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A tired but satisfied Conference Chair is now able to reflect on how the
conference went. Here are some highlights.

We received great feedback about the golf and the bowls. Golf was won
by the Rotary Club of Noble Park - Dingley and the Bowls winners are
Rotary Club of Rowville - Lysterfield.

The Morning Tea at the Gallery and Afternoon Tea with Tour at Fortuna
Villa were enjoyed by those who attended. The conference on Saturday
and Sunday morning showcased some very inspiring speakers and there
were a few laughs and a few tears. The light entertainment - magic trick
anyone? - was a nice way to reset the mood. How about the Chinese Lion
dancers.

Who could forget the Saturday evening at the Red Energy Arena? Music
by the Standard Procedure Band, the MC’s who kept things moving, and
what about the people who won the prizes for the best dressed all while
enjoying a three-course dinner.

The expo was well attended and had a variety of projects and partners,
as well as most of the sponsors. Morning tea and lunch was there for all
to enjoy on both days, allowing all of us to visit the stands while having
our break.

We couldn’t send the guest speakers home without a small gift. Each
speaker received a plaque from Bendigo pottery, pictured below.
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1 hope you are still enjoying the many photos and small clips made
by PDG lan Ballentine. Thank you, PDG lan. (See link below for
those who haven’t had the opportunity to check out the event in
Bendigo).
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1fkiDnzENZZFKnZASpGN
LjiQ4LnFijjYxz

Of course, | could not have achieved this without the help of a
good team. You know who you are and thank you for your hard
work to produce a successful and enjoyable conference.

And now onto the next conference in Hobart (see page 6 of
Newsletter).

Stay safe and keep smiling.
Wil Cornelissen (RC Waverley), Conference Chair

Conference Chair Wil with MC, Jonathon Usher
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Message from our District Governor

Now that we’ve all returned home from our first
District 9815 Conference in Bendigo, it’s the perfect
time to pause and reflect on what an incredible
few days we shared.

Thank you for everyone who made the trip, shared
your stories, ideas and energy, and helped make
this historic gathering such a memorable success.
From powerful keynote speakers to inspiring
project showcases, to an amazing “Rotary Rocks”
gala dinner - it truly captured the spirit of

“We Belong - We are Better Together”.

A very special thanks goes to our Rotary
International President’s Personal Representative
Bharat Pandya, for joining us and sharing such
thoughtful insights on Rotary’s global impact.

To our incredible conference team, volunteers, presenters and our wonderful MC Johnathan Usher-
thank you for your tireless work behind the scenes. And to everyone who attended: thank you for

showing up with open minds and hearts.

Let’s carry the energy and connection of Bendigo back to our clubs and communities - and keep

building a District where everyone truly belongs.

Onto Hobart next year ...

DG Colin Byron (RC Greater Dandenong and Endeavour Hills)

Thank you to everyone who

supported the inaugural

District Conference, whether

it be via attending -

especially the first timers giving it

a go, encouraging someone to attend,

having your organisation be a sponsor, or

being a committee member, volunteer, exhibitor,
speaker minder or a speaker!

Thanks to your coffee orders during the Conference,
Red Energy Arena donated over $300 to the District.

The Sunday Monash Children’s Hospital Cancer
Fundraising Walk raised over $1,100 for the DG Partner’s
Project - thank you participants! This is in addition to
the over $125,000 donated by Clubs during the Gala
Dinner (feedback has been noted on this)!

Thank you to those who took part in our Post
Conference Survey (now closed) - results will be be
provided to future Conference Committees.
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Useful Information

Check out the District Conference
Webpage for:
Program
Conference Photos
Speaker Bio’s (click their
names for their information)
Link to accommodation deal
forthe 2026 Conference
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Competition Winners:
¢ Golf: Rotary Club of
Noble Park - Dingley
¢ Bowls: Rotary Club of
Rowville - Lysterfield



https://rotary9815.org.au/sitepage/district-conference-2025/conference-home-page
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District 9815 Conference Sponsors

energy

PLATINUM SPONSOR

615 Stud Road
Bays rVIC 3153

SRARHLX www,razergraphiz.com.au

(03) 9729 4300
Think in Calour, Print with Rozer....

Dor_se’r
Busm_ess
Solutions

LAWYERS

Community Bank
Pinewood

B Bendigo Bank
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Red Energy is a 100% Australian owned electricity and gas retailer.
Their multi award winning customer solution team are based in
Richmond, Victoria and are proud to be the platinum sponsor for this
years conference and for the following two conferences for Rotary
District 9815. The Red Rotary District 9815 Saver plan was launched at
the conference where Red Energy will donate $5 per month to Rotary
for every electricity and gas customer signing up to this plan.

From humble beginnings thirty years ago Razer Graphix has grown into
one of Melbourne's larger digital printers. Based in Bayswater they
have a large and diverse range of customers across Australia, New
Zealand and Oceania. Their customer base ranges from government
departments both federal, state, and local. Universities and
educational institutions, large corporations, small businesses and
individuals. All seeking premium quality products at budget prices.

Dorset Business Solutions, a family-owned business for 40 years, is
proudly managed by second-generation owners Mark and Monique
Smith. As part of the nationwide Office Choice group, we specialise in
supplying office furniture, office supplies, janitorial, and packaging
products. Our commitment to exceptional customer service and
support for local business and Rotary underscores our dedication to
the community and the clients we serve.

MST Lawyers is a leading mid-tier law firm based in Mount Waverley,
offering specialist legal services to businesses, families, and
individuals. Established in 1959, they have grown into a dynamic team of
principals, lawyers, and support staff, committed to delivering
practical and commercially focused advice. Their clients include small
and medium enterprises, national and international corporations, and
individuals. We combine deep expertise, personalised service, and
global networks to support our clients' success locally and abroad.

Community Bank Pinewood can be found at the Pinewood Shopping
Centre in Mount Waverley and has given over $ 2.5 million in funds back
to the local community since our inception almost 22 years ago. These
funds take the form of sponsorships, grants, scholarships, and
donations. Our major funding projects have also positively impacted our
community, such as the Monash Children’s Hospital, Monash SES,
Pinewood Reserve Playground, and many more! Why not contact them
to make a difference today on 9886 6477.

Learn more about our sponsors by
clicking their logo



https://dorset.officechoice.com.au/
https://www.bendigobank.com.au/branch/vic/community-bank-pinewood/
https://www.mst.com.au/
https://razergraphix.com.au/
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If you are planning to have a function or event in Bendigo, please never
forget to contact the Bendigo City Council as they are always willing to
assist where possible.

Zaparas Lawyers is a personal injury law firm practising in WorkCover,
Motor Vehicle Incidents, Public Liability, Occupational & Dust Diseases
and Hearing Loss matters. They have offices in Oakleigh, Bendigo,
Brisbane, Cranbourne, Drouin, Epping, Melton, Sunshine, Upper
; Coomera, Werribee & Pakenham. Also available via phone and
Personal Injury Lawyers videoconference. A family-run law firm with a genuine concern for
their client’s welfare and one that brings support beyond the law.

MMP Prahran is proud to support the 2025 Rotary District 9815
Conference. As a locally owned and operated printing business, we
& specialise in high-quality print solutions—from brochures and banners
to books and promotional materials. With a focus on reliability, fast

MIHUteman turnaround, and personal service, we’re here to help businesses and
Pressprahra" community groups bring their ideas to life. Visit them in-store or

online to discover what we can create together.

At Connected Travel, they make travel planning easy and stress-free.

. % Overwhelmed by online deals or unsure of the best value? Their

/ o =l » accredited agents are here to help. Each specialist is qualified and
' : experienced in various destinations and travel styles, providing
* =) personalised service from start to finish. With our wide range of
= ’P supplier partnerships, they offer competitive deals, ensuring your

N, C i
t Connected Trawve| holiday is perfectly planned. Let them handle the details so you can

focus on enjoying your trip.

Pakenham Trophies produces trophies, plaques, name badges,

giftware, general signage, and other memorials to Celebrate

Achievement. They have been serving the local community and

surrounds for over 34 years. They believe that achievement,

Pa en a rT ' milestones, and success deserve to be recognised and celebrated.

Their experienced team will work with you to assist in Celebrating

TROPHIES & AWARDS Achievement in a way that will surely be treasured by all recipients.

: : Eet 1989 They are committed to producing exceptional products that will be

Celebratmg Achievement loved and cherished for years to come. With their extensive range of

suppliers, they are sure to find the perfect way to Celebrate
Achievement with the right award to suit your event and your budget.

Learn more about our sponsors by
clicking their logo
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https://minutemanpressprahran.com.au/
https://www.connectedtravel.com.au/
https://www.zaparaslaw.com.au/
https://www.pakenhamtrophies.com.au/
https://www.bendigoregion.com.au/explore-bendigo
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For all communication requirements please contact Andrew Somers,
Rotary Club of Berwick, who will do his upmost to work with you to
get the appropriate communication requirements for your event.

MOTOROLA
SOLUTIONS

Lightwavez Design can provide our customers with corporate
uniforms, casual work wear, sports uniforms and promotional
material. They can also assist with conference AV, equipment hire,
recording facilities, in house and live on site technical crew and as
DJ's

Zero95 is Melbourne’s premier destination for authentic Italian
dining, renowned for its award-winning woodfired Neapolitan pizzas,
house-made pasta, and a menu crafted with the finest ingredients.
With three locations across Melbourne, Zero95 is well-equipped to
support Rotary clubs by offering convenient venues for club dine-out
meetings, functions, and private events. Whether hosting a cocktail
reception, club dinner, or a special changeover function, Zero95
provides a warm and inviting atmosphere with exceptional food and
service.

Red Energy Arena is the largest indoor stadium outside of
metropolitan Melbourne and is home to 10 indoor multi-purpose
courts and 12 outdoor netball courts. Their spectacular 4,000-seat
show court arena showcases some of the best international sport
and entertainment events in the country.

Want to be a sponsor or the 2026
Conference? Contact Wil

Cornelissen (RC Waverley)



https://www.motorolasolutions.com/en_xa.html
https://www.lightwavezdesign.com.au/
https://redenergyarena.com.au/about-us/
https://zero95.com.au/

Hotel Grand Chancellor Hobart
13 - 15 March 2026

official launch

on 19 July 25

ROTARY 9815 DISTRICT CONFERENCE
Hobart Tasmania 2026
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See you in Tassie!


https://www.grandchancellorhotels.com/hotel-grand-chancellor-hobart/rotary-conference-2026

