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MEETING  REPORT  

“Never Give Up” –  Speaker Graeme Alford. 

Our Host for the evening, Ian Mollison, superbly intro-
duced our speaker’s incredibly conflicting background. 
Called “The Comeback King” in his episode of the ABC’s 
“Australian Story”, Graeme Alford’s story begins as a 
scholarship awarded Trinity Grammar student. Partying 
yet passing his way through Law at Melbourne University, 
Graeme attributes his love for alcohol that stole what 
should have continued to be a highly successful and re-
warding law career and life in the eastern 
‘burbs. 

Disbarred in 1978, Graeme’s life spiralled out of 
control to the point of arrest for armed robbery in 
1982. This was to be Graeme’s third term in jail 
at which point, Graeme finally started his self-
reflection.  

“How did my life come to this?” Am I going to 
give up or get up?” 

Writing his personal Balance Sheet, Graeme 
commenced his turning point by taking stock. His unbalanced Balance Sheet in-
cluded liabilities such as destroyed marriage, failure as a father, 10 years jail, 8 
stone overweight, etc., etc., etc. And Graeme’s assets? ‘I am alive and my Mum 
still loves me”. 

Realizing he knew the price of everything yet the value of nothing, Graeme com-
menced his great comeback. “If you are prepared to face the music, one day you 
might lead the band” … and that he did. Fearing rejection and therefore not accept-
ing “no” for an answer, Graeme started his highly successful International Speaker 
programs. Nelson Mandela, General ‘Stormin’ Norman Schwarzkoph, Lee Iacocca 
and Michail Gorbachev were all intrigued enough by Graeme to support him by 
travelling to Australia as his Key Note Speakers.  

Graeme’s life has seen u-turns before but now, clearly, Graeme is driven to appre-
ciate that his happiness is wanting what he now has.  

Graeme’s message is never give up, it is never too late, that we cannot have a 
new start in life but right now we can start to make a new ending.  

Geoff Kneale 

AG Eastside   

Barry  

Hickman 

Club Diary  
Club Changeover  Greenacres 28 June 

Miniatures Glen Waverley 13—14 July 

Camp Getaway Working Bee 11—13 October 2019 

Fellowship Weekend  15—17  November   2019 

Read about Rotary in your area in The Progress Leader  

http://leader.smedia.com .au/progress/   

APOLOGIES FOR CLUB MEETINGS  

Sign the “apology sheet” at the front desk 

at the prior meeting if you know in ad-

vance.   Or E-mail to Hugo Goetze at 

hugogoetze@netspace.net.au  

or 9857 6701 

Please apologise no later than  5pm 

 on Monday. 

http://rotarydistrict9800.com.au/news/12114/peter-frueh-rotary-club-of-balwyn-elected-as-district-governor-2017-18/?no_follow=1
http://rotarydistrict9800.com.au/news/12114/peter-frueh-rotary-club-of-balwyn-elected-as-district-governor-2017-18/?no_follow=1
http://rotarydistrict9800.com.au/news/12114/peter-frueh-rotary-club-of-balwyn-elected-as-district-governor-2017-18/?no_follow=1
https://www.rotary.org/en/ian-riseley-selected-2017-18-rotary-president
https://www.rotary.org/en/ian-riseley-selected-2017-18-rotary-president
http://leader.smedia.com.au/progress/
mailto:hugogoetze@netspace.net.au
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The Mens Shed Support for Servants Community Housing 

Servants Community Housing, which provides safe and low cost 

housing for people in need in Boroondara, has been looking at 

an innovative way to present information at public festivals and 

similar events and the Men’s Shed, through the good work of 

David Hattam, has provided a solution. 

David has designed and built a stylised model rooming house 

with a series of small doors which can be opened by members 

of the public to reveal handout information and details about 

Servants and its work.  

The model will be taken to various public events and used to 

highlight the important role of Servants and to seek support for 

its efforts. 

The project has developed from an idea put forward by the CEO at Servants, Amanda Donohoe which 

she discussed with Tony Wells at RC North Balwyn who then approached the Men’s Shed and was put 

in touch with David Hattam. 

David met with Amanda and on the spot prepared draft drawings which he later refined. 

The result is the model which has been beautifully crafted and which will shortly be passed to Ser-

vants and put to good use. 

This is a great example of the Mens Shed’s positive contribution to worthwhile projects in our local 

community; due largely on this occasion to the excellent work of David Hattam. 

Tony Wells 
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MEETING ROSTERS   

Birthdays and Anniversaries between  May 27  to  June 2 

Weddings:    Tony and Carolyn Hart, Anthony and Barbara Stokes 

Birthdays:     Jim Romanis, Lyn Schwartz 

Inductions:    George Swanston 

Thursday     30 May 

Greeters:    Jim Studebaker, Peter Sutherland  

Set Up:        Anthony Stokes, Maurie Walters 

Desk:       Neil Marshall, Ian Mollison 

Speaker:-  Dr Jan Manent PhD 

Host:-     Findley Cornell 

Topic:-       Australians Leading The World in  

                  Cancer Research  

Dr. Jan Manent is a Research Fellow at the Australian Regenerative Medicine Institute. Having 
graduated from the Pierre and Marie Curie University in Paris with a PhD in Human Genetics, Dr 
Jan has worked at the Harvard Medical School in Boston and then at the Peter MacCallum can-
cer centre in Melbourne on various cancer dispositions.  

Now leading the world in cancer research, Dr Jan will present on cancer research findings cover-
ing stemcell, organ growth and limb growth.   

Thursday     6 June 

Greeters:    Brian Thomas, Eileen Toohill  

Set Up:        Adrian Ranson, Greg Ross 

Desk:       Bill Oakley, Estelle Kelly 

Speaker:   Dr Laura Hart  

Host:-     Greg Ross 

Topic:-       Teen Mental Health First Aid – How                    

Australian Rotary Health has helped launch an im-

portant international program for adoles-

cents’                  

Thursday     13 June 

Greeters:    Philip Wade, Tony Wells  

Set Up:        Beatrice Ko, Phil Francis 

Desk:       Adrian Ranson, Ian Richardson  

Speaker:   Tony Alsop—Acorn Nursery 

Host:-      Imre Lele 

Topic:-        Gardening in Winter 

Thursday     20 June 

Greeters:    Ted Wilkins, Tak Yakawa  

Set Up:        Garth Symington, George Swanston 

Desk:       Brian Thomas, Sue McDonald 

Speaker:    Sergeant Mark Boysen –  

Host:-      Geoff Kneale 

Topic:-        Victoria Police Dog Squad  

CHANGE OVER NIGHT 

Friday   June 28   Greenacres Golf Club   6:00 for 6:30 pm 

Say farewell to Nino!  Hello Peter! 

Friday          28 June 

Greeters:    Janie Pirret, Don Taylor  

Set Up:        Jim Studebaker, Jane Pennington 

Desk:       David de Garis, Ted Wilkins 

Host:-      President Nino Sofra 

 

School Reading Activities. 

Tuesday 07/05/19:  Attendees: Estelle Kelly, Cath Stahel, Bill Oakley, Janie Pirret, Amelinda Wade, Philip Wade. 

Tuesday 14/05/19:  Attendees: Estelle Kelly, Cath Stahel, Bill Oakley, Janie Pirret, Amelinda Wade, Philip Wade. 

Tuesday 21/05/19:  Attendees: Estelle Kelly, Cath Stahel, Nino Sofra, Janie Pirret, Amelinda Wade, Philip Wade. 
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ELECTION DAY BBQ 

Last week, our Club joined forces with the Rotary Club of Balwyn to run a Democracy Sausage BBQ 

outside the Genazzano College on Election Day.  

Thanks to the great organizational efforts of Ian Davidson and President Di Gillies of the Balwyn Ro-

tary Club, the BBQ proved to be a great success.  

The fellowship was  wonderful  with North Balwyn Rotary Members all expressing pleasure at working 

with that  "lovely bunch from Balwyn Rotary".  

Financially it was a great result and we are looking forward to making this an annual event. (no not 

really).  

Thank you Balwyn for this wonderful opportunity. 
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Mongolian Exchange Update. 
RCNB members met with students and parents on Sunday April 14th. It was a productive time with much discussion 

and formulating of travel plans.  

While discussing fund raising one of the students, Emily Melnyk, suggested a fund raising dinner at an Asian cuisine 
restaurant. Emily has followed through with this and organised a dinner for Wednesday 29 th May at the Eastern Bell 

restaurant.  

Estelle Kelly 



 

8 

T H E  G R A P E V I N E                 T H U R S D A Y  2 3  M A Y  2 0 1 9   



 

9 

T H E  G R A P E V I N E                 T H U R S D A Y  2 3  M A Y  2 0 1 9   



 

10 

T H E  G R A P E V I N E                 T H U R S D A Y  2 3  M A Y  2 0 1 9   



 

11 

T H E  G R A P E V I N E                 T H U R S D A Y  2 3  M A Y  2 0 1 9   



 

12 

T H E  G R A P E V I N E                 T H U R S D A Y  2 3  M A Y  2 0 1 9   



 

13 

T H E  G R A P E V I N E                 T H U R S D A Y  2 3  M A Y  2 0 1 9   



 

14 

T H E  G R A P E V I N E                 T H U R S D A Y  2 3  M A Y  2 0 1 9   

ROTARY CLUB OF NORTH BALWYN 2018/19 

President: Nino Sofra     president@rotarynorthbalwyn.com.au  

Vice President: Adrian Ranson   vicepresident@rotarynorthbalwyn.com.au  

Secretary: Gavan Schwartz     secretary@rotarynorthbalwyn.com.au  

Treasurer: Adam Hillary   treasurer@rotarynorthbalwyn.com.au   

Grapevine: John McBride   jdmcb48@bigpond.net.au   Noon Sat Weekly Deadline for submissions. 

ROTARY INFORMATION  

Rotary International Website:-  https://www.rotary.org/ 

   Facebook:- https://www.facebook.com  

   Twitter:-    https://twitter.com/Rotary 

Rotary Australia  Website:-  rotaryaustralia.org.au 

   Facebook:-  https://www.facebook.com/RotaryAroundAustralia/  

   Facebook RDU:-  https://www.facebook.com/rotarydownunder/ 

   Twitter:-   https://twitter.com/rotaryaustralia 

District 9800  Website;-  https://www.rotarydistrict9800.org.au/ 

   Facebook;- https://www.facebook.com/rotarydistrict9800/ 

   Twitter:-  https://twitter.com/rotaryd9800?lang=en   

   Networker:- rotarydistrict9800.org.au/content/54/networker  

Rotary Club of North Balwyn Website;- www.rotarynorthbalwyn.com.au 

North Balwyn Men’s Shed     Website:- www.northbalwynmensshed.com 

Find a Rotary Club:-           https://my.rotary.org/en/search/club-finder 

North Balwyn Probus:   Michael Martin  http://balwynnorthprobus.org.au 

North Balwyn Heights Probus:  Sue Mullarvey  yarramul@tpg.com.au      98574305    0400821402 

Greythorn Probus:     greythornprobus.org.au  98594941. 

Boroondara Ladies Probus:   Janet Eddy          jveddey@applewood.net.au 

We thank Bread Street Bakery 

for their ongoing support of our 

BBQ Fundraising activity through 

their generous provision of 

bread supplies.  

Thank you  

Helloworld North Bal-

wyn for your ongoing 

support of our Event 

Days and assistance 

with our  

Mongolia travel ar-

rangements.  

Bendigo Bank is a strong 

supporter of Nth Balwyn 

Rotary through its help 

with our Community  

Projects and Fund  

Raising. 
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