore joined RC Kuala Lumpur DiRaja for a memorable weekend celebrating
their 99th Installation and Anniversary, marking another milestone on their "Road to
100."

PP Mark Wang and ISC Director V] Africa attended both the Welcome Dinner and the
Installation itself, while President Raj Kumar flew in specially on Saturday afternoon
to represent the club at the installation.

The celebrations kicked off on Friday, 21 August, with a Sister Club Fellowship
Welcome Dinner at Holiday Place Ampang. The evening was a true taste of local
hospitality, with nasi lemak, kuehs and other Malaysian favourites in abundance.
True to Rotary fellowship spirit, the mic didn't stay quiet for long, with PP Mark and
members from RC Makati taking turns to sing, PP Mark once again treating the room
to his rendition of "Two of Us." The night also doubled as a birthday celebration for
PP Mark and other August celebrants.
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Saturday, 22 August brought the main event: the 99th BOD Installation and KLRCF
Charity Fundraising Gala at the Grand Ballroom, Renaissance Hotel Kuala Lumpur,
themed "Mental Health & Environmental Sustainability." Ahead of the formal
installation, a Sister Club Partnership renewal ceremony took place, reaffirming the
enduring friendship between our clubs. Guests were treated to a spread of middle-
eastern cuisine, while a live duo kept the energy high, entertaining the room between
ceremonial segments.

From shared meals to shared songs, the weekend was a wonderful reminder of what
sister club relationships are all about: showing up for each other, celebrating
milestones together, and building friendships that go beyond borders.

Congratulations to RC Kuala Lumpur DiRaja on 99 years of service, and here's to the
road ahead!
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PEOPLE OF ACTION: LAST WEEK'S HIGHLIGHTS

2nd Environment & Sustainability Committee

Meeting 26 August
By Shaun Roache

a

A small but committed group of Rotarians attended the latest Environment and
Sustainability Group meeting on August 26. We discussed efforts to tackle haze in
Indonesia, support mangrove restoration, and raise awareness of the circular
economy among young people. On the haze front, work continues on the PM Haze
fire mitigation project in Riau and West Kalimantan, with plans taking shape for a
further fundraising push in the coming months. Please do consider joining our band
of eco-warriors!
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RTN LINDA LIN

Wealth Management: Private Banking




FACES of Rotary Club of Singapore

RTN LINDA LIN

1. How long have you been in Rotary?
Two and a half years

2. What do you love about being a Rotarian?

The opportunity to serve the community. It is a journey that opens up our
perspective to the world around us, an intangible yet incredible journey which is
priceless.

3. Who are you at work? (Or: What do you do for a living?)
| am a banker and have worked for several global banks.

4. What is your proudest achievement at work and in Rotary?
In the earlier years of my career, | was in corporate banking. | helped many clients
grow their businesses through corporate finance.

After corporate banking, | transitioned into wealth management. My proudest
moment is when | helped a homemaker, who was divorced from her husband, gain
financial independence. She had never worked in her life and was vulnerable. |
started by helping her with financial literacy and progressed on to the management
of her own funds. Although the funds were not maintained with me, | gained her
friendship and trust. Most importantly, | experienced the profound meaning of

giving.

In Rotary, | was in the Public Image role for 2024-2025. | managed to capture the
wonderful moments and memories of the club in the bulletin and social media. That
role gave me the opportunity to get to know the club better and fostered strong
friendship with many members. My next goal is to lead a project that serves and
benefits a segment of the community.

5. Could you introduce your family?
We are a family of five - my mum, husband, me and my two boys. And we have a
Maltipoo named Bolt who is super intelligent..

6. How do you recharge or what are your hobbies?
| recharge by watching movies.

7. What is something we don't know about you?
| like to dance and hope to be able to keep up with a K-pop dance one day.
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FACES of Rotary Club of Singapore
RTN JUN DONG NG

1. How long have you been in Rotary?

| was inducted into RCS in February 2022, during PP Louis’ year. | was drawn to RCS
because, of course, it is the oldest and best Rotary club in Singapore! Rtn Subhash
was Membership Director then, and one of my first experiences was cycling together
at East Coast Park. | thought, “This is going to be a fun club.” Four years later, I'm still
here!

2. What do you love about being a Rotarian?

The spirit of Service Above Self. | love seeing people from different walks of life come
together to make a difference. The generosity, leadership and friendship within RCS
inspire me to give more.

3. What do you do for a living?

I'm an independent proprietary trader, primarily in equities. | enjoy understanding
markets, businesses and human behaviour. Markets constantly remind me to stay
curious and humble.

4. What is your proudest achievement at work and in Rotary?

Making a living doing something | genuinely enjoy. Trading has brought incredible
highs, humbling lows and countless lessons, yet | remain excited to keep improving
my craft.

What | treasure most are the friendships in Rotary. Rotary friendship exchanges have
taken me to Kenya, Mongolia, India and the Philippines, connecting me with
Rotarians across cultures. These friendships and shared experiences are among my
fondest RCS memories. Thank you, PP Jimmy!

5. Could you introduce your family?

| have loving parents and two sisters. Their generosity taught me something simple:
when we have the ability to give, we should. Much of my desire to contribute started
at home.

6. How do you recharge or what are your hobbies?
| meditate and practise breathwork daily. | also love adventure—mountain hikes,
diving and travel—and a good game of Texas Poker.

7. What is something we don’t know about you?

I'm much more playful than | look! Despite my serious face, | dance bachata, have
taken improv classes and go on spiritual retreats. I'm usually game to try something
outside my comfort zone.
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Join us for a meaningful and fun fellowship walk with our furry |
companions. *

A

Bring your pets, your family,
and your Rotary spirit.

Enjoy fellowship, fresh air,
and community bonding

Together, we strengthen
Rotary friendship (D

- o

HELD AT
BOTANIC GARDENS

o

26 SEPTEMBER, Let's walk together and
SATURDAY : celebrate fellowship with

8:00AM - 10:00AM ¥ our furry friends!
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OUR GUIDING PRINCIPLES

cunor Sy R |
THE FOUR-WAY TEST
Of the things we think, say or do:
Is it the TRUTH?
Is it FAIR to all concerned?
Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?
Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

A GUIDE TO DAILY LIVING

Before doing the things we want to do, consider first the
precept of the guide.

Have | spent some time in self examination?
Have | spent quality time with my family?
Have | given my best to my work?
Have | given some time to someone near and far?

e The first question prompts us to evaluate ourselves and our
ability to serve.

e The second reinforces our commitment to the family, our
intimate community of life and love.

* The third question requests us to commit ourselves to work
excellence and the practice of high ethical standards.

* The fourth question reminds us of our duty to lend a hand,
rendering compassionate service and working for world peace.
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	SPECIAL FEATURE
	Celebrating Our Seniors: Family Day @ Queenstown 22 August
	By Rtn Japhire Gopi Kannan
	Nostalgia, kampung spirit, and intergenerational connection filled the air as the Rotary Club of Singapore brought together 170 seniors for a day to remember.
	There is a particular kind of magic that happens when the sounds of decades past drift through a room full of familiar faces — when an old tune, a well-loved dialect phrase, or the smell of a childhood snack brings a room of seniors right back to the kampung days. That was the spirit of Family Day @ Queenstown, held on 22nd August, where 170 seniors gathered for an afternoon designed entirely around them.
	This was a community effort, built on partnership.
	None of it would have been possible without the collaboration of the Rotary Club of Singapore's major event partners: Cheng Hong Welfare Service Society (CHWSS), PA Queenstown, Enabling Village, and Better.Sg. Each partner brought its own strengths to the table, and together they helped shape an immersive, thoughtfully curated experience — one that went beyond simple entertainment to create genuine moments of belonging for the seniors in attendance.
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	The event also drew an impressive turnout of more than 200 participants, spanning Rotarians, volunteers, Rotaractors, Interactors, and members of the public. It was, in every sense, a community effort — generations of different ages working side by side in service of a shared goal: making the day special for Queenstown's seniors.

	A Guest of Honour Who Understood the Room
	The Club was honoured to welcome Mr Eric Chua, Member of Parliament for Queenstown and Senior Parliamentary Secretary for the Ministry of Law and the Ministry of Social and Family Development, as Guest of Honour. His presence added weight and warmth to the occasion, and his engagement with the seniors throughout the event reflected a genuine interest in the community he serves. His support lent further credibility and visibility to the Club's ongoing commitment to Queenstown's senior residents.

	Familiar Sights, Sounds, and Songs
	The heart of Family Day @ Queenstown lay in its programming — a deliberate curation of music, performances, and nostalgic touches designed to transport seniors back to the sights and sounds of their younger years. It wasn't just entertainment for entertainment's sake; every element was chosen to spark recognition, conversation, and connection across generations.
	The event's energy was kept alive throughout the day by ATAM, MS Academy, GEM Band, Cinewav, and Rotaractor Ashlynn, who took on hosting duties and ensured the momentum never dipped. Their contribution turned what could have been a passive afternoon of watching into an interactive, joyful experience that had seniors singing along, reminiscing, and connecting with volunteers decades younger than themselves.

	More Than a Party — A Reflection of Purpose
	Family Day @ Queenstown was never just about a single afternoon of fun. It stands as a clear expression of what the Rotary Club of Singapore's major project is all about: bringing people together, strengthening community bonds, and finding meaningful, sustained ways to support and engage with our seniors.
	In a city that moves quickly, days like this serve as a reminder to slow down — to sit with our elders, to listen to their stories, and to create spaces where different generations can meet in the middle. For 170 seniors and the 200-plus volunteers who showed up for them, that is exactly what Family Day @ Queenstown delivered.
	ROTARY CROSSROAD VOLUME 63 ISSUE NO :08


	Opening Ceremony by Mr. Eric Chua and President Rajkumar
	Guest of Honour Mr. Eric Chua Addressing the Seniors.
	Launch of Presence by Better.sg CEO Vincent Teyssier
	Opening Performance by ATAM
	Rtn. President Rajkumar Opening Speech
	Emcee Rotaractor Ashlynn Chan President RACBG
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	Presence App Launch
	Photograph with the "Merlion"
	Presence App Demonstration
	Photograph with Live Characters
	Photograph with Rotarians
	Volunteer Recruitment
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	Heritage Food Street 1950's
	Heritage Food Street 1970's
	Heritage Food Street 1990's
	Heritage Food Street 1960's
	Heritage Food Street 1980's
	Heritage Food Street 2000's
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	Photo Booth
	Nostalgic Game Zone
	Nostalgic Game Zone
	VR Time Travel Experience
	Nostalgic Game Zone
	Nostalgic Game Zone
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	Photograph with Live Characters
	Photograph with Live Characters
	Performance by GEM Band
	Performance by MS Academy
	Performance By CHWSS Volunteers
	Happy Grandparents
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	IN FOCUS: UP CLOSE & PERSONAL
	A Conversation with Japhire Gopi Kannan
	By Rtn Anson Dichaves
	He spent his Saturday coordinating three transport batches, eighteen organising leads and 210 seniors. Off the field, he runs a multinational InsurTech group and founded a charity dedicated to preserving traditional folk arts in Singapore. We sat down with Japhire Gopi Kannan, Organising Chair of Family Day @ Queenstown, to talk about the event, the businesses, the charity, and what keeps him coming back to Rotary.
	How’s the experience being the Organising Chair of the Family Day @Queenstown event?
	For me, it was the sense of shared ownership that stood out most.
	It was a full day of logistics. We welcomed 210 seniors from Lengkok Bahru, Telok Blangah Crescent, Margaret Drive, and Redhill Close in four batches. We had 96 volunteers from CHWSS, in addition to our own Rotarians, Rotaractors and Interactors. My job was to make sure all the moving pieces from senior welfare to logistics to programme, stayed in sync from the 9am opening ceremony to the 5pm wrap-up.
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	We had an 18-member Organising Team, but beyond them, there was a much wider group of Rotarians who simply stepped forward and showed up. In total, more than 170 Rotarians, Rotaractors, Interactors, volunteers and members of the public contributed to the day. From the registration desk and senior welfare team to those escorting seniors in wheelchairs safely home, everyone took real ownership of their role. What that teamwork ultimately created was a sense of safety, warmth and belonging for the seniors who trusted us enough to spend their Saturday with us.

	How long have you been with Rotary? Why did you join RCS?
	I am actually quite new to Rotary. I joined the Rotary Club of Singapore in December 2025, but I had already been involved in community, arts and social initiatives for many years However, Rotary offered something different. It brings together people from very different professions, backgrounds and generations who share a common desire to contribute.
	I was also attracted by Rotary's international dimension. You can be working on something very local in Queenstown today and, through the same Rotary network, be connected to a project in another part of Asia tomorrow. I joined hoping to contribute, but I have realised quite quickly that Rotary also teaches you a great deal about people, leadership and service.

	What are some of the projects you are most proud of at Rotary?
	Family Day @ Queenstown will naturally be very special to me because it was one of the first major Rotary projects I had the opportunity to lead.
	I am also involved in the International Service Committee, and that is an area I am particularly interested in developing. There is tremendous potential within Rotary's international network to bring clubs together around meaningful projects in healthcare, education and community development. But I am still relatively early in my Rotary journey. I would rather say that the projects I will eventually be most proud of are hopefully still ahead of me.
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	Could you tell us about your profession?
	I started in insurance about 25 years ago as a life insurance agent. From there, I gradually moved into general insurance, first as a corporate agent, then as a broker, and eventually into becoming a Lloyd's Coverholder and building what is today an InsurTech business. Over the years, we have evolved into what I would describe as a rare full stack InsurTech model, bringing together the capabilities of an agent, broker, insurer and reinsurer, supported by technology.
	But we are deliberately specialised, focussing on two verticals. The first is high value assets, including cash, diamonds, jewellery, fine art and other valuables. The second is medical indemnity, protecting healthcare professionals and healthcare establishments against medical negligence risks. Curretnly our focus is ASEAN and Asia.
	We take pride in understanding risk in depth before trying to insure it. We spend a lot of time studying how an industry operates, where the vulnerabilities are and what can actually be done to reduce those risks. We then design insurance solutions around that understanding and increasingly integrate them into a broader ecosystem of risk management, technology and insurance.
	Over the years, we have developed various platforms and solutions around these areas. But I still see the company as a work in progress. We keep learning, building and refining these ecosystems as the risks themselves evolve.

	You're the founder of a charity organisation, could you tell us about it?
	I founded ATAM in November 2023, and it was granted official charity status in March 2026. Our focus is protecting, preserving and promoting traditional folk arts, though our mission stretches to integrating communities. We believe these art forms aren't just performances but are strategic assets for social cohesion, identity and community resilience. Historically, traditional arts were participatory and communal; they weren't built for an elite audience, they were built for everyone, and they helped pass values down and mark life's key moments with meaning. What we're seeing today isn't a decline in the value of these art forms but rather a decline in visibility and support. That's the gap ATAM exists to close.
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	We have two flagship programmes annually. First, the Nam Marabu series brings traditional folk artists to Singapore to train teachers, students, and the public while supporting emerging artists through mentorship, consultancy, and venue assistance.
	The second programme is Anandha Kondaattam, an annual folk arts festival at the Esplanade since 2024, that's grown into one of the region's most significant events of its kind. It has attracted over 3m in social media views, attracted over 30,000 audience and 400 artistes and 300 crew over the last three editions. In the 2025 edition, Anandha Kondaattam was graced by PM Lawrence Wong as Guest of Honour to celebrate our SG60.
	ATAM was part of Family Day @ Queenstown too as our performers featured in the multicultural line-up during the opening ceremony, which felt very fitting given what both projects are ultimately about: bringing generations together.

	Tell us something we don't know about you?
	I stopped watching news, TV, reading newspapers and listening to radio 16 years ago; instead I practice consciousness on what I consume as much as possible and feasible. I love reading books on biographies, history, organised crime, negotiations, game theory and psychology.

	Closing message to readers?
	I’m still relatively new to Rotary, so I come to this as someone still discovering what Rotary can be. What’s already struck me is that service rarely begins with a grand plan. More often it begins with someone quietly offering, “I can help with that.” That was the pattern throughout Family Day @ Queenstown, small individual offers of help, one after another, until the day took shape around them.
	So my message is simply this: you don’t need to wait until you have something significant to contribute. Offer what’s within reach today, and you may be surprised by where that leads.
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	Banner Exchange with RC Taipei Castle
	Invitation to RCSSA Installation by CP Dr. Chan Siew Luen
	Talk by Ms Lynette Pang
	Banner Exchange with RC Chandigarh
	Introduction of Speaker by Rtn Varun Gulati
	Talk by Ms Lynette Pang
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	Vote of Thanks by HM Uttam Kripalani
	Token of Appreciation
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	9TH WEEKLY MEETING
	Welcome Rotarian Shawn Tan: The Rotary Club of Singapore’s Newest Member 26 August
	By Rtn Anson Dichaves
	At our weekly meeting on 26 August, the Rotary Club of Singapore formally inducted Shawn Tan into membership.
	Rtn Shawn was proposed by Rotarian Dr Mukundan and inducted under the classification of Education. President Rajkumar officiated, walking Rtn Shawn through the responsibilities of membership — regular attendance, active participation in club projects, and the ideals captured in Rotary’s Four-Way Test.
	In his address to the club, Rtn Shawn spoke about what drew him to Rotary. Over the course of his career in the social sector, he’s worked closely with seniors, youth, and migrant worker communities in Singapore. In his own words: “Joining Rotary actually feels like a natural extension of my journey — service to others, service above self. I’m excited to learn from fellow Rotarians and contribute wherever I can, and create a greater impact within the community that we serve.”
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	He’ll be mentored by Past President Mansoor as he settles into the Community Service Committee — joining a room full of people already doing, in different ways, the work to which he’s also committed.
	Rtn Shawn, welcome to the Rotary Club of Singapore — the oldest club in District 3310. We look forward to all you’ll bring to our fellowship.
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	9TH WEEKLY MEETING
	In Memory of Rtn Toshio Omiyama 26 August
	By Rtn Anson Dichaves
	"Service is measured not by what we achieve for ourselves, but by what we do for others."
	On Saturday, 22 August, the Rotary Club of Singapore lost one of its own. Rtn Toshio "Toshi" Omiyama passed away, leaving behind a wife, Yuki, and a Rotary family that remembers him with gratitude and affection.
	Toshi's career began at JR East in Japan, took him to Cornell University in the United States, and eventually brought him to Singapore as JR East's local representative — the path that led him into our club. Fellow Rotarian Keizo delivered a eulogy on the club's behalf, remembering a man whose defining trait was never his achievements, but his generosity — always willing to share his knowledge, time, and support, quietly making things easier for those around him. Within the club, Toshi served with dedication and humility across the Vocational Service and International Service Committees.
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	PP Stan recalled the two Rotary trips to Japan they planned together, to Niigata and the Sanin region. "Without Toshi, those trips simply would not have been the successes they were," he shared. "He was always willing to help, always thinking about others. To me, this is what being a Rotarian is all about."
	The club observed a minute of silence in his memory and extends its deepest condolences to his wife, Yuki. We will remember Toshi for his friendship, kindness, and the quietly positive spirit he brought to everyone who knew him.

	Eulogy by Rtn Keizo Fujitake
	One Minute of Silence
	Eulogy by PP Stan Low
	Eulogy by Rtn Andy Mankiewicz OBE
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	ROTARY CLUB OF SINGAPORE

	September 2026
	Five Wednesdays. Five speakers.
	Ng Hau Yee
	How entrepreneurship education builds financial literacy, work-readiness and leadership in young people — and how schools and businesses can nurture the next generation.

	Ima Abdulrahim
	How storytelling helps communities reclaim agency over how they are seen — and why reclaiming Asia’s narrative matters in an increasingly polarised world.

	Lim May-Ann
	The role of digital infrastructure, skills, trusted governance and regional cooperation in narrowing digital divides and supporting small businesses across the region.

	Lynette Tan
	How Singapore can position itself in a fast-evolving space sector built on satellites, Earth observation, deep technology and future-ready talent.

	Gautam Hazarika
	The fate of Indian soldiers captured after the fall of Malaya and Singapore in 1942 — loyalty, betrayal, and survival under Japanese captivity.
	Wednesdays, 6.30 pm – 9.00 pm
	Grand Hyatt Singapore
	REGISTER NOW



	PEOPLE OF ACTION: LAST WEEK’S HIGHLIGHTS
	ISC Keeps the Momentum Going:
	2nd Meeting Recap 20 August
	By Rtn VJ Africa
	Two meetings in, and the energy continues!
	We gathered on 20 August at HRC, (28 of us!) and we kicked things off with a quick reminder of how we operate as a committee: we share, we listen, and we decide together. No unilateral calls, just genuine collaboration, with a cooling-off policy so everyone has what they need before we commit to anything.
	President Raj and I then took the room through our recent Philippines trip, from a warm welcome at RC San Pablo to the RC Marbel installation to the RC Manila sister club renewal. Every stop was a reminder of why these relationships matter.
	On the project front, Help the Children Malang is fully locked in: 73 members travelling, every pledge collected, ready to bring support to 650 children across 25 schools from 4 to 6 September. Help the Children Japan isn't far behind, we've crossed USD 20,850 of our USD 27,000 goal, and our host club RC Tsukuba City is matching us step for step. The October trip is already oversubscribed, which tells you everything about this committee's heart.
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	We also dug into how ISC can support RC Marbel further, both earthquake recovery and a clean water project for local schoolchildren. We also got the group excited about our upcoming India Project Visit, proposed by PP Tapan where Ira will lead the way as our newly appointed Tour Convenor.
	Two meetings, and we're excited with what lies ahead from the rest of the year. We remain steadfast with our theme: We Connect. We Collaborate. We Create Impact.
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	PEOPLE OF ACTION: LAST WEEK’S HIGHLIGHTS
	RC Kuala Lumpur DiRaja's 99th Installation: A Weekend of Fellowship on the Road to 100
	21-22 August
	By Rtn VJ Africa
	RC Singapore joined RC Kuala Lumpur DiRaja for a memorable weekend celebrating their 99th Installation and Anniversary, marking another milestone on their "Road to 100."
	PP Mark Wang and ISC Director VJ Africa attended both the Welcome Dinner and the Installation itself, while President Raj Kumar flew in specially on Saturday afternoon to represent the club at the installation.
	The celebrations kicked off on Friday, 21 August, with a Sister Club Fellowship Welcome Dinner at Holiday Place Ampang. The evening was a true taste of local hospitality, with nasi lemak, kuehs and other Malaysian favourites in abundance. True to Rotary fellowship spirit, the mic didn't stay quiet for long, with PP Mark and members from RC Makati taking turns to sing, PP Mark once again treating the room to his rendition of "Two of Us." The night also doubled as a birthday celebration for PP Mark and other August celebrants.
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	Saturday, 22 August brought the main event: the 99th BOD Installation and KLRCF Charity Fundraising Gala at the Grand Ballroom, Renaissance Hotel Kuala Lumpur, themed "Mental Health & Environmental Sustainability." Ahead of the formal installation, a Sister Club Partnership renewal ceremony took place, reaffirming the enduring friendship between our clubs. Guests were treated to a spread of middle-eastern cuisine, while a live duo kept the energy high, entertaining the room between ceremonial segments.
	From shared meals to shared songs, the weekend was a wonderful reminder of what sister club relationships are all about: showing up for each other, celebrating milestones together, and building friendships that go beyond borders.
	Congratulations to RC Kuala Lumpur DiRaja on 99 years of service, and here's to the road ahead!
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	PEOPLE OF ACTION: LAST WEEK’S HIGHLIGHTS
	2nd Environment & Sustainability Committee Meeting 26 August
	By Shaun Roache
	A small but committed group of Rotarians attended the latest Environment and Sustainability Group meeting on August 26. We discussed efforts to tackle haze in Indonesia, support mangrove restoration, and raise awareness of the circular economy among young people. On the haze front, work continues on the PM Haze fire mitigation project in Riau and West Kalimantan, with plans taking shape for a further fundraising push in the coming months. Please do consider joining our band of eco-warriors!
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	RTN LINDA LIN
	FACES of Rotary Club of Singapore

	RTN LINDA LIN
	1. How long have you been in Rotary?
	Two and a half years

	2. What do you love about being a Rotarian?
	The opportunity to serve the community. It is a journey that opens up our perspective to the world around us, an intangible yet incredible journey which is priceless.

	3. Who are you at work? (Or: What do you do for a living?)
	I am a banker and have worked for several global banks.

	4. What is your proudest achievement at work and in Rotary?
	In the earlier years of my career, I was in corporate banking. I helped many clients grow their businesses through corporate finance.
	After corporate banking, I transitioned into wealth management. My proudest moment is when I helped a homemaker, who was divorced from her husband, gain financial independence. She had never worked in her life and was vulnerable. I started by helping her with financial literacy and progressed on to the management of her own funds. Although the funds were not maintained with me, I gained her friendship and trust. Most importantly, I experienced the profound meaning of giving.
	In Rotary, I was in the Public Image role for 2024-2025. I managed to capture the wonderful moments and memories of the club in the bulletin and social media. That role gave me the opportunity to get to know the club better and fostered strong friendship with many members. My next goal is to lead a project that serves and benefits a segment of the community.

	5. Could you introduce your family?
	We are a family of five - my mum, husband, me and my two boys. And we have a Maltipoo named Bolt who is super intelligent..

	6. How do you recharge or what are your hobbies?
	I recharge by watching movies.

	7. What is something we don't know about you?
	I like to dance and hope to be able to keep up with a K-pop dance one day.
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	RTN JUN DONG NG
	FACES of Rotary Club of Singapore

	RTN JUN DONG NG
	1. How long have you been in Rotary?
	I was inducted into RCS in February 2022, during PP Louis’ year. I was drawn to RCS because, of course, it is the oldest and best Rotary club in Singapore! Rtn Subhash was Membership Director then, and one of my first experiences was cycling together at East Coast Park. I thought, “This is going to be a fun club.” Four years later, I’m still here!

	2. What do you love about being a Rotarian?
	The spirit of Service Above Self. I love seeing people from different walks of life come together to make a difference. The generosity, leadership and friendship within RCS inspire me to give more.

	3. What do you do for a living?
	I’m an independent proprietary trader, primarily in equities. I enjoy understanding markets, businesses and human behaviour. Markets constantly remind me to stay curious and humble.

	4. What is your proudest achievement at work and in Rotary?
	Making a living doing something I genuinely enjoy. Trading has brought incredible highs, humbling lows and countless lessons, yet I remain excited to keep improving my craft.
	What I treasure most are the friendships in Rotary. Rotary friendship exchanges have taken me to Kenya, Mongolia, India and the Philippines, connecting me with Rotarians across cultures. These friendships and shared experiences are among my fondest RCS memories. Thank you, PP Jimmy!

	5. Could you introduce your family?
	I have loving parents and two sisters. Their generosity taught me something simple: when we have the ability to give, we should. Much of my desire to contribute started at home.

	6. How do you recharge or what are your hobbies?
	I meditate and practise breathwork daily. I also love adventure—mountain hikes, diving and travel—and a good game of Texas Poker.

	7. What is something we don’t know about you?
	I’m much more playful than I look! Despite my serious face, I dance bachata, have taken improv classes and go on spiritual retreats. I’m usually game to try something outside my comfort zone.
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	OUR GUIDING PRINCIPLES
	THE FOUR-WAY TEST
	Of the things we think, say or do:

	A GUIDE TO DAILY LIVING
	Before doing the things we want to do, consider first the precept of the guide.
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