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The last meeting for 2019 was a BBQ break-
fast at the North Balwyn Cricket Club, Macleay 

Park. 

Have a Merry Christmas and a Prosperous 
New Year.  

 

AG Eastside   

Barry  

Hickman 

Club Diary  
Sunday January 13th – Brunch at Warrandyte  

February  15-17 2019 Multi-Districts Conference 

February 22    Annual Charity Golf Day   

Australian Grand Prix 11—17 March  2019 

Camp Getaway Working Bee 11—13 October 2019 

Fellowship Weekend  15—17  November   2019 

Read about Rotary in your area in The Progress Leader  

http://leader.smedia.com .au/progress/   

APOLOGIES FOR CLUB MEETINGS  

Sign the “apology sheet” at the front desk 

at the prior meeting if you know in ad-

vance.   Or E-mail to Hugo Goetze at 

hugogoetze@netspace.net.au  

or 9857 6701  

Please apologise no later than  5pm 

 on Tuesday. 

Thanks everyone for the overwhelming collection for Boroondara Out-
reach Network. 

With the reorganisation of Social Services, Servants Housing is now 
associated with Boroondara Outreach. 

Deacon Natalie Dixon sought toiletries and single serve ring pull cans 
of foods to make up the usual Christmas bags/hampers, which is dou-
ble the numbers of past years to around 400 bags. 

This year we combined the generosity of RCNB, North Balwyn Unit-
ing Church and Days-for-Girls for this collection and the response far 
exceeded expectations.  

We also received cash donations of over $500 which will be used by 
Natalie to purchase any short fall of supplies so all the bags were ad-
equately filled. 

Natalie Dixon was overwhelmed with our combined response and 
sends her Heartfelt Thanks and Best Wishes for This Festive Season. 

Diane & Hugo Goetze. 

http://rotarydistrict9800.com.au/news/12114/peter-frueh-rotary-club-of-balwyn-elected-as-district-governor-2017-18/?no_follow=1
http://rotarydistrict9800.com.au/news/12114/peter-frueh-rotary-club-of-balwyn-elected-as-district-governor-2017-18/?no_follow=1
http://rotarydistrict9800.com.au/news/12114/peter-frueh-rotary-club-of-balwyn-elected-as-district-governor-2017-18/?no_follow=1
https://www.rotary.org/en/ian-riseley-selected-2017-18-rotary-president
https://www.rotary.org/en/ian-riseley-selected-2017-18-rotary-president
http://leader.smedia.com.au/progress/
mailto:hugogoetze@netspace.net.au
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Drought Relief Fund – St Arnaud 

Mid December, a number of our DRF Committee members ventured to St Arnaud, 240km north-west of Mel-
bourne. President Nino, Immediate Past President Rob H, President Nominee Greg C and youngster Geoff K. As 

a promising sign of support, two Balwyn RC members also joined the team – Peter O’Brien and Chris Finley.  

The St Arnaud Town Hall meeting has already been reported upon however since the meeting processes and 
commitments have been made with a range of selected retailers, the Rural Financial Councillors et al. Printing is 

commencing within the days post-Christmas and our coffers are now at $50k. 

Late this week The Men’s Shed kindly donated a range of hand-crafted toys and other goods. Thanks to Larry and 

Bernie’s efforts, these toys and other items are being distributed by the Salvation Army just in time for Santa.  

December rainfall in St Arnaud has seen some properties receiving the same volume of rain in 2 days to that 
which they received in the previous 12 months. Note the dry dam on 
the right with sheep searching for moisture. This property of dust only 
10 days ago, received rainfall of 170mm last weekend – in the last 12 
months they had received 160mm compared to a historical average of 
502mms. Sheep were seen floating away – drowned. Meanwhile farm-

ers Colin Coates and Greg Fithall tried vainly to save their crops. 

“A land of droughts and flooding rains..”  

We look forward to a very productive year ahead in 2019 to both finan-
cially support our Wimmera region farmers and their community, as well as to work together on special events that 

bring a little relaxation time, a few smiles, during this sustained tough period.  

“Wellbeing not Welfare for Aussie Farmers”. 

Geoff Kneale. 

DRF Committee.  
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MEETING ROSTERS   

BBQ  

Host     Geoff Kneale 

Speaker   Dr John Boffa,  

 

Thursday    17 January 

Greeters:   Duncan Ansell, Barry Cummings 

Set Up:       David de Garis, Peter Downton 

Desk:      Larry Fitzpatrick, Chris Flavelle-Smith 

Thursday    24 January 

Greeters:   Sam Hardikar, Tony Hart 

Set Up:       Rob Head Adam Hillary 

Desk:      John McBride, Estelle Kelly 

Speaker:- Ms Kathy Kaplan, OAM 

Host:-    Bev Sofra 

Topic:-    Impact and Bags of Love 

Thursday    31 January 

Greeters:   John McBride, Rowan McClean 

Set Up:       Sue McDonald, John Magor 

Desk:      Maurie Walters, Philip Wade 

Speaker:- Dr Peter Brukner 

Host:-    Geoff Steinicke 

Topic:-      Sugar by Halves 

Club Meeting summary for December and January is as follows: 
 Thursday Dec 27 –  No meeting. 

 Thursday Jan 3
   
 –   No meeting. 

 Thursday Jan 10
 
 –  No meeting. 

 Sunday Jan 13
    

 –   Fellowship brunch at Warran Glen café, Warrandyte. 

 Thursday Jan 17
  
 –  First regular meeting for the year at KGC – BBQ. 

         Guest Speaker:       Dr John Boffa, Chief Medical Officer of the Northern Territory. 

 Thursday Jan 24
 
 –  Regular meeting at KGC.    Australia Day meeting.  

         Guest Speaker    Ms Kathy Kaplan, OAM 

 Thursday Jan 31 –   Regular meeting at KGC. 

         Guest Speaker:       Dr Peter Brukner – co-Founder of Sugar By Halves. 

Dr Boffa is the Chief Medical Officer of the Northern Territory.  

Dedicating his career to Aboriginal health, John has played an active and inspirational role in chang-

ing attitudes toward alcohol in the NT through supply reduction, early learning and mental health pro-

grams.   In 2012 John was Runner-Up to the Australian of The Year. 

In 2011, Kathy was awarded an Order of Australia Medal for her work in the area 
of domestic violence. In 2015, Kathy was honoured with the prestigious Ron Cas-
tan Humanitarian Award for lifetime achievement.  

Founded in 2006, Impact has been providing “Bags of Love” to women and fami-
lies feeling extreme domestic violence. 

As co-Founder of Sugar by Halves, Dr Peter Brukner is determined to halt the alarming deterio-
ration of this country’s health.  

Two-thirds of adults and 50% of children are obese, 2 million of us suffer from Diabetes and over 
50% of children suffer tooth decay.  

All reversible, Dr Peter is delivering the program to reduce our sugar intake by half – otherwise, 
the current generation will be the first generation in history to die before their parents. 

Thursday    7 February 

Greeters:   Bob Bott, Joe Butler 

Set Up:       Ian Adams, Findley Cornell 

Desk:      Eileen Toohill, Garth Symington 

Speaker:- Professor Justin Mariani – Cardiologist 

Host:-    Geoff Steinicke 

Topic:-      Heart Failure 

http://www.standup.org.au/ron-castan-awards
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CAMBERWELL SUNDAY MARKET UPDATE 

Firstly, a big thankyou to all the volunteers that attended the CSM in our first quarter.  Now I am 
looking for volunteers to fulfill our obligations for the second quarter to the end of March. 

Please let Geoff Steinicke know before the end of December if you can put your name down on 
one of the vacant spots.  0418175130 gwsteinicke@bigpond.com 

mailto:gwsteinicke@bigpond.com
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5 Rooms  
already  

booked!! 
Get in quick 

and book your  
preferred 

room!! 
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ROTARY CLUB OF NORTH BALWYN 2018/19 

President: Nino Sofra     president@rotarynorthbalwyn.com.au  

Vice President: Adrian Ranson   vicepresident@rotarynorthbalwyn.com.au  

Secretary: Gavan Schwartz     secretary@rotarynorthbalwyn.com.au  

Treasurer: Adam Hillary   treasurer@rotarynorthbalwyn.com.au   

Grapevine: John McBride   jdmcb48@bigpond.net.au   Noon Sat Weekly Deadline for submissions. 

ROTARY INFORMATION  

Rotary International Website:-  https://www.rotary.org/ 

   Facebook:- https://www.facebook.com  

   Twitter:-    https://twitter.com/Rotary 

Rotary Australia  Website:-  rotaryaustralia.org.au 

   Facebook:-  https://www.facebook.com/RotaryAroundAustralia/  

   Facebook RDU:-  https://www.facebook.com/rotarydownunder/ 

   Twitter:-   https://twitter.com/rotaryaustralia 

District 9800  Website;-  https://www.rotarydistrict9800.org.au/ 

   Facebook;- https://www.facebook.com/rotarydistrict9800/ 

   Twitter:-  https://twitter.com/rotaryd9800?lang=en   

   Networker:- rotarydistrict9800.org.au/content/54/networker  

Rotary Club of North Balwyn Website;- www.rotarynorthbalwyn.com.au 

North Balwyn Men’s Shed     Website:- www.northbalwynmensshed.com 

Find a Rotary Club:-           https://my.rotary.org/en/search/club-finder 

North Balwyn Probus:   Michael Martin  http://balwynnorthprobus.org.au 

North Balwyn Heights Probus:  Sue Mullarvey  yarramul@tpg.com.au      98574305    0400821402 

Greythorn Probus:     greythornprobus.org.au  98594941. 

Boroondara Ladies Probus:   Janet Eddy          jveddey@applewood.net.au 

We thank Bread Street Bakery 

for their ongoing support of our 

BBQ Fundraising activity through 

their generous provision of 

bread supplies.  

Thank you  

Helloworld North Bal-

wyn for your ongoing 

support of our Event 

Days and assistance 

with our  

Mongolia travel ar-

rangements.  

Bendigo Bank is a strong 

supporter of Nth Balwyn 

Rotary through its help 

with our Community  

Projects and Fund  

Raising. 
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