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President’s Message

Welcome Rotarians and friends

Firstly, apologies for the lack of a
message with the bulletin last week,
this was due to an error at my end. |
understand from our bulletin producer
Deanne that she has updated the
online version of the bullefin with the
message for those who missed the
email version.

As mentioned in the previous week’s
meeting, we have received a letter
from the Right Honorable Graham
Quirk, Lord Mayor of Brisbane (and
Honorary Member of our club)
thanking the club for our generosity
and support in respect of the City Hall
Restoration Fund. A copy of this is
aftached

Brisoane Youth Service (BYS) have sent
us details of two further scholarship
requests, which I'm pleased to say
have been approved, and | will
present details of these in Monday’s
meeting.

BYS are also running a Christmas
Appeal to raise funds for
disadvantaged young people, and a
flyer advertising this accompanies the
bulletin. Donations can be made via

a dedicated welbsite
(www.crackerchristmas.org), with
specific Qifts being available for

selection. In the event that members
are interested in making a donation, |
would like to remind members that we
can organise this (tfax deductible of
course) via the Club Benevolent
Foundation, which would allow us to
pool any donations. If you are
inferested in doing this, please let me
know.

(continued next page)

What’s On?

17 December:
Last meeting for
2012

*

5June 2013

Celebration of the
90th Anniversary
of the Charter
of the Rotary
Club of Brishane

4 WAY TEST

Of the things we think, say or do:

1. s it the TRUTH?

2. Is it FAIR to all concerned?

3. Wil it build GOODWILL and
BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?
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Medical mission delivers hope
to Nigerian polio victims

A group of Rotarian physicians
from India — most of them
orthopedic surgeons — assisted by
nonmedical volunteers, performed
corrective surgeries on young polio
patients ages 1 to 18 at two
hospitals in Abuja, Nigeria’s capital.
The project was partly funded by a
US$50,000 Rotary  Foundation
Matching Grant.

Project leader and Past Rl President
Rajendra K. Saboo said the mission
also aimed to create awareness of
the need for immunizations and of
Rotary’s efforts to eradicate the
disease. The above images were
taken by team member Charanjit
Singh. See more photos and read
more about the mission at

www.rotary.org.

Meeting a polio survivor in
Nigeria

By Al Bonney, a member of the Rotary Club
of Traverse City, Michigan, USA, writing from
Nigeria as part of a team taking part in
National Immunization Days

Before this trip, | had never looked
a polio survivor outside the United
States in the eye, engaged him in
conversation, and seen his pain,
sadness, and even resignation.

As a Rotarian, | have been aware
of Rotary’s efforts to eradicate
polio once and for all. But this was
just two humans, mano a mano,
seeking the same life of dignity and
respect as the other, and it was my
responsibility to communicate that
respect and dignity.

The first half of my awakening took
place while my new friend was
crawling through the dust of the
presentation grounds, from his
chair in the waiting area to his new
wheelchair. What came next
stood my hair on end.
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| watched him look at the
wheelchair, reach his calloused
hands forward and swing himself
from the ground into the seat of
the tricycle handcrank with the
fluidity of a frained performer.
Once he was seated, his smile and
the look of opportunity in his eyes
took my breath away. The words of
another polio survivor came back
to me, "Once | had my wheelchair,
the whole world was mine.”

After the emotions of the moment
had passed, | was struck by how
needless this young man’s suffering
had been. If his mother or father
had permitted him to receive just
two drops of the vaccine some 10
years ago, his pain might have
been avoided. Thanks to the
vaccine we were there to deliver,
many other children will never
know the pain | saw in this young
man’s eyes.

My friend rode off, cranking on his
new wheelchair for all it was worth.
Pure joy took him farther in 30
seconds than he had probably
moved all day. | sure hope his
parents allow drops for his baby
sister.

Source: blog.rotary.org

RETIRED HEALTH MESSAGE
As | was lying in bed pondering the
problems of the world, | rapidly
realized that | don't really give a
rat's hiney. It's the tortoise life for
me!

1. If waling is good for your
health, the postman would be
immortal.

2. A whale swims all day, only
eats fish, drinks water, and is
fat.

3. A rabbit runs and hops and
only lives 15 years.

4, Atortoise doesn't run and does
nothing, yet it lives for 450
years.

And you tell me to exercise?? |
don't think so.

I'm retired. Go around me.

God grant me the senility to forget
the people | never liked, the good
fortune to run info the ones | do,
and the eyesight to fell the
difference.

Now that I'm older here's what
I've discovered:

1.

2,

3.

19.

| started out with nothing,
and | still have most of it.

My wild oats have furned
into prunes and all-bran.

| finally got my head
together, and now my body
is falling apart.

Funny, | don't remember
being absent-minded.
Funny, | don't remember
being absent-minded.

If allis not lost, where is it?

It is easier to get older than it
is fo get wiser.

Some days, you're the dog:
some days vyoure the
hydrant.

| wish the buck stopped
here; | sure could use a few.
Kids in the back seat cause
accidents.

. Accidents in the back seat

cause kids.
. Itf's  hard to make a
comeback when you

haven't been anywhere.

. The only ftime the world

beats a path to your door is
when you're in the
bathroom.

If God wanted me to touch
my toes, he'd have put
them on my knees.

When I'm finally holding alll

the cards, why does
everyone want to play
chess?

t's not hard to meet
expenses they're
everywhere.

. The only difference between

a rut and a grave is the
depth.

. These days, | spend a lot of

time thinking about the
hereafter . ..

| go somewhere to get
something. and then
wonder what I'm hereafter
Funny, | don't remember
being absent-minded.
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