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2025-2026 Presidentôs Changeover
1 July 2026
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IN THE 2025-2026 ROTARY 
YEAR, ROTARY 
INTERNATIONAL 
PRESIDENT FRANCESCO 
ARREZZO INVITED US TO: 

 òUNITE FOR GOODó
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2025-2026 LEADERSHIP TEAM

ÅRotary International President Francesco Arrezzo, Ragusa, Italy

ÅZone 8 Director, PDG Jennifer Scott, Central Blue Mountains

ÅDistrict Governor Peter Shepherd, Altona  

ÅCommunity Group Leader David Dippie, Keilor East

ÅPresident Melina Caccetta

ÅSecretary Lesley McCarthy

ÅTreasurer Peter Cribb

ÅBoard members Shraddha Sharma, Drew Sheehan, Jeff Weitzel, 
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MEETINGS

6

Fellowship

Guest speakers

We continued to hold our meetings fortnightly: Breakfast at Mama Bear on the 1st Wednesday and 

dinner at several different venues on the 3rd Wednesday.

We enjoyed guest speakers, met our youth candidates, experienced fellowship and club forums with 

decisions made by the group.

Learning

Members
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NEW MEMBERS:

7

We were delighted to welcome 3 new members this Rotary year:

Shirhan Abdulkadir  

Ilhan {Soraya} Mohamed

Jean Turnbull
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DISTRICT GOVERNORõS VISIT

ÅDistrict Governor Peter Shepheard and District Governor Elect Graeme Hope 

visited our club on 17 December 2025.

ÅPeter presented PP Lesley with the Rotary Foundation Presidential Citation.

ÅHe also assisted with the induction of our 3 new members.

8
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OP SHOP

ÅThe shop has operated this last 12 months led by Rotarians and a team of volunteers.  

ÅThe shop accepts Centrelink recipients and Work Experience students.

ÅMel tendered her resignation in December 2024.

10
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THANKING OUR VOLUNTEERS

ÅThe Op Shop is supported by an amazing team of volunteers.  Without them, we 
would not be as successful or be able to provide the friendly, caring service.

ÅWe recognised them with lunch and chocolates during National Volunteer Week.

ÅThis year we have added 3 new volunteers to the team.

11
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COMMUNITY SERVICE
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Members have participated in a number of projects during the year.  

These include:

Å community festivals and events

Å collecting and delivering picture story books and toys

Å BBQs and events with Moonee Valley Council

Å Djerring Hub celebrations which kept us grounded in the local community. 

Å BBQ at Bunnings

Å Partnering with FlemKen Bowling Club for the Good Friday appeal

Å Tree planting with MVCC on National Tree Day

Å 3 meal sessions with Food with Friends
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1,000 STORIES PROJECT

ÅMembers continued to support this project which collects picture storybooks for 
disadvantaged children. 

ÅThese are distributed through the Maternal  & Child Health centres at Wingate 
Avenue and Hopetoun, to Djerring Hub and local schools.

ÅThank you to Karolina for sourcing so many books.

ÅThanks to Fran, Chris and Karolina for their assistance in delivering books.
Our tally to date is in excess of 10,000 books over 5 years!   

                                                          Project leader: Lesley McCarthy

13
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DJERRING HUB: 
OUR COMMUNITY CENTRE 

14
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FOOD AND FRIENDS
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In November and December, a team of volunteers led by Melina delivered free meals to local residents 

at Djerring Hub.  Over the 3 nights, 600 meals were prepared and delivered {a mix of traditional, 

vegetarian, halal}.

Food was sourced through donations from the Life Church in West Melbourne, and was prepared,  

cooked and served by:

ÅWomen from the Horn of Africa communities

Å Rotarians from Flemington Kensington

Å Rotarians from Pascoe Vale, West Footscray and Williamstown

Å Community volunteers

Å MVCC staff

The launch was attended by Mayor Rose Iser, 

a number of MVCC staff as well as Djerring Hub staff.
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FOOD AND FRIENDS

16



Royal Blue
R23,G69,B143

Azure
R0,G93,B170

Sky Blue 
R1,G180,B231

Violet
R135,G33,B117

Orange
R255,G118,B0

Gold
R247,G168,B27

Cranberry
R217,G27, B92

Turquoise
R0,G153,B153

Rotary Leadership Colors

Secondary Colors

INTERNATIONAL WOMENôS DAY:
  MOONEE VALLEY COUNCIL

ÅWe were delighted to return to the Clocktower for this inspirational event.

ÅThe club sponsored 4 students and a teacher
from Mount Alexander College:

ÅRotarians in attendance were 
Nicole Marshall and Charlotte, 
Karolina Sevcikova, Chris Richardson, 
Beate McManus, Debra Ryan and 
Frances Stratford..
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MOONEE VALLEY FESTIVAL
18
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NATIONAL TREE DAY

20

This year we partnered with Moonee Valley Council at Afton Street Reserve, West Essendon.

Together with Rotary Footscray and Keilor East, Moonee Valley Sustainability and the Scouts, Guides and Cubs   

This planting was to restore, replenish and extend the habitat along the Maribyrnong.

David Dippie provided a fantastic visual display:   Footscray and Keilor East ran the BBQ and everyone planted. 

We introduced RYE Lenka and Malene to tree planting and Rotary BBQ sausages!

      Project leader: Lesley McCarthy
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SHARE THE DIGNITY

ÅMembers contributed items for the bags which were then packed by our Op Shop volunteers in a fu filled afternoon.

ÅAdditional items were purchased, obtained from the shop and from Donations in Kind.

ÅBags were then taken to Jenny at Danny Pearsonôs office for deliver to ASRC.

21
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CHRISTMAS TOYS

Toys were again distributed, thanks to member donations, 
the Showgrounds Village toy drive and from Donations in Kind.
* Bendigo Bank Seddon for their Giving Tree
* The Venny
* Ascot Vale Heights school
* Djerring Hub playgroup

22
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RIMERN

ÅOur club is a foundation member.

ÅMembers volunteer as able on the 4th Thursday of each month.

ÅThrough Farnham Street NLC, we connect with people in need of furniture and liaise with 
RIMERN.

ÅWe have a symbiotic partnership with the Op Shop for excess goods, unsuitable items 
and rags.  Larry Robb from Rotary North Melbourne collects excess 
stock weekly.

ÅThis year we have helped 3 people/families obtain furniture and 
household goods.
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SUPPORT FOR THE HOMELESS: 
YOUTH PROJECTS

24

The Op Shop donates warm clothing, shoes and sleeping bags to Youth Projects.

YP is a charity based in Hosier Lane in the city which provides health, outreach, employment, education, and 

training services to individuals experiencing disadvantage including unemployment, homelessness, mental 

health challenges, and alcohol and other drug dependency.   

Vinh leads the team which identifies and collects items.

Peter Duras from Rotary Central Melbourne collects fortnightly ï or as needed.
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YOUTH PROGRAMS

ÅStudents from MAC attended International Womenôs Day at MVCC

ÅWe sponsored Cosmo and Chloe from MAC to attend RYPEN.

ÅThe Del King Scholarship at MAC was awarded to Faiqa Sawiz

ÅThe Ted Frank Vocational Award: TJ Truong

ÅAwards were given to year 6 students at local primary schools.

25
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RYDA

ÅThanks to a grant from Moonee Valley Council, we were able to offer Ryda to 4 

schools.  This grant covered bus costs and a small contribution towards offsetting 

student fees.

ÅBuckley Park College: 9 September 2025

ÅEssendon Keilor College: 16 February 2026

ÅMAC: 3 November 2025

ÅRosehill College {November 2026}

ÅDrew, Frances, John, Jo, Shraddha, Hayden & Jess Smith and Lesley assisted 

with supervision and organisation of students.  Sally from Keilor East and Judy 

from Essendon also came along.

26
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ROTARY YOUTH EXCHANGE:
 OUTBOUND

28

Our club sponsored an outbound student from January ï December 2025.

Jay Tatulaschwili is a Kensington resident was hosted by the Rotary Club of Odder on the Jutland 

Peninsula.  This club has a strong engagement with Youth Exchange ï their  Youth Chairôs daughter 

Madeleine came to Portland in 2018-2019.

Maria Silber from Rotary Footscray is the RYE Country coordinator for Denmark.

Jay gave his return presentation to the club on 18 February 2025.

Our current inbound student, Lenka from Czechia and Malene from Denmark, 

currently being sponsored by Keilor East attended.
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ROTARY YOUTH EXCHANGE:
INBOUND

29

On 13 July we welcomed Lenka Pocarovska from Czechia.  She comes from Miroslav which is located in the south 

Moravian area, 33kms south west of Brno.  This area is know for grape and apricot growing.

Her parents are Marie,a teacher and Tomas, an analyst and she has an older brother Jan.

Lenka was sponsored by the Rotary Club of Znojmo. https://www.facebook.com/rotaryclubznojmo/

Lenka was greeted at Melbourne Airport by the Youth Exchange team, District Governor Peter Shepherd and her first 

host family, Scott and Carla Tatulaschwili and their sons and Lesley.
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LENKAôS YEAR IN AUSTRALIA
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Lenka has been hosted by Scott and Carla Tatulaschwili, Chris Richardson, Kate and Alistair and Maria Silber.  

She has also spent time with Peter and Bev Cribb, Hayden and Jess Smith, Drew and Barbara Sheehan and Jo 

Walker and family.


