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1. Isit the TRUTH?

2. Isit FAIR to all concerned?

3. Will it build GOODWILL and
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President’s Message





Welcome Rotarians and friends





Following on from Monday’s board meeting, I can confirm that the new Club Constitution and By-Laws have been amended to comply with suggested Rotary International locality description and are being lodged with the Office of Fair Trading for registration.





We have prepared draft tickets for the Premium Wines and Fridge/De-Humidifier raffle and hope to finalise these shortly so that tickets will be available for members to sell.  Sales are to commence after the ticket printing and the raffle will be drawn to coincide with the 90th anniversary of the club and the visit by members of the Rotary Club of Taipei Tatung.





We have received some positive results from the RCoB Benevolent Foundation, and the Foundation Directors have confirmed that $18,000 is available for immediate use.  The majority of this will be used to cover our ongoing commitments to the Brisbane Youth Services (BYS) scholarship program.  However, in addition, we will be making some additional funds available to BYS for a Live and Learn numeracy and literacy program, details of which are attached.  These funds will be made available to BYS upon application so we can monitor how the funds are used and to ensure these are allocated appropriately. 





It should also be noted that Henry Milne and Wal Bishop have retired as Directors of the Benevolent Foundation, and I would like to take this opportunity to thank them for their years of service in this regard.  In view of their retirement, Dougal Henderson has been appointed as a new director of the Foundation, and I would also like to thank Dougal for agreeing to take on this responsibility.  





Finally, I would like to thank Tony McKinnon for volunteering to attend the Probus AGM on the club’s behalf and we look forward to an update from him at Monday’s meeting.  


Yours in Rotary 





President Alistair





What’s On?


25 February:











TBA
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Rotary Meeting


18 February 2013





Today’s Chairman was Stan Francis. P Alistair welcomed our guests Vlad Robu from the Balmoral Rotary Club, and Richard Langford from Brisbane Youth Services. P Alistair called for a volunteer to represent the Club at the Brisbane City Probus Club’s AGM on Thursday. The most important business of the day was the induction of our new member Tony McKinnon. A hearty welcome to Tony.





In Rotary Spots Patrick Caragata brought us up to date on his negotiations with the three University Business Schools in Brisbane. Richard Langford informed us of the new communications strategy being adopted by Brisbane Youth Services, and gave us statistics on homelessness that reinforced yet again the need for the services his organisation provides to our community.





Our guest speaker today was our own Phil Gresham, whose successful inner city photography business Fotofast has been a Brisbane fixture for decades. Phil has also been our Club’s Honorary Photographer over many years. Fotofast has also provided the large posters and art work for the Club when we were involved in the World Congress and District Congresses. Phil introduced his talk by stressing the importance of photos as historical evidence that you have lived. He reminded us that in times of flood or fire the first thing most families saved were the irreplaceable family photos. He took us on an historical journey on the developments in cameras from film and the Box Brownie of the 50’s, through Kodak 35mm slides to the digital age of today.  A telling point he made was that as a professional, his camera of choice of today, is his smart phone. He wonders where the memories and history of the Y generation and trendies is going to come from, as they all take thousands of pictures, but seldom print or save any on another medium. This was the main theme of his talk. How do we preserve the irreplaceable personal images that we all have for posterity and our grandchildren?





We all have shoe boxes full of negatives or 8mm films or 35mm slides, and computer hard drives full of thousands of images. 





Calendar








4 March  2013:


Fellowship





11 March 2013:


TBA





22 – 24 March 2013:


District Conference








Roster








25 February 2013:


President 	A Smith


Chairman	J Worrell


Set Up/Away	K Watts


Raffle	K Hamburger


Visitor Register	G Holtmann


Attendance	J Smerdon


	G Whitmore








4 March 2013:


President 	A Smith


Chairman	D Phillips


Set Up/Away	C Shepherd


Raffle	P Anderson
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Attendance	J Smerdon


	G Whitmore
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President 	A Smith


Chairman	K Hamburger


Set Up/Away	M Evans
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Visitor Register	R Tamaschke


Attendance	J Smerdon


	G Whitmore








18 March 2013:


President 	A Smith


Chairman	M Kelly


Set Up/Away	A McKinnon


Raffle	A Gillespie


Visitor Register	S Francis


Attendance	J Smerdon


	G Whitmore








Please forward any dates or articles of interest that you would like to see included in future Bulletins to the Bulletin Editor at





secretary@brisbanerotary.org.au





Phil warned that hard drives and memory cards can all fail, and that for really long term preservation they must be updated. Some of the hardware or software to do this may not be available in 80 years’ time. Phil’s advice is to edit the images you have, and then make prints of all the really important ones that you want to keep. Good quality prints, carefully stored away from moisture, will last for a very long time. Moisture is the main enemy of photographic longevity. For all the other images that you want to keep Phil advises that you cull all the ones you do not really want, starting with the oldest, and then save the rest. The safest way to do this is digital. Fotofast offers a service that will scan the best of your images in almost any format and then transfer them to a CD or DVD or other digital form. Phil offered us a 20% discount for any member who wished to take advantage of this offer before the 31st. of March. At question time both Brian Carss and Michael Stephens gave unsolicited testimonials that they had personally previously used this Fotofast service and found it most rewarding. Several members warned of the dangers to permanency, privacy and ownership of images stored on the cloud or on Facebook etc. Once again this excellent talk showed the wealth of personal experience and expert professional knowledge that exists within our own Club membership.





SAA Cam Bishop apologised for his unavoidable absence from last week’s meeting. He welcomed his predecessor as SAA in Tony Love, who we have not seen for a while, to the meeting. Cam fined us efficiently and entertained us with jokes. The raffle was won by Rick Tamaschke. The meeting attendance was 28.
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ROTARY GRACE





O Lord and giver of all good





We thank You for our daily food





May Rotary friends and Rotary ways





Help us to serve You all our days.





Through Rotary, we do not have to walk away. We can put out our hands and help. And we can help the people we will never see as well as the people in our own communities. 





We help because our help is needed, and because helping gives us joy. 





And we help because we know that we are all human. We all rely on each other. We give what we can to those who are in need — whoever, and wherever, they are. 





In Japan, Rotary is very strong. We are glad to help others. But we never expected that one day, Rotarians around the world would come together to help us. This is what happened almost two years ago, when an earthquake that measured 9.0 on the Richter scale shook Japan to its very core. 





I know that I do not need to tell you the details of what followed: the horror of the tsunami and then the nuclear disaster at Fukushima. Waves of up to 40 meters, and water that traveled as much as 10 kilometers inland. 





More than 15,000 people died, nearly 6,000 were injured, and almost 3,000 are still missing. The total losses are estimated at over US$300 billion. 





These are the numbers that we use to measure the disaster. But there are no numbers to measure what happened to so many lives. In a matter of hours, half a million people in one of the world's wealthiest and most developed countries lost everything. They went from comfort and security to an uncertain future in school gyms, tents, and ruined buildings.





All over the world, people sent help. Rotarians contributed to a disaster fund. Individuals and governments sent teams for search and rescue and helped to meet the needs of survivors. 





The entire nation was in shock from the catastrophe. And the warmth we felt from friends around the world helped us to recover, and move forward.














 





For the first time in almost 70 years, we were not sending aid. We were receiving it. It was something we never thought would happen. But it was a reminder to all of us how fragile our lives really are — and how little separates us from those we help. 





In Japan, we are used to earthquakes. We are always preparing for earthquakes and tsunamis. Our building standards are the highest in the world. We thought we were ready for anything. But no one ever expected anything like this. 





The 東日本大震災, as we call it in Japanese — the Eastern Japan Great Earthquake Disaster - changed Japan. Japan changed us all. And it changed the way Japanese Rotarians see Rotary. Because humanitarian service looks very different once you have been on the receiving end. 





It is easy to look at the people we help through our Rotary service as somehow different from ourselves. Often, they live far away. We do not know their language or their culture. We do not know what it is like to have no running water, no sanitation, no health care, no education. We look at pictures, we read stories in the news about poverty, wars, and disasters. We see, from so far away, the people who are living through such terrible times. But it is hard sometimes to put ourselves in their place. We cannot imagine such things happening to us. 





Today, I tell you that they can. 





I tell you that there is nothing at all separating us from the people we help. We are all the same. Only the circumstances surrounding us are different.





Do not think that homelessness or hunger or sickness or poverty is any easier for others to bear than it would be for you. It is not. 





This is why I tell you today that our Rotary service is more important than you can possibly imagine.





RI President's Closing Remarks @ IA13 





Good evening! 





It has been a wonderful week. I have enjoyed very much seeing a new class of district governors prepare for their year in office. 





Every class of Rotary officers is a link in a chain that stretches back to the beginnings of RI. Here in San Diego, I have seen a new link forged. I have seen that it is strong, and I am confident that 2013-14 will be a wonderful year of great Rotary service. 





This week, we have learned about our theme for next year: Engage Rotary, Change Lives. Each one of us here understands that theme. We have all made the choice to engage Rotary. We understand how our service can change lives. 





This is something I also understood when I became president of Rotary International. I knew that Rotary service could change lives. But at that time, I had not seen it for myself. Rotary service was an idea I believed in very deeply. But it was not a reality I had seen and experienced. 





In this Rotary year, all of that has changed. For the first time, I traveled through Africa and many other parts of the developing world. For the first time, I saw extreme poverty, and what it means to live with it. I saw children who are hungry every day. I saw so many people who have no water to drink, nowhere to live, no medicine when they are sick. 





Of course, I knew that such poverty existed. But there is a difference between knowing something because you have heard it and seeing it for yourself. When you walk through a slum, when you see children without parents, little children who are eating garbage, it changes everything.





The need is not abstract. It is urgent, and it is real. It makes you want to do everything you can to help these people who are suffering. To walk away feels less than human.








RI President's Closing Remarks @ IA13 (continued)





If we take the time and the care to do what is needed, not what is easy for us. 





If we have the wisdom and the perspective to understand how important our work is. 





If we have the vision to support our Rotary Foundation — so that it can be there to support the people who need us most. 





When we serve through Rotary, we share the best part of ourselves. We build connections to other people, who may seem so different from us. And by doing this, we create a world of greater peace. 





There are so many ways to build Peace Through Service. This year, I have seen how Rotary service brings us all closer together. It allows us to reach out to those in need and to work together for common goals. It allows us to help meet the great needs of people we may never meet. And it gives each of us the happiness that comes from helping someone when they need it most. 





My friends, I wish you the best in this Rotary year of Peace Through Service. And I wish you all the success possible as district governors as you Engage Rotary, Change Lives. 





Thank you





Source : Rotary International
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