
Belmont Park, Mont Albert Road, Balwyn 

Belmont Park was formerly part of the Robert and Mary Reid Estate. The Belmont Park’s 
7 acres were gifted - to the then City of Camberwell in 1913 - by Mary Reid with the 
stipulation that the gum trees on the site were preserved. 

Robert Reid migrated to Australia in 1855 at the age of 12. Reid went on to become a 
member of the Legislative Council and one of Australia’s leading importers. 

Reid and his wife Mary settled on land on Whitehorse Road Balwyn c 1871. When Reid 
died in 1904 his estate fronting Whitehorse Road extended from Parkside Avenue to 
Maleela Avenue. Following Mary’s death in 1924 – the area was subdivided in 19261. 

A 1926 newspaper article describing the sale of the subdivided lots also noted that 
when Robert Reid settled at Belmont c1871 “blacks were plentiful in the district, the 
high land on the estate being used by them as a look-out and camping ground.”2 
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1 http://home.vicnet.net.au/~balwynhs/newsletters/letters/articles_08-09.pdf 
2 The Box Hill Reporter 30th April 1926 
3 PROV VPRS 16171 Boroondara Parish Plan Imperial Measure B2209 
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Description  

“Belmont Park is dominated by large specimens of naturally occurring River Red Gums 
(Eucalyptus camaldulensis), some of them pre-dating European settlement” 

“The park’s remnant eucalypts are its most important natural assets.”  The very large 
trees are over a century old. The smaller trees represent multiple generations of 
naturally occurring trees. Some of these trees are over a century old 

4 x Swamp gums (Eucalyptus ovata) – 1 large, old tree 

67 x Remnant River Red Gums (Eucalyptus  camaldulensis) – 18 large, old trees 



Abundant locally vulnerable Kneed Wallaby-grass (Austrodanthonia geniculata) 

Tree Health 

“The park’s eucalypts have suffered in recent years from drought, insect attack and 
possum browsing. Unfortunately, the locally endangered Swamp Gums have fared 
worst, with three in fair health and one multi-stemmed specimen in good condition 
(right at the centre of the park). 

 The extent of insect damage has been heightened as an indirect result of the paucity of 
shrubs in the park, which favours the aggressive Noisy Miner to the exclusion of smaller 
insect-eating birds.” 

Ecological links with other land 

Belmont Park is rather ecologically isolated from other habitat for native flora or fauna. 
There is a tiny patch of Grassy Woodland in the Outer Circle Railway corridor (Site 31) 
300 m to the southwest, and otherwise, the only remnant vegetation within 2 km 
comprises a few isolated River Red Gums and a small number of individual understorey 
plants. 

There is therefore very little ecological linkage between Belmont Park and any other area 
of native vegetation. 

Former habitat type 

The pre-European vegetation of Belmont Park would most likely have included Grassy 
Woodland (EVC 175) in the south, grading into Plains Grassy Woodland (EVC 55) to the 
north. 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

Arbor Carbon Report : Aerial Measurement of Vegetation Cover 2022 

Total site area       24,000 m2 

Area managed for biodiversity         4,622 m2 (19% total) 

Potential future area managed for biodiversity    2,299 m2 (50% increase on 
existing area managed for 
biodiversity) 

https://lighterfootprints.org/wp-content/uploads/Arbor-Carbon_Report_CityofBoroondaraCouncil_JS22691_VegetationMapping2022_Rev0.1_20231116.pdf


 

 

 

 

 


