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President Bill’s Weekly Message 
Christine and I have just returned from participating in a special event celebrating the twentieth 
anniversary of the chartering of my first rotary  club, Cairns Marlin Coast. This club came into 
being in February, 1986 and was located in the fast growing beach suburbs to the north of 
Cairns in Far North Queensland. Cairns is the centre of a thriving region best known nowadays 
as a tourist destination but having evolved 
from the discovery of gold in the latter part of 
last century. It grew with the development of 
timber, sugar, tobacco, and fishing industries 
and more recently tropical fruit and 
vegetables and tourism. The region is sub 
tropical and borders the Great Barrier Reef. 
The community in the Far North is proud of its 
heritage which includes a diverse multicultural 
tapestry. People from many countries call the 
region home. I vividly recall first driving up 
from the south in a breathtaking tropical 
landscape through banana plantations and 
sugar cane farms, and as I approached 
Cairns I came upon a Sikh temple with yellow banners flying. I was filled with curiosity about 
the community I was about to join. I later found that the far north boasted large cohorts of 
Italians, Spaniards and Greeks, together with Middle Eastern and Asian communities and 
groups from middle and northern Europe. Many arrived a century ago and still today maintain a 
strong cultural presence throughout the region. Mareeba to the west of Cairns is home to one 
of the oldest surviving continuously used mosques in Queensland. Silkwood to the south of 
Cairns has been hosting for more than fifty years a religious festival with Sicilian origins called 
the Festival of Three Saints. Rotary thrives throughout this region with Cairns and surrounding 
towns hosting many rotary clubs. This is a part of Rotary District 9550 which covers a very 

large area extending from 
the Northern Territory to 
the Pacific coast and from 
Cape York and Darwin in 
the north to Proserpine and 
Katherine in the south.  It 
was here that I enjoyed my 
early Rotary years and last 
weekend’s event brought 
back to me many colourful 
memories of a rich Rotary 
experience.  
This small club has had a 
diverse membership from 
many of the cultural groups 
previously mentioned. On 
Saturday night, I viewed a 
kaleidoscope of images 

that had me recall many wonderful memories not only of the club itself but of the club within the 
broader Rotary organization of this fascinating region. As I listened to the relatively short history 
of this club I was again reminded of how Rotary so often provides common ground for 
otherwise diverse groups to interact. I recalled the many visits of our club to neighbouring 
towns for Rotary visits over those years and remembered the interesting people and shared 
community service initiatives. I return from my visit yet again invigorated by this organization 
and it’s capacity to ac t as a conduit for community action. 
                                                                                                                             Bill Cunningham 
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                                                             o-O-o 
Last weeks guest spoke with great passion about her ‘streeties’, the kids who live on the 
streets of the city. They are usually not there by choice but most often as a result of cruel 
circumstance. Captain Chris Cohen came to her current position of Manager of the Salvation 
Army’s Youth Outreach Service from postings in youth support roles in Asia. She was greatly 
concerned when she returned to her own city to find many youth problems in her own home 

town more often expected in 
highly populated cities in 
developing countries . Brisbane is 
a relatively small well ordered 
city that (by the presence of 
homeless and displace people) 
demonstrates that all is not well 
at the margins of our affluent 
society. Chris’s program 
specifically provides a service (in 
the first instance) to manage 
young people in crisis situations 
and later provides pathways to 
re-integrate them back into a 
stable social environment. Chris 
points out that her charges do 
not always come from a typical 
home environment. Some have 
never had their own bedroom but 

have always lived ‘on the street’. They are often the progeny of the displaced and therefore 
require additional training to make them able to take up what most of us see as normal life 
pathways. 
Chris told us with great enthusiasm about a breakthrough in the support and reinstatement 
methods now being applied in her program. It had been of ongoing concern that the success 
rates to re-establish young people into the mainstream community was not high and many 
clients were falling back into crisis. A new intermediate step has now been introduced into the 
process. This is to introduce the client into the Healthy Lifestyle Program. This is recommended 
to us all as a logical adjunct to 
our daily work activities. To 
these young people, it provides 
a measure from which to launch 
themselves from the 
consciousness of self abuse 
and other negative life practices 
to a new awareness of self and 
evolving pride and respect in 
small achievements. After this 
transition the young person has 
the personal strength to 
maintain involvement in 
educational and social skills 
programs. Captain Chris 
provides a range of initiatives 
within the Youth Outreach 
Service. The mission of the 
service is “..to provide a place 
of safety and care where, through compassion, skilled support and opportunity young people 
find refuge and hope to achieve their dreams and potential”. We believe that this is work of 
fundamental importance for our community and our club is committed to provide support for the 
work as one of the principal elements of our community service plan.  Photo: Major Wayne 
Maxwell with Chairman Graham McHarrie and Captain Chris Cohen.     
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NOTICES 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS OR CONTACT INFO 
Let the Secretary know if your contacts have changed.  He will then immediately update the member listing on 
our web site.Conversely you can check to see that we have the correct contact numbers by calling up our site  
- www.brisbanerotary.org.au - and then go to 'membership' and enter the ID and password (forgotten these 
details? -- ring the Secretary!).If you would like an undated list for your own computer- the Sec can oblige! 
 

 

 

Call for nominations for Board Members for 2006-2007 

 
POSITIONS FILLED: (Ratified by members) 
 
• Graeme Ridler   President  2006 - 2007  
• Brian Carss  Secretary  2006 – 2007 
 
Note: Mal Evans has been appointed by the Board as Vice President 2005 2006 to fill the casual 
vacancy resulting from the resignation of Peter Savage.   
 
Members are now invited to put forward nominations for the following positions: 
 
1. President Elect 2006 2007 (Mal Evans will accept nomination for this position) 
2. Vice President 2006 2007 
3. Treasurer  2006 2007 (Marjorie Herrington will continue in this position) 
4. Directors (4) 2006 2007 
 
The Board operates at present with 4 Directors for the following Directorates: Club Service, 
Community Service, Vocational Service, and International Service. 
 
Nominations must be in the hands of the Secretary not later than 4pm on Friday 24 feb 
All nominations must be signed by the nominee.hIt is proposed to place the nominations before 
Members at the meting on Monday 27 Feb 
 
Secretary 
06 Feb 2006 

DISTRICT CONFERENCE REGISTRATIONS 
Minimum  package cost for attendance with morning and afternoon teas $30.00 

Discounts of 10% still available for Registrations prior to end of February for full packages 
including lunches, opening function and Saturday night gala dinner. 

****Please register your intention to attend with Bob Estler or Graeme Whitmore at the 
reception desk***** 

PP Marjorie Carss update. Again we can report some improvement in PP Marjorie’s 
condition however it is requested that husband Brian be contacted for an update before 
any visit is made.  Our continuing best wishes are extended to PP Marjorie, and family. 
Brian and family.   

 

  

 
 

We have a number of nominations for theRemember 
Rotary Youth Leadership Awards for this year. 
Thankyou for your interest and participation. The event 
will be held at Tuchekoi and extend from 18th to 23rd 
April. Vocational Service Director Cheryl Kerr will later 
report on the outcomes of the Program 
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Our sister club Amsterdam 
International contributed 
towards the replacement of  
fishing boats lost in Sri Lanka in 
the Tsunami of January 2005. 
They sent this photo of the 
recent blessing of replacement 
boats  funded by the club 
iniative.  

Sister club Tsim Sha Shui East 
Hong Kong recently celebrated 
Chinese New Year in style. PP 
Percy Childe hosted a party at his 
home and conveyed best wishes to 
us all for the incoming  Year of the 
Dog. 

 

Sri Lankan fisherman recipients of 
new boats  

 

Club Pics 
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The Lighter Side 
                      
                                                                                                                  Courtesy of bztoons.com 

 

A first grade teacher had 25 students 
in her class and she presented  
each child the first half of a well 
known proverb and asked them to come  
up with the remainder of the proverb. 
While reading, keep in mind that these 
are 6-year-olds, because the last one 
is classic!  
1. Don't change horses............until 
they stop running.  
2. Strike while 
the.........................bug is 
close.  
3. It's always darkest 
before.............Daylight Saving Time 
4. Never underestimate the power 
of..........termites. 
5. You can lead a horse to water 
but.........how? 
6 Don't bite the hand 
that..................looks dirty  
7. No news 
is..........................impossible. 
8. A miss is as good as 
a....................Mr. 
9. You can't teach an old dog 
new............maths. 
10. If you lie down with dogs, 
you'll........stink in the morning.  
11. Love all, 
trust......................... me.  
12. The pen is mightier than 
the............ pigs. 
13. An idle mind is.................the 
best way to relax.  
14. Where there's smoke 
there's..............pollution. 
15. Happy the bride 
who..............gets all the presents.  
16. A penny saved 
is.........................not much.  
17. Two's company, 
three's................the Musketeers. 
18. Don't put off till tomorrow 
what.........you put on to go to bed.  
19. Laugh and the whole world laughs 
with you, cry                
and.........you have to blow your nose.  
20. There are none so blind 
as...............Stevie Wonder. 
21. Children should be seen and 
not..........spanked or grounded. 
22. If at first you don't 
succeed............get new batteries.  
23.You get out of something only what 
you....see in the picture on the box. 
24. When the blind lead the 
blind............get out of the way.  
And the WINNER and last one:  
25. Better late 
than.........................pregnant.  
 

Further remarks, Quotes, Observations and 
Words of Wisdom  
 
Light-years ahead! Just a phone call away! 
 
Do chickens think rubber humans are funny? 
 
There cannot be a crisis today; my schedule is 
already full. 

Q: What's the difference between a teenager and 
E.T.?  
A: E.T. phoned home.  
 
A successful man is one who makes more money 
than his wife can spend.  
 
Marriage is a three ring circus: an engagement 
ring, a wedding ring, and suffering  
 
Marriage is the process of finding out what kind 
of man your wife would have preferred.  
 
If you jogged backward ... would you gain 
weight?  
 
If you can't change your mind, are you sure you 
still have one? 
 
I'm not into working out. My philosophy: No 
pain. No pain.  
 
Did you hear about the idiot who walked around 
the world? He drowned 
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Duty Roster 

 
30 January 6 February 13 February 20 February 

Chair Chair Chair Chair 
Wal Bishop Karissa Douglass Graham McHarrie David Cain 
Set-Up & Put-Away Set-Up & Put-Away Set-Up & Put-Away Set-Up & Put-Away 
Peter Dawson Peter Anderson Greg Sellars Bas Veal 
Michael Stephens Ron Barnwell Brian Carss Henry Milne  
Raffle Raffle Raffle Raffle 
John Torrance Mel Evans Michael Kelly John Torrance 
Make-ups Make-ups Make-ups Make-ups 
Max Winders Mario Pennisi Ron McLeod Keith Hamburger 
Fellowship Fellowship Fellowship Fellowship 
David Charlton Allan Gillespie Clive Shepherd Robert Seaman 

 
If you are unable to fulfil your rostered duty, please arrange a swap with another member.  
Please don’t forget as your failure to turn up affects Club organisation.  If you are designated as 
the Chair and you will not be available, please advise the President.  Members listed should 
ARRIVE by NOON.   

 
FEBRUARY 
 

BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES INDUCTION DATE 
17 Bill Cunningham  9   Bob & Zeita Esler Stan Francis 2/02/1976 
18 Armand von Stein 10 Ray & Joan Wilkie  Keith Watts 4/02/1991 
21 Phil Little 11 Brian  & Marjorie Carss Jim Worrell 7/02/1983 
27 Warren Hampton  Greg Sellars 9/02/1981 
23 Alan Johnston  Bob Esler 25/02/1985 
23 John Robinson    
24 Dougal Henders    

 
 
ATTENDANCE: 06 Feb 2006 
Members 36  
Visiting Rotarians 1 John Giles. Ashgrove the Gap, Architecture 
Partners   
Guests 1 James Ball (Guests of John Puttick) 
Club Guests  Karissa Douglass Guest Speaker 
TOTAL 38  

 
 
ATTENDANCE: 13 Feb 2006 
Members 29  
Visiting Rotarians   
Partners   
Guests   
Club Guests 2 Maj. Wayne Maxwell, Capt. Chris Cohen 
TOTAL 31  
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ROTARY INFORMATION 
 
 

Object of Rotary  Four Way Test  
 
Of the things we think, say or do 
 
1. Is it the TRUTH? 
 
2. Is it FAIR to all concerned? 
 
3. Will it build GOODWILL & BETTER 

FRIENDSHIPS? 
 
4. Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned? 
 

National Anthem  

 
The object of Rotary is to encourage and 
foster the ideal of service as a basis of 
worthy enterprise and, in particular, to 
encourage and foster: 
 
First:  The development of 
acquaintance as an opportunity for service; 
 
Second: High ethical standards in 
business and professions; the recognition 
of the worthiness of all useful occupations; 
and the dignifying of each Rotarian’s 
occupation as an opportunity to serve 
society; 
 
Third:  The application of the ideal of 
service in each Rotarian’s personal, 
business and community life; 
 
Fourth: The advancement of 
international understanding, goodwill and 
peace through a world fellowship of 
business and professional persons united 
in the ideal of service. 
 

 
Australians all let us rejoice, 
For we are young and free; 

We’ve golden soil and wealth for toil, 
Our home is girt by sea; 

Our land abounds in nature’s gifts,  
Of beauty rich and rare; 

In history’s page, let every stage  
Advance Australia Fair. 

In joyful strains then let us sing, 
Advance Australia Fair. 

. 
Club Officers & Directors 

Officers 
• President:   Bill Cunningham 
• President Elect:  Graeme Ridler 
• Secretary:   PP Des Knight 
• Treasurer:   Marjorie Herrington 
• Imm. Past Pres:  Marjorie Carss 
 
 

District 9600 Governor 
 

Charles Guesdon 
 

Rotary International President 
 

Carl-Wilhelm Stenhammar 

Directors 
?   Club Service:   Graeme Ridler  
?   Community Service:  David Cain 
?   International Service:  Warren Hampton 
?   Vocational Service :  Cheryl Kerr 

 
Sergeant-at-Arms:  Tony Love 
 

Rotary Grace 
 

O Lord and giver of all good 
We thank You for our daily food 

May Rotary friends & Rotary ways 
Help us to serve You all our days 

 

The Bulletin is printed on the Friday prior to the regular meeting.  Please submit your items 
by Thursday pm by e-mail to editor,.                                                                                        

Articles in MS Word format only please and pictures in jpg or tif. 
 


