
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

President’s Message 
 
Welcome Rotarians and friends 
 
Firstly, apologies for the lack of a 
message with the bulletin last week, 
this was due to an error at my end.  I 
understand from our bulletin producer 
Deanne that she has updated the 
online version of the bulletin with the 
message for those who missed the 
email version.   
 
As mentioned in the previous week’s 
meeting, we have received a letter 
from the Right Honorable Graham 
Quirk, Lord Mayor of Brisbane (and 
Honorary Member of our club) 
thanking the club for our generosity 
and support in respect of the City Hall 
Restoration Fund.  A copy of this is 
attached  
 
Brisbane Youth Service (BYS) have sent 
us details of two further scholarship 
requests, which I’m pleased to say 
have been approved, and I will 
present details of these in Monday’s 
meeting.   
 
BYS are also running a Christmas 
Appeal to raise funds for 
disadvantaged young people, and a 
flyer advertising this accompanies the 
bulletin.  Donations can be made via 
a dedicated website 
(www.crackerchristmas.org), with 
specific gifts being available for 
selection.  In the event that members 
are interested in making a donation, I 
would like to remind members that we 
can organise this (tax deductible of 
course) via the Club Benevolent 
Foundation, which would allow us to 
pool any donations.  If you are 
interested in doing this, please let me 
know.   
 

(continued next page) 
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President’s Message – cont. 
 
As far as the Christmas break is 
concerned, we are intending to 
resume usual meetings on 21st 
January 2013, and I would note that 
28th January will be a public holiday 
(with Australia day falling on 
Saturday), so there will be no meeting 
that week.  This will also be our final 
bulletin of the year, so if I don't see you 
on Monday have a great Christmas 
and New Year.   
 
 
Yours in Rotary  
 
 
 
President Alistair 
 

 
 
Rotary Meeting – 10 Dec 2012 
 
The Chairman of the day Clive 
Shepherd introduced PP Bas Veal who 
stood in for P Alistair Smith, who could 
not attend our meeting, because of 
another commitment. PP Bas 
welcomed our only guest Assistant 
District Governor Lisa Bateson from the 
Fortitude Valley Rotary Club. Lisa 
brought greetings from District 
Governor Dai Mason who 
congratulated our Club on the 
induction of Lord Mayor Graham Quirk 
as an Honorary Member. 
 
In Rotary Spots Patrick Caragata gave 
us an update on his negotiations to 
initiate our Emerging Leaders 
Programme. He has had a luncheon 
meeting with the Vice Chancellor of 
Griffith University and Patrick hopes 
that Griffith will submit a response to 
our proposal by the end of February 
2013. 
 
Patrick has also had negotiations with 
the University of Technology on this 
matter. Patrick urged that we 
approach this proposal as an evolving 
programme with no firm deadline, 
and that it was most important that 
we get the basics right before we 
commenced.  I am sure that the 
Board and Membership of the Club 
are right behind Patrick in this 
endeavour, as it has the potential to 
solve most of the problems that beset 
organisations like Rotary in this busy 
age, with so many competing calls on 
the valuable time of professionals and 
business men and women. 
 

Rotary meeting - continued 
 
Secretary Michael Stevens 
conducted the business of the day 
which was a motion to free up the 
Club’s membership locality 
restrictions. There were 18 members of 
the Club present and at least 6 of 
these held proxy votes on behalf of 
absent members, so a valid quorum 
was declared. When a vote was 
taken the motion was approved and 
passed unanimously. Michael also 
reminded all members to try to attend 
next week’s meeting when a vote will 
be taken to elect Board Members 
and Office Bearers for the 2013-14 
Rotary year. Michael also announced 
that President Elect Graeme 
Whitmore has volunteered to stand 
for a two year term as President. 
 
There was no guest lecturer so 
members engaged in Fellowship. 
 
SAA Cam Bishop, in the absence of 
PP Brian Carss, engaged in 
unashamed advertising for the 
Sarabah Winery and paid a suitable 
heavy fine. He entertained us with 
jokes including a memorable one 
about the widow of Brian Sullivan. He 
also reminded us that Denise 
Schellbach was still looking for more 
volunteers to man the Eddie’s Van 
early morning coffee service that 
helped Brisbane’s homeless people. 
Cam reminded us that next week’s 
meeting was to be the last for the 
year, and that our first meeting of 
2013 would be on Monday the 21st of 
January. 
 

 

 

Calendar 
 
 

17 December: 
Christmas Closing Day 

BCC PR 
Legacy Way Tunnel 

  
 

21 January 2013: 
First meeting for 2013 

  
 
 
  
 
 

Roster 
 
 

17 December 2012: 
President  A Smith 
Chairman P Gresham 
Set Up/Away H Milne 
Raffle B Veal 
Visitor Register P Caragata 
Attendance J Smerdon 
 G Whitmore 

 
 

24 December 2012: 
NO MEETING 

 

 
 
 

21 January 2013: 
President TBA 
Chairman TBA 
Set Up/Away TBA 
Raffle  TBA 
Visitor Register TBA 
Attendance TBA 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Please forward any dates or 
articles of interest that you would 

like to see included in future 
Bulletins to the Bulletin Editor at 

 
secretary@brisbanerotary.org.au 

RROOTTAARRYY  GGRRAACCEE  
 

O Lord and giver of all good 
 

We thank You for our daily food 
 

May Rotary friends and Rotary 
ways 

 
Help us to serve You all our days. 



 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
Now that I'm older here's what 
I've discovered: 
1. I started out with nothing, 

and I still have most of it. 
2. My wild oats have turned 

into prunes and all-bran. 
3. I finally got my head 

together, and now my body 
is falling apart. 

4. Funny, I don't remember 
being absent-minded. 

5. Funny, I don't remember 
being absent-minded. 

6. If all is not lost, where is it? 
7. It is easier to get older than it 

is to get wiser. 
8. Some days, you're the dog; 

some days you're the 
hydrant. 

9. I wish the buck stopped 
here; I sure could use a few. 

10. Kids in the back seat cause 
accidents. 

11. Accidents in the back seat 
cause kids. 

12. It's hard to make a 
comeback when you 
haven't been anywhere. 

13. The only time the world 
beats a path to your door is 
when you're in the 
bathroom. 

14. If God wanted me to touch 
my toes, he'd have put 
them on my knees. 

15. When I'm finally holding all 
the cards, why does 
everyone want to play 
chess? 

16. It’s not hard to meet 
expenses . . . they're 
everywhere. 

17. The only difference between 
a rut and a grave is the 
depth. 

18. These days, I spend a lot of 
time thinking about the 
hereafter . . . 

1. I go somewhere to get 
something, and then 
wonder what I'm hereafter 

19. Funny, I don't remember 
being absent-minded. 

20. DID I SEND THESE TO YOU 
BEFORE..........?????? 

 
 

 

Medical mission delivers hope 
to Nigerian polio victims  
 

 
A group of Rotarian physicians 
from India — most of them 
orthopedic surgeons — assisted by 
nonmedical volunteers, performed 
corrective surgeries on young polio 
patients ages 1 to 18 at two 
hospitals in Abuja, Nigeria’s capital. 
The project was partly funded by a 
US$50,000 Rotary Foundation 
Matching Grant. 
 
Project leader and Past RI President 
Rajendra K. Saboo said the mission 
also aimed to create awareness of 
the need for immunizations and of 
Rotary’s efforts to eradicate the 
disease. The above images were 
taken by team member Charanjit 
Singh. See more photos and read 
more about the mission at 
www.rotary.org. 
 

 
 
Meeting a polio survivor in 
Nigeria 
By Al Bonney, a member of the Rotary Club 
of Traverse City, Michigan, USA, writing from 
Nigeria as part of a team taking part in 
National Immunization Days 
 
Before this trip, I had never looked 
a polio survivor outside the United 
States in the eye, engaged him in 
conversation, and seen his pain, 
sadness, and even resignation. 
 
As a Rotarian, I have been aware 
of Rotary’s efforts to eradicate 
polio once and for all. But this was 
just two humans, mano a mano, 
seeking the same life of dignity and 
respect as the other, and it was my 
responsibility to communicate that 
respect and dignity. 
 
The first half of my awakening took 
place while my new friend was 
crawling through the dust of the 
presentation grounds, from his 
chair in the waiting area to his new 
wheelchair.  What came next 
stood my hair on end. 
 

I watched him look at the 
wheelchair, reach his calloused 
hands forward and swing himself 
from the ground into the seat of 
the tricycle handcrank with the 
fluidity of a trained performer. 
Once he was seated, his smile and 
the look of opportunity in his eyes 
took my breath away. The words of 
another polio survivor came back 
to me, “Once I had my wheelchair, 
the whole world was mine.” 
 
After the emotions of the moment 
had passed, I was struck by how 
needless this young man’s suffering 
had been. If his mother or father 
had permitted him to receive just 
two drops of the vaccine some 10 
years ago, his pain might have 
been avoided. Thanks to the 
vaccine we were there to deliver, 
many other children will never 
know the pain I saw in this young 
man’s eyes. 
 
My friend rode off, cranking on his 
new wheelchair for all it was worth. 
Pure joy took him farther in 30 
seconds than he had probably 
moved all day. I sure hope his 
parents allow drops for his baby 
sister. 
Source: blog.rotary.org 
 

 
 

RETIRED HEALTH MESSAGE 
As I was lying in bed pondering the 
problems of the world, I rapidly 
realized that I don't really give a 
rat's hiney. It's the tortoise life for 
me! 
 
1. If walking is good for your 

health, the postman would be 
immortal. 

2. A whale swims all day, only 
eats fish, drinks water, and is 
fat. 

3. A rabbit runs and hops and 
only lives 15 years. 

4. A tortoise doesn't run and does 
nothing, yet it lives for 450 
years. 

And you tell me to exercise?? I 
don't think so. 

 
I'm retired. Go around me. 

 
God grant me the senility to forget 
the people I never liked, the good 
fortune to run into the ones I do, 
and the eyesight to tell the 
difference. 


