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The Donations in Kind AGM was held last week and Secretary Bob Glindemann was pleased to provide reports and audited financial  
accounts.  There are currently 25 DIK Inc clubs across several districts.  DIK is in a healthy financial position however, as with  
everything expenses continue to rise.  DIK is very grateful to the landlord for their continued support particularly during the COVID lockdown 
periods.  PDG Geoff McIlvenna, Rotary Preston was re-elected as Chairman; PP Bob Glindemann, Rotary Melbourne, Secretary; PDG 
Bronwyn Stevens, Rotary Brighton North Treasurer. 
 

All Rotary Clubs are encouraged to become members of DIK Inc. Membership is just $3500 pa with a minimum 2 year 
commitment. All Rotarians are welcome to volunteer at the store on a Tuesday or Thursday, particularly to assist with 
the collection of items as needed. 
 

As everyone will be aware, shipping worldwide continues to be a challenge with both costs and availability of berths. There are indications 
this may be easing, and signs are positive for 2023.  As international borders reopen, it is now time for clubs to consider where they may get 
involved in international projects this coming year. Talk to us at DIK about where we might assist. 
 
Containers shipped 2022-2023     = 20’ container units. 
 

The store is full to overflowing, especially with hospital, medical, disability 
and educational equipment. Once we have a confirmed shipping booking, 
containers can be packed very quickly and be shipped. Clubs are asked to 
identify their international partners and projects and put in their requests. 

 

Containers ordered now could be packed very quickly and be shipped as 
soon as positions become  available.  Clubs are asked to identify their 
international partners and projects and put in their requests asap. 
 

Recent success stories:  
Democratic Republic of Congo. A privately funded project by Muhindo Matata who approached DIK 
 for assistance. 
“Imagine dragging yourself along by your hands because your legs were useless, blown off in a 
landmine or you were crippled with Polio?” 

 

Donations in Kind assisted with shipment of a 40’ container to the Democratic Republic of Congo via Dar  
Es Salaam.  This container was filled with wheelchairs, crutches and 4-wheel walkers for children and adults 
maimed through landmines, war, birth defects and disease.  Additional new clothing, soccer balls, boots and 
jerseys and books were included.  
Muhindo was there to distribute the goods personally and sent photos back thanking Bob and Laurie. 
Stay tuned for the full story in much greater detail. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Imagine …….  This would be an excellent multi-club project. Could you club be part of a multi-club project?  It is an easy to be involved 

with an international project at a smaller cost.   Clubs interested in contributing towards sending another container of  medical, disability and 
educational equipment to the Congo should contact Bob Glindemann.  Support for children and adults with  disabilities is very limited.     
Anything we can do would have such an impact.     #Rotary People of Action 
***************************************************************************************************************************** ********************************* 
Donations in Kind is located at Shed 30, 400 Somerville Road 
West Footscray.  It is open on Tuesdays and Thursday, 
https://rotarydik.org 

District Club Container Units Store Units 

9800 Cambodia 2 Timor Leste 4  

   Ethiopia 2 

   Uganda 2 

   Tanzania 2 

Total YTD  2  10 

Delphin, 8 years old, .                      Bohneur from Luvunge.                       Ishara,  5 years-old, his feet bend                                        Muhindo distributing soccer balls and boots. 

 from Kamanyol had Polio.                                                                           and his feet bend backwards   

https://rotarydik.org/


 
 
 
 
 
Ukraine: 
There has been considerable activity in the store assisting the people of Ukraine. 
The store packed 12 pallets of medical goods that were flown to London by Qantas.   
Last week 35 pallets of medical supplies, warm clothing and For-a-Meal packs was assembled at 
the store to be transported by Australian Defence Force contractors to the Amberley Air Force Base 
in Queensland to be flown to Ukraine with the Bushmaster vehicles donated by the Australian  
Government.  
A majority of this came from DIK stock with additional support from our regular donors and medical 
gathered from other hospitals by the Ukrainian volunteers.   The local Ukrainian community have 
been heavily involved and we will continue to assemble more goods for future shipments. 
 

Tonga: 
David Dippie recently took part in a volunteer trip Tonga linked to 2 containers which were shipped recently.  This significant multi-club,  
multi-District Tonga Project has been in operation for over 20 years led by David Goldsmith from Rotary Ballarat West and the Rotary Club 
of Nuku’alofa. 

 

One container was planned to ship when the volcanic eruption and tsunami occurred. One of our preferred shipping companies, Swire, 
offers reduced rates for shipping disaster related materials so we were able to ship two containers for the price of the original one.  RAWCS 
funded shipping through the Disaster Fund as the goods were items requested by Tonga. 

 

Included in these containers were equipment and supplies to establish a fully-functional Dental Clinics at 3 schools:  
Queen Salote College, Apifo’ou College and Tupou College.  These clinics will service students, staff and members of the local  
community.   Tupou College will also be outfitted with a 16-bed medical isolation ward.   Seven dental chairs provided by the Royal Dental 
Hospital go to the Ministry of Health.  Queen Salote College also received 113 cartons of books and shelving facilities to establish a new 
library. This has been possible due to donations from Ballarat City Libraries.  

  

 
Left:  Tupoa College Dental Clinic 
 
Right:  Queen Salote Sick Bay                                        
 
Far right: David Dippie, first patient  
at Apifo’ou Dental Clinic 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Guest of Honour at the televised opening ceremony at Queen Salote College 
was Queen Nanasipau’u of Tonga. 
 

Rotary clubs and Districts including Keilor, Ballarat East, Balwyn, Cranbourne and 
Koo-We-Rup, the International College of Dentists , the Rotary Foundation,  
RAWCS, and others supported the project financially.   Rotary Ballarat East  
members loaded three DIK truckloads of donations from Ballarat, driven from  
Melbourne by David Dippie with 25 TVs, books, and 276 banks of library shelving.  

 

The connections, friendships and partnerships developed over 25 years have made 
this project possible.  The gratitude and appreciation expressed by all was evident in the local authorities including the Queen Nanasipau’u 
of Tonga , the Minister of Health the Hon Saia Piukala,  Prince Fotofilli, the Australian High Commissioner Ms. Rachel Moore, Rotary Club 
of Nuku’alofa  and students at all schools.  There were welcome events, dinners and musical entertainment, and full Tonga dress for all 
volunteers courtesy of the Queen herself.   The full ceremonies were broadcast on National TV and have been watched on Facebook and 
You-Tube by thousands of ex-pat Tongans around the world.    The full RAWCS report is available here. 

 

Asylum Seeker Resource Centre: 
DIK is regularly visited by Occupational Therapists seeking goods for 
their clients and was able to assist a client, Manisha, with a new  
wheelchair.    The previous chair had broken so ASRC reached out to 
DIK who were pleased to help.  Colin assisted Manisha and her support 
worker.  
This was just one of the multiple requests for assistance from support 
workers, physiotherapists, occupational therapists and nurses which DIK 
manages every week. The goods are provided without charge to either 
party.    
 
CALL TO ACTION: Ask your local schools to collect surplus pencils and stationery at the end of the year. 


