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2021-2022 Office Bearers  

Board 

President     Lesley McCarthy 

Secretary     Lyn Borghouts 

Treasurer     Edith Chen 

President Elect     Shraddha Sharma 

Governance     Cody Bettanin 

 

Directors 

Club Service     Josie Magri 

Community Service    Edith Chen 

Environment & Sustainability   Jon Temby/Lesley McCarthy 

International Service    Peter Cribb/Shraddha Sharma   

Vocational Service    Anne Heyes  

Youth Service     Cody Bettanin/ Lesley McCarthy 

Foundation Chair    Lesley McCarthy    

 

Office Bearers 

Bulletin      Lesley McCarthy 

Investment Committee    Jon Temby/Cody Bettanin 

Membership     Board 

Onto Conference    Lesley McCarthy 

Opportunity Shops    Anne Heyes/Lesley McCarthy 

Program     Josie Magri 

Protection Officer    Beate McManus 

Public Relations/Marketing/Web   Lesley McCarthy 

Sergeant at Arms    Josie Magri 

RIMERN     Lyn Borghouts/ Lesley McCarthy 

      Edith Chen/ Karolina Sevcikova  

WERN      Anne Heyes 

Donations in Kind    Lesley McCarthy 
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District 9800 Representatives 

Lyn Borghouts    RIMERN Secretary 

Anne Heyes    WERN 

Lesley McCarthy   RIMERN, DiK Board, 

      Environment & Sustainability Committee 

                                                             Facilitator, Leadership & Development Team 

     

 

Rotary International and District 9800: 

RI President Shekhar Mehta, Rotary Club of Calcutta-Mahanagar, India 

 

 

 

 

 

Zone 8 Director Jessie Harman: 

Rotary Club of Wendouree Sunrise, District 9780 

 

 

 

 

District Governor Dale Hoy – Rotary Club of Brighton 

 

Assistant Governor Tony Laycock: 

 Rotary Club of Canterbury 
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 President’s Report 2021-2022  Lesley McCarthy   

Thank you everyone for your support in what has been another very challenging year.  After ZOOM 
changeovers in 2020 and 2021, we have enjoyed a marvellous get together and have been able ton 
share and celebrate our work.   Despite COVID our club has had an amazing year as we continue to 
have a positive impact on our local and international communities. 
 

A major achievement was the club celebration of 35 years of service to the 
local, national and international communities.   
 
While the Charter is dated 5 March 1987, Charter Member Geoff Cawsey PP 
reports that the official start was delayed until April. 
 
 

 
 
Geoff is our only Charter Member remaining 
{along with partner Dulcie} 
 
At the 30th year celebration, Geoff was joined by 
Ted Frank, Vance Hilton and Eugene 
Odachowski. 
 
Len Seddon is now the next longest serving 
member having joined in 1990, followed by Josie 
Magri who transferred from Rotaract. 
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This was a very sad year for the club as we farewelled 2 of our dedicated members. 
 
VALE Honorary member John Heyes, husband of Past President Anne, sadly lost his battle with liver 
cancer on 9 September 2021.  John made invaluable contributions in the Op Shop, with the Art Shows, at 
the schools gardening projects and at the Wildlife Habitat planting days.  John was always willing to put his 
hand up for a job and brought his vocational skills and experience to a number of tasks.  He encouraged his 
sons to participate and enjoyed having his grandsons join in our activities.   He was a stalwart support for 
Anne during her presidency. 
 
John was awarded the James Hosie Trophy in 2020 for his consistent and 
dedicated work with our club.  

 
 
John’s funeral was during COVID 
lockdowns however a large number of 
Rotarians and community members 
attended via livestream where John’s 
contribution to the wider community was 
recognised along with his Rotary work. 
 
 
 

VALE Charter member Ted Frank passed away on 10 March 2022.  Ted was 
made a Life Member  in October 2021 in recognition of his 33 years of 
dedicated service.  He was a dedicated and enthusiastic Rotarian who 
contributed across all areas of service, particularly in spreading the Rotary 
message to business owners and residents In the Flemington, Kensington and 
Ascot Vale areas. He knew everyone and the history of the community. 
Ted was awarded a number of recognitions by the club including a Paul Harris 
Fellow Sapphire, a Room 711 Award and the Jim Hosie Trophy on 3 
occasions.   
 
For 35 years, Ted was an enthusiastic, hard working and tireless member of the club participating in every 
activity and using his knowledge of the people and businesses in Flemington Kensington to gather support 
for activities.  He worked with Allan Bruno, as a BBQ champion helping to organise and run countless 
fundraising BBQs and raising 100,000's of dollars for club service projects aiding people across the world. 

 
Ted’s funeral was attended by 37 
current and former Rotarians as 
well as a number of community 
members. 
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I would like to thank the board: Edith, Lyn, Shradd and Anne for their work throughout the year.  My 

particular thanks to Edith who continued as treasurer. 

I am also especially grateful to Melina Caccetta for her fantastic efforts with the op Shop.  444 

Racecourse Road has progressed into a vibrant, welcoming, light and airy space with so many regular 

visitors.  She has spread the message wider than Flemington and Kensington and now attracts 

shoppers and donors from far and wide. Her work with FaceBook Marketplace has also seen an 

increase in sales of higher priced goods. 

Lorry Rowe’s retirement has also seen a major change with the Board deciding to hand over the 

management to the Rotary Club of Werribee.  This was a hard decision, but without Allan’s ability to 

visit regularly and offer support, there was no other member able t take on the role.  Lorry will be 

missed but the FFU volunteers will carry on the great work. 

I am particularly proud of the Board decision to fund an Australian Rotary Health PhD scholarship into 

children’s mental health.  Our scholar, Catherine Johnston has worked with former member Betty 

Kitchener and Prof Tony Jorm on Mental Health First Aid and knows the value of prevention and care in 

supporting children and young people.  This scholarship will have long term impact and is a valuable 

use of funds raised by members over many years. 

I was delighted to welcome Yvonne Farquharson as a member at our changeover. As a former Youth 

Exchange student, Yvonne brings enthusiasm, experience and a passion for education and health.  We 

look forward to exploring how we can work together on the Kidney Health program. 

In another most unusual and challenging year we have survived and thrived.  We have connected with 

community, helped those less fortunate and developed relationships with other organisations, people 

businesses. 

However, if there is one thing that COVID has taught us all, it is that we need each other and that social 

connection to thrive.  That is evident at each meeting or get together we have.  I encourage you all to 

reach out to your friends, neighbours, contacts and share with them the benefit and joy of service and 

helping others through Rotary.  We need more members to continue our work so make this our goal for 

the coming year. 

I congratulate Shraddha on her efforts so far.  She is bringing a new energy and direction to our club 

with new priorities and goals.   

Lesley McCarthy 

President 2021-2022 
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Secretary’s Report  - Lyn Borghouts 

The role of the Club Secretary is to ensure that the administrative requirements of the Board; District 
and Rotary International are attended to. This involves processing incoming and outgoing 
correspondence; submission of reports; updating membership databases and the submission of annual 
returns. 
 
The Annual General Meeting was held on Wednesday 17th November via ZOOM. 

The Annual Statement to Consumer Affairs Victoria was submitted in November. 

The club has the following registrations: 
 

  61094 
This allows the club to hold minor gaming activities 
such as raffles, fundraising events and other 
events such as bingo, lucky envelopes etc to the 
amount of $5000.  Raffles over this level still 
require authorisation. 

 
Consumer Affairs Fundraising FR-000015337. 

This allows the club to conduct formal fundraising 
events including fundraising for other charities eg 
End Polio, Australian Rotary Health Lift the Lid. 

 
 

 RC Flemington Kensington Foundation Pty Ltd is a 
registered Australian Proprietary Company  
ACN 632 136 406 

 
 
 
 

 
 RC Flemington Kensington Foundation is a 

registered charity. 
 ABN 75 591 148 794 

 
 
 
 
Deductable Gift Recipient endorsement was approved on 24 October 2019. 
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Treasurer’s Report -      Edith Chen   

The Rotary Club of Flemington is no longer registered for GST as our club income is below the 
threshold. 
All figures quoted in the report are net of GST. 
 
All invoices were forwarded to signatories for verification prior to payment. 

Signatories on Club accounts are Lesley, Edith, Lyn, Anne and Cody.   {different signatories for the 

many accounts} 

Annual scholarships were awarded to students at Mount Alexander College and Kensington 

Community High School, Ascot Vale Special School, Ascot Vale West Primary. Offers of scholarships 

to Debney Meadows, Holy Rosary, Kensington Primary, St Brendans and St Marys were not taken up. 

 

Investment Committee – Cody Bettanin 

Following a difficult year with COVID, our investments have regained much of what was lost. 

Nick Reilly, Investment Manager with Inovayt has provided quarterly reports to the Board.  

He anticipates stronger growth in the 2022-2023 year. 

Innovayt balance at 31 March 2022:  $157, 285.74 

 

 

The financial statements are to be read with the explanations.  Several project areas received or spent 

monies in previous financial years, so a clean breakdown is not possible in this financial year.  

The club is in a strong financial position despite the reduction of income from BBQs and the Op Shops 

due to COVID.   

 

Area Income Expenditure  Balance 30 June 2022 

Club 18,012.62    15,485.67 8,761.53 

Op Shop 74,120 28,800 45,320 

Fit4 Use 46915.57 39512 7,402.95 

RORP 4751.40   12773.21 16.09 

Art Show 6635.66 6052.40 583.26 

Investment Account 326.31 6800.00 80,847.10 

 

Sundry Debtors: 

Rotary Club of Werribee – Fit4 Use Store  $2000 

Creditors: 

Mercure – balance for changeover                         $2463 

Nelson Alexander – Garage rent final payment      $101.60 

Royce Abbey Foundation    $1195  
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The Rotary Club of Flemington Kensington Foundation   

ABN 75 591 148 794                     

The Foundation was established in 2019 to manage funds raised through the 2 Op Shops.  

The charitable status allows the club to manage and distribute funds more effectively and 

allows income to be gst exempt. 

The Foundation also allows us to accept donations which can be tax deductable through our DGR status. 

Despite the restrictions to trading through lockdowns necessitated by COVID both shops made good profits 

which were then directed to a number of charities and deserving people and organisations. 

Nett income from the Op Shop and the Fit4 Use Store was =  

Nett income: $52,722.95 

Payments were made to: 

Australian Rotary Foundation   $3000 

Australian Rotary Health – PhD Scholarship  $12,000 

Australian 4-Points Ride for Stroke   $1000 

Christ Church Ascot Vale    $800 

Donations in Kind     $8500 

Farnham Street Neighbourhood Centre   $3000 

Kensington Women’s Soccer Club   $3000 

Hospital Beds to Sri Lanka    $4215 

Moonee Valley sustainability   $200 

NCWV      $250 

Polyglot Children’s Theatre   $1000 

Sanitiser to Timor Leste    $1000 

SlamIn Tennis     $250 

Sputnik      $1000 

True Manila     $7500 

RIMERN      $3500 

WERN      $2600   $52,815 

Student Scholarships  

NYSF   $2425 

Del King Award  $2000 

Eugene O   $1000 

ASVSS   $200 

ASVWPS  $200        

Tiffany Bo  $500                                                     $6,325 

 

Total donations:       $59,140   
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Members 2021-2022 

Sandy Belcher    Vance Hilton Award June 2021 

Cody Bettanin    5 years 

Lyn Borghouts    8 years 

Allan Bruno  {H}   33 years 

Matiu Bush    3 years 

Melina Caccetta    2 years 

Geoff Cawsey {L}   35 years 

Edith Chen    9 years 

Peter Cribb    16 years 

Yvonne Farquharson   inducted 29 June 2022 

Anne Heyes    4 years 

Josie Magri    30 years {including Rotaract} 

Nicole Marshall    3 years 

Lesley McCarthy   27 years 

Beate McManus    28 years 

Anthony McManus {H}   8 years {including honorary} 

Lorry Rowe    5 years 

Len Seddon {L}    32 years 

Karolina Sevcikova   2 years 

Shraddha Sharma   20 years {including Rotaract} 

John Sklenar    28 years 

Rebecca Smith    Vance Hilton Award 29 June 2022 

Jon Temby  {H}    11 years 

Mount Alexander College –   3 years 

Kate Stevanovic, Stephanie Balaburov and Ching Chan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Rotary Club of Flemington Kensington Inc.                              Annual Report 2021-2022 11 | P a g e  
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Club Service    

Partly due to ZOOM meetings and lack of speakers, several Club Forums were held allowing 

fellowship, feedback and discussion of projects and events. 

Bulletins were provided fortnightly using the ClubRunner element. 

Website 

The club website based on ClubRunner contains a vast amount of information on our club events and 

activities, club bulletins and stories. 

ClubRunner synchronises between District 9800 and Rotary International making member updates 

simple. 

Meetings continued in a combination of ZOOM and face to face as possible with meetings being held at 

a number of venues as COVID and the weather allowed. We met at Crown Street Stables, Mama 

Bears, Quest, The Fresh Prince and ZOOM. 

 

Program – Josie Magri/ Lesley McCarthy 

The speakers program operated throughout the year via ZOOM and occasionally at a face to face 

meeting.  This served to enrich members knowledge and enable further relationships with local 

community groups.  The program included: 

Assistant Governor Tony Laycock - ZOOM 

District Governor Dale Hoy – ZOOM 

Stephanie Balaburov and Ching Chan, Mount Alexander College 

Cr Katrina Hodgson, MVCC 

David Dippie, DiK 

Catherine Johnson, Australian Rotary Health - Mental Health  

Dr Suresh Marcandan from the Rotary Club of Melbourne on Australian Rotary Health 

It has been very difficult to obtain speakers with the meeting time and our lack of attendees to 

guarantee an audience. 

 

THE FIRST OBJECT OF ROTARY                                                        
The development of acquaintance as an opportunity for service.   
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District Conference 

Lesley attended the District Conference in Albury.  

 

   

District Assembly 

Lesley, Shraddha and Josie attended District Assembly by ZOOM.   

 

District Changeover 

Lesley and Shraddha attended the District Changeover at Essendon Fields. 

Lesley with former AG Austen Burleigh, Rotary Melbourne and 

President Peter Boudville, Brunswick-Tullamarine. 

 

 

 

Our club 

was recognised with 2 awards: 

Public Image for our stories published in the 2 

local newspapers – Flem-Ken News and Inner 

North News. 

 

 

 

Membership growth for a small club: 

 

 

    

With former member Paul Perrottet;  with PDG John King who was DG when our club was chartered; the ESRAG stand,  the Scots School Pipers 



Rotary Club of Flemington Kensington Inc.                              Annual Report 2021-2022 14 | P a g e  
 

As always, social events were held for the Op Shop volunteers: 

During Volunteer Recognition Week in May, all volunteers were presented 

w  ith Certificates of Recognition. 

Due to Lorry’s retirement, the Fit4Use volunteers met at the shop and 

were [resented with their certificates at the farewell. 

Flemington volunteers met at Mama Bear Café. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Volunteers enjoyed a Christmas lunch at Hardimans and each volunteer was presented with a Rotary 

Christmas Cake or Plum Pudding and thanked for their service. 

Club members celebrated the end of the year with a Christmas function at the Doutta Galla Hotel 

attended by most members, a number of visiting Rotarians, teachers from MAC and scholarship 

students.  

 

 

 

 

 

Blue Moon Social events were held: Dinner at Mama Le in North Melbourne, dinner at I Love 

Dumplings. 
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The Annual Club Presidents Changeover was held at the Mercure Hotel in North Melbourne on 

29June.  We were delighted with the attendance of so many members and friends. It was a joy to have 

Helen Frank, Danny Pearson MP, Cr Katrina Hodgson; visiting Rotarians AG Tony Laycock, Colin 

Styles, Michael Redding, David Dippie, Laurie Fisher, Ching Chan from MAC, Carol XI &Tiffany Bo and 

the Op Shop team. 

A Paul Harris Sapphire was presented to past President Anne Heyes. 

The Jim Hosie Trophy was awarded to Karolina Sevcikova for her 

consistent and reliable participation at every event and club meeting. 

The Vance Hilton Award was made to Rebecca Smith, Manager, 

Kensington Neighbourhood House for her leadership in supporting 

community during COVID. 

2 Community Service Awards were made: 

Melanie Del Monaco, Community Engagement Officer, City of 

Melbourne, for her effort and support of the Kensington 

Community during COVID. 

Mary Keating, editor of Flem-Ken News for 17 years of 

dedication to the community. 

 

 

 

A 30-year Membership certificate and letter from RI 

President Shekhar Mehta was presented to Josie 

Magri.  

 

Lesley was surprised with a Royce Abbey Award in recognition of her years of 

leadership. 

This was presented by former Assistant Governor Clin Styles from Rotary Hoppers Crossing. 
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Community Service – Anne Heyes/ Edith Chen 

Edith and Anne continued their involvement in the Kensington Community Network attending monthly 
meetings and providing communication on events across Kensington and Flemington. 
 
Edith also continued her involvement with a number of local senior and multicultural groups. 
 
OP SHOPS 
Despite the challenges of 2020-2021, trading at the Op Shops continued in fits and starts with 

lockdowns.    Thanks to the efforts of Melina Caccetta and LorryRowe, a strong financial 

return was achieved thanks to the volunteers.  Sincere thanks to Anne, Edith, Betty, Karolina.  

We also attracted a number of new volunteers who have contributed skills. 

 

Thanking and acknowledging the work of the volunteers was again a priority with 2 lunches, 

Volunteer Recognition Certificates and Christmas cakes. 

 

In May 2022, Fit4 Use Manager Lorry Rowe retired after 5 ½ years of dedicated and tireless 

work. An afternoon tea was held on 21 May which was attended by almost all her volunteers 

– past and current, as well as many Rotarians from clubs across the district. 

 

 

 

Particular mention was made of the work done by Allan Bruno and Ted Frank in bringing 

Lorry’s dream of an Op Shop to fruition. 

With Lorry’s retirement, the club Board decided to hand over management of the Fit4 Use 

Store to the Rotary Club of Werribee.   

 

A formal hand over was held on Saturday June 29th .  
 

 

  

THE SECOND OBJECT OF ROTARY:  
High ethical standards in business and professions; the recognition of the worthiness of all useful 
occupations; and the dignifying of each Rotarian's occupation as an opportunity to serve society; 
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At 444 Racecourse Road, Melina held a special community open day in September which 

was well attended and showcased not only the shop, but a number of community efforts.   

Sandy and Shane from Retro Entertainment provided fabulous music to entertain during the 

day. 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Flemington store faced similar challenges to that of Werribee.  
The shop continues to be the face of Rotary in the community and provides a social and connection 

opportunity for many people.  Volunteers are dedicated and continue to be a great support. 

 

Volunteer numbers are up and with the approval from Services Australia of the shop's authority to 

accept Centrelink volunteers has enabled a bigger group.  Our Authority Number is: 690917  

Despite COVID lockdowns, both shops made good profits. 

Note: rent is much higher at Werribee.  Manager fees were not paid from Flemington from November to 

April.  Insurance is higher at Flemington. 

 
RIMERN- Our club was one of the first to put our hands up and support this fantastic project in our local 
community.   We joined with Prahran, Albert Park, Balwyn, Carlton, Camberwell, Canterbury, Central 
Melbourne, North Balwyn and North Melbourne. 
 
In August, Quest contacted us with a donation of blankets, pillows and 
doonas and Susie Cole and partner Peter joined Lesley for collections.  The 
Op Shop also donates excess goods. 
 
Our volunteer team assists on the 4th Thursday of each month which 

sorting, packing and picking orders. 
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AFGHAN REFUGEES - The Fit4 Use store was able to assist with a large quantity of 

clothing and household goods for recent refugees.  A request came in from Phil Hartcher and 

Sue Selleck of Wyndham Rotary working with Wyndham Park Community Centre 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ENVIRONMENT & SUSTAINABILITY 

The announcement of the environment saw the club become a 

member of ESRAG with Lesley, Jon and Peter as our reps. 

A second planting/tidying day ws held in November bulding 

on the initial planting day. 

   

 

 

See how our plants have grown? 

  

THE THIRD OBJECT OF ROTARY  
The application of the ideal of service in each Rotarian’s personal, business, and 

community life. 
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International Service: 

RORP 

Whilst our members have taken a step back and shipping constraints halted work – as well as COVID 

lockdowns, the program managed by Bob Allardice at Rotary Nunawading continued albeit in a different 

format. 

The program has now collected over 150 playgrounds which have shipped far and wide.  Sri Lanka has 

really struggled with COVID and many playgrounds are still lying in storage with PDG Senake 

Ameresinghe awaiting the opportunity for Rotary clubs to install them. 

The playgrounds sent to Nepal are in the hands of 

Shradha’s father, Santosh, who is coordinating their 

distribution and transport to the rural schools.  

A Memorandum of Understanding was signed with the 

Rotary Club of Port Blair and the playgrounds are waiting at 

John Arena’s facility for a berth on a ship.  Our contributed 

financially towards shipping as with COVID costs escalated 

beyond what had been a fee sufficient to cover. 

The playground at J J Holland Reserve was extracted on with assistance from Peter Cribb, John 

Skenar, Jules Borghouts, Karolina Sevcikova and Lesley McCarthy. 

After a request from Rotary Colombo, our club was able to send 2 containers of hospital beds to Sri 
Lanka, just getting in before the lockdowns and delays to shipping. 
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YOUTH 
The club's focus on youth programs continued strongly. 
Inas Adel Ahmed and Zoe Le from MAC attended the National Youth Science Forum online.   
The Del King Scholarship at MAC was awarded to Habon Sani. 
The Eugene O. Scholarship at Kensington Community HS were awarded to Ari and Annaliese.  
 
We also provided scholarships to students at Ascot Vale West Ascot Vale Special School. 
A new scholarship was created this year in Edith Chen’s name.  It was awarded to Tiffany Bo, a year 
12 student whose mother sought assistance.  Tiffany attended our Christmas breakup with her mother. 
 
The 1,000 Stories project continued intermittently with additional picture story 
books delivered to the Maternal & Child Health nurse at Wingate Avenue. 
 
 
Members were delighted to return to the MVCC International Women’s Day 
breakfast at the Clocktower in March. 
 
The club sponsored 4 students from Mount Alexander College: 
Habon , Muna , Amelia and Lexie with teacher Stephanie Balaburov, and 
Caitlin from Penleigh & Essendon Grammar. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Rotarians in attendance were Lesley McCarthy, Edith 
Chen, Nicole Marshall, Karolina Sevcikova Yvonne 
Farquharson.  Edith’s friends Carol and Kiran also 
attended.   
 
The Op Shop was represented by Barbara Ryan, Debra 
Ryan & Michelle Gaudry. 
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In May we held a community Mental Health Awareness Forum at Kensington Town Hall. 

Keynote speaker was former Department of Education 

psychologist Maria Ruberto. She kept the audience 

enthralled with her presentation.  

She was followed by Catherine Johnston, our Australian 

Rotary Health funded PhD scholar who spoke of the work 

being done in schools. 

Parisa Shiran from Rotary Carlton spoke on the issues 

facing members of the multicultural community, 

especially omen in attaining support. 

Then Fatima, a young Eritrean women spoke on her lived 

experience with mental health as a multicultural women 

facing barriers of language culture and parental 

expectations. 

 

  

 

  

THE FOURTH OBJECT OF ROTARY  
The advancement of international understanding, goodwill, and peace through a world fellowship of 
business and professional persons united in the ideal of service. 
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ROTARY IN THE NEWS 

We continued to have good cover in Flem Ken News published quarterly and in the Inner North West 

City News published monthly.  This is a good opportunity to share stories and have some coverage of 

our Op Shop, activities and areas of focus.  
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When people ask “what do you do?” 


