
 

Rotary Club of Brisbane BULLETIN 22nd April 2024     PAGE   1 

BULLETIN 22nd APRIL 2024    

OPENING: PE Angela Murphy (left) opened the meeting at 12.45 pm with 14 in 
attendance, including 3 guests (right): guest speakers Sasha Lewis-Driver and Bec 
Murrell (Vision Australia Regional Service Managers), and Paula Jones. 

APOLOGIES:  Bruce McNaught, Chris Muir, Celia Grenning, Ed van Goethem, Brian 
Kenny, Rick Tamaschke, James Dellahunty, Juan Laporta. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT of COUNTRY  We acknowledge the 
Jagera and Turrbal people as the Traditional Custodians 
of Meanjin (Brisbane), the lands on which we meet. We 
pay our respects to elders past, present and emerging. 

TOAST to King Charles III and the People of Australia. 
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WHAT’S INSIDE 

Our Patron for Rotary Qld’s 

Centenary Project for the UQ 

Queensland Brain Institute is 

Prof Graeme Nimmo RFD. 
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ROTARY INTERNATIONAL TOAST ROTARY CLUB OF MIAOLI FU DE , TAIWAN, RI DISTRICT 
3501 by Peterson Wei 

Rotary International 
3501 Regional Annual 
Conference.   

Gather Strength To 
Dedicate Love And 
Hope. 

Christmas Eve 2023 
FIRESIDE CLUB  

Eat and drink togeth-
er at the strawberry 
garden. 

A whole table of sea 
and land food. 

A big lineup - adults 
and kids are on the 
move. 

The cold snap doesn’t 
dampen anyone's 
enthusiasm. 
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 ROTARY INTERNATIONAL TOAST 

Rotary International 3501 7th Annual 
Meeting. 

Regional Annual Conference  7th April 
2024. 

Gather Strength To Dedicate Love And 
Hope. 

Miaoli Sub-District Tree Planting Activities—9th 

April 2024 -  In Rotary’s Environment Month. 

Hsinchu Fifth District 2nd April 2024. 

Enjoy Square Blood Donation Public Welfare Activities. 
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 ROTARY INTERNATIONAL TOAST 

The Rotary Club and the Big City Department 
Store join hands and work together to do public 
welfare enthusiastically. 

扶輪、巨城攜手 為血庫血荒募1365袋熱血 (youtube.com) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wBzYqXVO3Tk&t=47s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wBzYqXVO3Tk&t=47s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wBzYqXVO3Tk&t=47s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wBzYqXVO3Tk&t=47s
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 ROTARY INTERNATIONAL TOAST 
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ROTARY INFORMATION SPOT Rotary Australia World Community Service (RAWCS) 
by John Smerdon 

Rotary has been active in Australian communities for more than 100 years.  RAWCS understands the need 
to be there for the long haul.  By working in partnership with governments, the public and other agencies, 
RAWCS is constantly developing response strategies to enable the network of Rotary clubs to better serve 
the communities they live in. 

THE HORRIBLE RAWCS ACRONYMS: 

RABS ROTARY AUSTRALIA BENEVOLENT SOCIETY 

RAM ROTARIANS AGAINST MALARIA 

RARF ROTARY AUSTRALIA RELIEF FUND 

RARE ROTARY AUSTRALIA REPURPOSING EQUIPMENT 

Our passion is to help disadvantaged communities and 
individuals through humanitarian aid projects. 

We Back Doing Good 

RAM 

We’re Rotarians Against Malaria Australia. We’re volun-
teers who are passionate about eliminating malaria in 
our partner countries.  

RAM is an Australian registered charity, and we’re part 
of RAWCS. 

RARF 

ROTARY AUSTRALIA RELIEF FUND 

DISASTER APPEALS - Drought, Flood, Fire. 

RABS  

Rotary Australia Benevolent Society 

Last year supported 104 compassionate grants to 
Australians in need. 

RARE    

ROTARY AUSTRALIA REPURPOSING EQUIPMENT 

Previously Donations in Kind and commenced by 
Rotary Club of Brisbane and James Delahunty. 

https://rawcs.org.au/en/
https://rotary9780.org/stories/rabs/
https://ram.rawcs.com.au/
https://rawcs.org.au/en/rarf
https://rotaryaustraliarepurposing.equipment/
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PRESIDENT 
Phil Saxby 

Queensland Brain Institute  

Rotary Presentation Events 
 

Wednesday 8 May 6pm – 7.30pm 

RVSP for Rotary - QBI presentation Wed 8 May 6pm to 7.30pm 

 

Saturday 15 June 2pm – 3.30pm 

RSVP for Rotary - QBI presentation Sat 15 June 2pm to 3.30pm 

 

Parking at UQ is always at a premium.  Please consider public 
transport or car pooling options. 

The Queensland Brain Institute is located at Uplands Road Past Un-
ion College. 

Induction of Winnie Chen. 

Winnie Chen came from Taiwan, has 
studied in the USA and is now a perma-
nent resident of Australia.  Winnie has 
lived in Australia for  the past 12 years. 

 

Winnie Chen receiving her Rotary membership certifi-
cate from President Phil Saxby. 

Even before Winnie became a member, she was help-
ing at RARE workdays. 

https://my.rotary.org/en/learning-reference/learn-role/new-member 

https://vimeo.com/342831924 

https://app4.vision6.com.au/em/forms/subscribe.php?db=834410&s=679323&a=62112&k=axC3CRhCP4ceZnETGbT6Rti_TGswHwG_GtYdCyYrg3c
https://app4.vision6.com.au/em/forms/subscribe.php?db=834410&s=679323&a=62112&k=axC3CRhCP4ceZnETGbT6Rti_TGswHwG_GtYdCyYrg3c
https://app4.vision6.com.au/em/forms/subscribe.php?db=834423&s=679363&a=62112&k=tqTNhfqZxMOpaBlH7HvTO5LDUH92iVX-085_hDW_mYE
https://app4.vision6.com.au/em/forms/subscribe.php?db=834423&s=679363&a=62112&k=tqTNhfqZxMOpaBlH7HvTO5LDUH92iVX-085_hDW_mYE
https://my.rotary.org/en/learning-reference/learn-role/new-member
https://vimeo.com/342831924


 

Rotary Club of Brisbane BULLETIN 22nd April 2024     PAGE   8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

SPOT THE MEMBER 
ENTER YOUR OWN PHOTOGRAPH TO HIGHLIGHT MEMBER ROTARY ACTIVITIES 

ALSO ACCEPTING PHOTOGRAPHIC MEETING APOLOGIES FROM ANY ABSENT MEMBERS 

 

There are many Rotary Fellowships for building net-
works—golf, beer, railways, to name a few. 
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MEMBER SPOTS 

Bruce McNaught reported that the Polio Plus evening was a success with over 50 people attending.  Bruce expressed 
his thanks to all the members of the RCoB that attended. 

 

GUEST SPEAKERS — Sasha Lewis-Driver and Bec Murrell—  
Regional Client Service Managers Vision Australia 

Vision is a Spectrum 

At Vision Australia, we use low vision to describe someone with some remaining vision but may 
need to be twice as close to an object as someone with normal vision in order to see it. 

Blindness is when someone has little, or no sight, and needs to rely on their other senses like 
touch and hearing to understand and get around.  

Although it is actually very rare for someone to experience no sight at all, 500,000 Australians currently have impaired vision 
and this number is expected to grow.  The Client Services arm of Vision Australia provides assistance to infants through to 
seniors.  65% of their clients are 65 years or older. 

Common Eye Conditions in Australians over 40: 

Age-related macular degeneration 
It's the leading cause of vision loss in Australians over 50. 
 
Cataracts 
One of the most common eye 
conditions impacting older 
people.  
 
Albinism 
A genetic condition that 
affects the body’s ability to 

produce melanin. Albinism comes in two forms: oculocutaneous and ocular. Oculocutaneous albinism affects both skin and 
eyes, giving people fair skin, white or red hair and pale eyes. Ocular albinism affects the eyes only. Both forms of albinism 
can cause low vision. 
 
Diabetic retinopathy 
A complication of diabetes that can cause damage to blood vessels in the retina at the back of your eyes. This can cause 
bleeding and swelling, leading to partial or even complete loss of vision.  

 
Glaucoma 
A family of eye diseases that damage the optic nerve. It leads to the gradual loss of 
sight, beginning with peripheral vision. There is often no pain or discomfort associated 
with vision loss from glaucoma.  
 
Nystagmus 
Rapid, involuntary eye movements that cause the eyes to flicker. The flickering of the 
eyes can be in any direction, and can be large, small, fast or slow. Abnormal function 
in areas of the brain that control eye movement causes nystagmus. 

 
Retinitis pigmentosa 
A complex hereditary eye condition with many variable outcomes. This condition causes cells in the light sensitive retina to 
degenerate. A variety of symptoms usually develop between the ages of 10 and 30. 
 
Stroke 
A stroke happens when the supply of blood to your brain is disrupted, meaning it doesn’t get the oxygen and nutrients it 
depends on. In some cases, blood vessels spontaneously burst, causing a hemorrhage or bleeding on the brain. In addition 
to the key physical issues associated with a stroke, one third of stroke victims have some form of vision loss. 

https://www.visionaustralia.org/services/eye-conditions/age-related-macular-degeneration
https://www.visionaustralia.org/services/eye-conditions/cataracts
https://www.visionaustralia.org/services/eye-conditions/albinism
https://www.visionaustralia.org/services/eye-conditions/diabetic-retinopathy
https://www.visionaustralia.org/services/eye-conditions/glaucoma
https://www.visionaustralia.org/services/eye-conditions/nystagmus
https://www.visionaustralia.org/services/eye-conditions/retinitis-pigmentosa
https://www.visionaustralia.org/services/eye-conditions/stroke
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GUEST SPEAKERS— Sasha Lewis-Driver and Bec Murrell—  
Regional Client Service Managers Vision Australia 

Bec Murrell (left) and Sasha Lewis-Driver (right) showed the meeting some 
of the devices available for the vision impaired during what was an excel-
lent presentation.. 

Above:  Tactile dots and paint used 

for aiding in location through touch. 

Right:  Spectacles used for simulating 

various vision impairment conditions.  

These are usually used at sit down 

lunch or dinner events.  From the top, 

Macular Degeneration, Diabetic Reti-

nopathy, Cataracts, Retinitis Pigmen-

tosa, and Glaucoma. 

Below: An audible clock which  ‘talks 

the time’ when the large button is 

pushed. 



 

Rotary Club of Brisbane BULLETIN 22nd April 2024     PAGE   11 

  

GUEST SPEAKERS— Sasha Lewis-Driver and Bec Murrell—  
Regional Client Service Managers Vision Australia 

Left:  Magnifier. 

Right:  Remote control with 
large lettering. 

Below Right:  Keyboard with 
large letters. 

Above Left:  Device which emits an audible alarm when 
filling a cup.  This prevents burns when pouring hot liq-
uids and minimises the chance of overfilling  which can 
lead to wet floors and falls. 

Left:  Phone with large letters. 

Right:  Wrist watch with large numbers. 

Technology has resulted in major improvements over the last 10 years.  A device is now available which clips to a person’s 
spectacles and will read to them.  These devices are also being developed with facial recognition technology.  Google is now 
being used to turn lights on and perform other tasks. 

Vision Australia operates a wood working facility for 
the vision impaired.  This has enabled blind persons to 
make furniture. 
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GUEST SPEAKERS— Sasha Lewis-Driver and Bec Murrell—  
Regional Client Service Managers Vision Australia 
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Rotary Club of Brisbane BULLETIN 22nd April 2024     PAGE   15 

  

GUEST SPEAKERS— Sasha Lewis-Driver and Bec Murrell—  
Regional Client Service Managers Vision Australia 

Bec Murrell and Sasha Lewis-Driver being presented with a cheque for $5,000 by President Phil Saxby (above) and Denise 
Schellbach (bottom). 
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APRIL Mon 29 12.15 pm Meeting at Fridays 

MAY Mon 6  No Meeting—Labour Day 

 Mon 13 11.30 am QBI Meeting at Fridays 

 Mon 13 12.15 pm Meeting at Fridays 

 Mon 20 12.15 pm Meeting at Fridays 

 Mon 27 11.30 am BOARD MEETING at Fridays 

 Mon 27 12.15 pm Meeting at Fridays 

JUNE Mon 3 12.15 pm Meeting at Fridays 

 Mon 10 11.30 am QBI Meeting at Fridays 

 Mon 10 12.15 pm Meeting at Fridays 

 Mon 17 12.15 pm Meeting at Fridays 

 Mon 24 11.30 am BOARD MEETING at Fridays 

 Mon 24 12.15 pm Meeting at Fridays 

JULY Mon 1 12.15 pm Changeover Meeting at Fridays 

MEETING DATES 

DATE  
PRESIDENTIAL 

DUTY 
CHAIR 

INTERNATIONAL 

TOAST 
ROTARY INFO SPOT 

APRIL Mon 29 PHIL SAXBY CAM GIBSON MARK WILLIAMS DENISE SCHELLBACH 

MAY Mon 6 LABOUR DAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY   

 Mon 13 MICHAEL STEPHENS MICHAEL STEPHENS BRUCE McNAUGHT CELIA GRENNING 

 Mon 20 PHIL SAXBY ED van GOETHEM ANGELA MURPHY PAUL CHOY 

 Mon 27 PHIL SAXBY CHRIS MUIR MARK WILLIAMS MILES MURPHY 

JUNE Mon 7 PHIL SAXBY PETERSON WEI DYMPHNA MUIR KEITH WATTS 

 Mon 10 PHIL SAXBY    

MEETING ROSTER 
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 RC TAIPEI TATUNG 

40th Anniversary 

19th APRIL 

RI CONVENTION 

SINGAPORE 

25-29 MAY 

CALENDAR DATES 

GUEST SPEAKERS 

APRIL Mon 29 Michael Klatt of Mullins and Mullins Wills and Estates 

MAY Mon 13 Zach Woodward Eddie’s Van 

 Mon 20 Ron Baker OAM Brisbane River (Part 2) 

 Mon 27 Greg Elphinstone Hear & Say 

JUNE Mon 3 Rotarian—Councillor Vicki Howard    TBC BCC Central Ward 

 Mon 10 Michael Anthonisz Senior Economist for Treasury Department 

 Mon 17 Associate Professor Miguel Renteria QIMR Berghofer—on suicide 

 Mon 24 Warwick Willmott Senior Geologist, Author, Qld Museum 

CONTAINERS FOR CHANGE:  LOG IN and DELIVER YOUR EMPTIES TOWARDS FUNDING OUR CLUB ACTIVITIES 

https://member.containersforchange.com.au/team-member/add/qld?team_link=qld/the-rotary-club-of-brisbane-inc-6420eda5a5afb 

CONTAINERS FOR CHANGE 

RAFFLE & SERGEANT 

JOKER RAFFLE  The raffle was drawn by Paul Choy and won by 

guest, Paula Jones.   Unfortunately, the joker was not drawn 

and Paula ultimately lost.  

 

SERGEANT   Michael Stephens gave his apologies for today.  There 

were no fines issued—very boring!!!! 

 

MEETING CLOSED    Angela Murphy closed the meeting at 1.45 pm. 

NATIONAL ANTHEM 

MAY Wed 8 6.00 pm Rotary QBI Presentation at UQ Cnr Upland Rd & Research Rd.  RSVP 

 Fri 17 6.30 pm Waters Edge—Portside   Reservations Level 2, 39 Hercules St, Portside Wharf, Hamilton. 

 Sat 25  Rotary International Convention Singapore  (25-29 May)  Registration 

JUNE Sat 15 2.00 pm Rotary QBI Presentation at UQ Cnr Upland Rd & Research Rd.   RSVP 

JULY Mon 1 12.15 pm Changeover Meeting Fridays 

https://member.containersforchange.com.au/team-member/add/qld?team_link=qld/the-rotary-club-of-brisbane-inc-6420eda5a5afb
https://app4.vision6.com.au/em/forms/subscribe.php?db=834410&s=679323&a=62112&k=axC3CRhCP4ceZnETGbT6Rti_TGswHwG_GtYdCyYrg3c
https://app4.vision6.com.au/em/message/email/view.php?id=1467030&a=62112&k=mmfZlikhEnzDmVsehHCW2gr0sZ7E1omXp46BHj9uU8k
https://convention.rotary.org/en-us/
https://app4.vision6.com.au/em/forms/subscribe.php?db=834423&s=679363&a=62112&k=tqTNhfqZxMOpaBlH7HvTO5LDUH92iVX-085_hDW_mYE

