The Rotary Club of Flemington Inc.

Club Number 24401— Chartered 5 March 1987

February is Peace and Conflict Resolution Month in Rotary

115 years ago, on the evening of 23 February 1905, Paul Harris (1868—1947) invited three friends to a
meeting. Silvester Schiele, (1870 - 1945) a coal dealer, Hiram Shorey, (1862 - 1944) a merchant tailor, and
Gustavus Loehr, (1864 - 1918) a mining engineer, gathered with Harris in Loehr's business office in Room
711 of the Unity Building in downtown Chicago on Dearborn Avenue.
They discussed Harris' idea that business leaders
should meet periodically to enjoy camaraderie and
to enlarge their circle of business and professional
acquaintances. The club met weekly and
membership was limited to one representative
from each business and profession. Though the
men didn't use the term Rotary that night, that
gathering is commonly regarded as the first
Rotary club meeting.
As they continued to convene, members began
rotating their meetings among their places of
business, hence the name Rotary. After enlisting The first four Rotarians (from left): Gustavus Loehr, Silvester Schiele,
a fifth member, printer 5Harry Ruggles, the group Hiram Shorey and Paul P. Harris, circa 1905-12.
was formally organized as the Rotary Club of Chicago. The original club emblem, a wagon wheel design, was the precursor of the familiar cogwheel emblem
now used by Rotarians worldwide.
By the end of 1905, the club's roster showed a membership of 30 with Schiele as president and Ruggles as
treasurer. Paul Harris declined office in the new club and didn't become its president until two years later.
Club membership grew, making it difficult to gather in offices, so the members shifted their meetings to hotels
and restaurants, where many Rotary club meetings are held today.
These early "Rotarians" realized that fellowship and mutual self-interest were not enough to keep a club of
busy professionals meeting each week. Reaching out to improve the lives of the less fortunate proved to be
an even more powerful motivation. The Rotary commitment to service began in 1907 when the Rotary Club of
Chicago constructed that city's first public lavatory. With this inaugural project, Rotary became the world's first
Service Club organization. When the National Association of Rotary Clubs held its first convention in 1910,
there were 16 clubs. www.rghfhome.org/first100/711/story.htm
Lesley McCarthy
President 2018-2020
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Meeting notes Wednesday February 19th 2020:
This week we welcomed visitors Gabriella Griffiths and Emma Merritt from Lowther Hall, 2 of our National
Youth Science Forum candidates. We also welcomed Man Lam, the new Science Coordinator from Mount
Alexander College, a guest of Anne Heyes, Karolina Sevcikova and .guests of Matiu Bush, Greg and Nathan
from Co-Health.
Lesley reported on recent events and congratulated Cody & Whitney Bettanin on the birth of a baby girl. She
asked for news on Geoff Cawsey following recent foot surgery, then informed everyone of a lovely thank you
letter received from a Bairnsdale Bushfire victim who was assisted with free furniture by Lorry at the Fit4 Use
Store.
In the early hours of the 26th of January our house in Faulkner Court Bairnsdale burnt down and the remains are being demolished. We are currently staying with my sister-in-law in Werribee. Driving past the store on Railway Avenue I saw a cane setting
similar to the one that was burnt. Thanks to the kindness of the staff this was given to me.
It is hard to explain what this kindness meant. It brought me to tears. I have never been in this position before and never asked for
consideration or help. If we had been in direct line of bushfires so much assistance would have been available, but we were on the
edge of it all. We are awaiting what caused the fire. I cannot explain the value and support the staff of your store provided. Sometimes it is the little things that make a difference. I will be forever grateful for the difference the action of your staff made today.
My sincere thanks
Lorraine Scott

Allan Bruno reported on WERN:
WERN have been asked for assistance by the East Gippsland Fire Relief Rotry clubs. WERN has agreed to
supply refrigerators and washing machines and has asked clubs for assistance. Allan moved that the club contribute $1000 to this cause asap. Seconded Sam Nicol and all in favour.
Peter Cribb reported on RORP:
Several more clubs and councils have indicated interest.
Container #4 has been organised and the relocation of equipment from our container to the leased container for
shipment will take place on Monday March 2nd from 5pm onwards. This should take around 2 hours. Please
assist if you have time available after work.
Following the recent visit by the Consul General and DGE Ajith Weerasinghe, more interest has come from RC
Rosanna and Kumar Puvana for playgrounds to go to the war torn areas of far north Sri Lanka.
We also have a request from Shradd and her father Santosh for playgrounds for Nepal andf an MoU prepared.
Lyn Borghouts is running a coding session here at Crown Street on Sunday afternoon.
Sewing in Sri Lanka
Lesley advised that a funding request has been received from Mudara Weerasinghe, daughter of DGE Ajith, for
assistance with a project she has established in Negombo. This project is modelled on Stephanie Woollard’s
Seven Women Project in Nepal, and aims to teach women to sew so they are able to earn an income and
support themselves and their families. The request from Mudara identifies industrial Singer machine, treadle
rather than electric due to the conditions, and priced at A$359. Lesley moved a motion that the club contribute
the costs of 3 machines and submit an application for a Foundation grant to purchase an additional 3
machines. Seconded Sam Nicol, carried.
Anne Heyes reported on the Art Show:
The Art show is going to be held on the Grand final week end, the last week end of September. The Gala night will be
Thursday 24th at Kensington Town Hall. We are still in the process of applying for Grants with the aim to achieve significant funds to run the whole Festival 2020. A budget has been prepared with Sam’s help and Lesley is working on fliers
and promotional materials, and searching for sponsorship.to making this festival even better and more profitable than last
year. Everyone is asked to note the dates and advise of when and where they can assist.
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The Multicultural-Intergenerational Choir has commenced at 18 Anthony Street on Thursdays between 9.3011.00am. The choir is led by Ruth Kennedy and is comprised of people of all ages including residents from
Gregory Lodge and 12 pre-schoolers from the Kensington Children’s Community Coop. The club has provided
seed funding for Term one. All welcome.
Man Lam Is the new Science Co-Ordinator at MAC. He has taught VCE Physics there for several years after
teaching at Lalor Secondary College. Man studied in Hong Kong and London, and has a PhD and has
presented at the VCE Physics Teacher Conferences. Man said that MAC is running an Astronomy evening on
Monday April 27th. with Flemington Primary School, using telescopes. All welcome
Karolina Seveikova spoke of her experiences volunteering with Afghan women at Co-Health where she teaches women, about compliance with business in Australia so they can start their own businesses. She also visits
women in prison especially those with babies. She is a member of the CWA {and knows Stella} and also helps
with many other not for profit organisations. She is the longest serving volunteer with Brotherhood of
St. Lawrence.
Greg Bourke is a Senior Manager at CoHealth and visited with Nathan, seeking Rotary assistance after
conversations between Matiu, Social Workers and Physiotherapist regarding accessing equipment at Donations in Kind.
Co-Health is a not-for-profit community health organisation that strives to improve health and wellbeing for all
and lead the way in reducing health inequity in partnership with people and the communities in which they live.
Their aim is to keep elderly people in their homes and out of hospitals and nursing homes as long as possible
by providing the necessary equipment. Many people do not have the ability to purchase equipment and the
wait for Government funded items is upto 18 months. The social workers, physiotherapists/occupational therapists will try to find equipment and often visit Donations in Kind. provided, can be delayed, up to 18 months,
so there is a big gap in the system.
The main issue at DiK is that the volunteers are under time pressure wit loading containers and receiving goods
and often are not available to work with those requesting equipment. Discussions occurred and Allan and Lesley offered to facilitate discussions with DiK and organise a process to make this arrangement work better.

Coming events:
Saturday February 29th—Celebration of the 600th container this century at Donations in Kind. 10am-3pm
with official speeches etc at 12.30. RSVP to dik.vic.rotary@gmail.com
Thursday March 5th—International Women’s Day Breakfast at Palladium at Crown.
Tuesday March 10th—International Women’s Day breakfast at Moonee Valley Council. The club has booked
2 tables for students and ourselves. Please indicate if you would like to attend to Lesley asap.
Saturday March 14th—RORP Container loading at Donations in Kind from 10am. Please note the change of
date. March 2nd was a ‘no go” due to shipping delays. RSVP to Sam Nicol
Saturday March 22nd— Harmony/Cultural Week. Help needed for the Fairy Floss and Popcorn machines
from 3pm to 8pm in Pridham Plaza. Please RSVP to Allan Bruno.
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National Youth Science Forum Brisbane January 8th to 18th
Gabriella Griffiths
I am incredibly thankful to Rotary for providing me and other students with the opportunity to attend the National
Youth Science Forum. The experience has fundamentally changed how I approach life and science, for the
better.
It is incredibly important in science to have a variety of viewpoints. Science in essence is the pursuit of
knowledge for the benefit and improvement of all humanity. To be able to understand how we can apply
science best to help the world we need real people and their ideas – a wide range of people from all walks of
life who can shed light on the real problems facing our race. Thus Toyota’s initiative to fund students in places
and circumstances where science may be more inaccessible is a step to ensuring science continues to serve
humanity well.
Personally, the NYSF has had a major impact on my life. I found that the atmosphere of the Forum has made
me a more positive and happy person, with an excitement for life and the opportunities available to me.
I formed lifelong friendships with other students from across Australia, creating a network of people I can call
on throughout my Year 12 and university studies, and into the rest of my career. Not only that, their lives,
experiences and personalities have shaped me in ways that words cannot describe and I will forever be thankful for.
Science-wise, my eyes have been opened to a whole new world. There were sciences and disciplines that I did
not know even existed before I went on the NYSF. I now have an appreciation for optical engineering (and the
background sciences that enable it), environmental robotics, hypersonics and urban planning. Before I went I
thought I knew what I wanted to do and I was really unsure of the opportunities in engineering. I have now
rethought everything I want to do, and know that I love both engineering and science; however I do not truly
know what I want to do. But the NYSF has helped me realise that that’s alright too.
The opportunity to go to a university outside of my home state has also helped me realise that there are good
universities and options outside of Victoria. Whilst I may not know what I want to do, I know that whatever it is I
want to do it at the University of Queensland after discovering its amazing facilities and cheery atmosphere.
Overall, the NYSF has shaped me into an entirely new person, that I am truly happy to be. It could not have
happened without the aid of Rotary and the Toyota Community Trust and I will forever be thankful for their
belief in me and their contribution to the scientific community.
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Emma Merritt
NYSF was an experience that I will never forget, and will never take for granted. I could never have anticipated
the things I saw and the friends I made, which will remain life long memories. The absolute passion and
enthusiasm among the group of students, staff and NYSF partners has not only encouraged me to pursue
STEM further, but has given me a sense of hope for the future and what we will do to change it.
The core purpose of NYSF was to show us the world of STEM, and they went above and beyond. As part of the
Mirzakhani engineering and manufacturing group I gained an insight into careers at places such as the Boeing
Test Centre, QUT Centre for Hypersonics, the AUS Antarctic Division and QUT Research and Engineering
acilities in specific STEM visits. Being given the opportunity to see facilities and machinery while observing and
talking to scientists and engineers who researched and created these things was eye opening and inspiring.
We got to use flight simulators, see biofuels and batteries being made, watch as the tensile strength of specific
materials were tested and observe the effects of a magnetic field to name a few. These experiences left me in
awe of people working in STEM, and has made me excited for what the future may hold.
Additionally, we participated in workshops and discussions in critical thinking, robotics, drones, engineers without borders and much more. These hands on experiences made STEM feel so much more tangible, and made
me realise how much we will be able to achieve in future to make the world a better place.
The thing I found most surprising about NYSF was the support from the staff and students around me. The
environment was always comfortable and relaxed, and I felt I had friends everywhere. The staff members
looked after us, embarrassed themselves constantly to entertain us, and cheered us up and motivated us when
we were tired. We all felt like family after NYSF, events like the Disco, Swing Dancing, the NYSF Olympics and
passion pitches ensured this. Despite not being STEM related, these activities are what made sure I got the
most out of NYSF, as I felt like part of a community and was always beyond enthused to be there.
After a hectic week, the program closed by making sure we felt prepared to go into our futures. With workshops
like Beyond Year 12, and StemPowerment I can only say I feel an immense sense of hope for our futures.
NYSF helped us make connections with STEM companies and people working in the field through Speed Date
a Scientist, Partners Day, and the Science Dinner so we will never feel like we have to go out on a limb. NYSF
opened up a plethora of opportunities for everyone who attended, it is only up to us to use them.
I mentioned before I was in the interest group named after Miriam Mirzakhani. Miriam was an Iranian mathematician who died at the age of 40. She is applauded for her work on many theories, and as a professor at Stanford. Mirzakhani is someone I didn’t know existed before NYSF, and is now a significant role model for me. I
think this sums up NYSF perfectly, it has
opened my eyes to a whole new world.
And I am very excited for its future.
I cannot thank the Rotary Club of
Flemington Kensington, the Toyota
Foundation and the Federal Government
for the financial support and
encouragement which has allowed me to
attend NYSF.
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Alex Langley Brisbane 8th to 18th January Brisbane.
On the 8th of January 2020, myself and around 200 other lucky year 12s arrived at the University of
Queensland in Brisbane for session B of the National Youth Science Forum. I was extremely excited for the
event, but I had no idea just how much my time there would change my life.
At the NYSF, I had the privilege to go on four ‘STEM Visits’, which were half-day long tours and interactive
activities at various research labs, institutes and companies across the Brisbane area.
The most notable was a trip to Boeing’s training facility, where myself and others were able to use one of their
multi-million dollar, fully fledged flight simulators they routinely use to train new pilots. I was also given the
privilege to attend a ‘Specialist Lecture’ of my choosing, so I attended one on Biomedical Engineering, a career
path I have a unique interest in. Being able to hear first hand from an expert in the field about the qualifications
needed, challenges and employment opportunities was an invaluable experience.
On session 3, I got to meet the thirteen other people in my ‘Interest Group’, along with a multitude of other
people, including many of the amazing ‘staffies’. The friendships I formed and the connections I made will last
with me for years into the future and are ones I will forever cherish.
Staying in dormitories at Emmanuel College with my peers and spending the majority of my time on campus
gave me a unique insight into the university lifestyle, which is priceless knowledge heading into starting a
course in 2021.
The 10 days I spent on the NSYF was, without a doubt, the most eye opening and simultaneously enjoyable
experience of my life. The person who left Brisbane is more confident, passionate and educated than the one
who arrived, by far.
I can’t say thank you enough to Rotary and Toyota for sponsoring me and giving me the privilege to
experience such an incredible and invaluable experience. Your support of the National Youth Science Forum
demonstrates a commitment to helping support the upcoming scientists of my generation and future ones to
come. I greatly appreciate such efforts and I feel comforted knowing myself and others my age have the
support provided.
Thank you so much.
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Ella Klassen, Canberra, January 1st to 6th
On January 1st 2020, I was lucky enough to have the privilege to go to Canberra for the National Youth
Science Forum session A at the Australian National University. The NYSF program was originally supposed to
last for eleven days but unfortunately, our trip had to be cut short due to the heavy smoke and low air quality
due to the bushfires. Despite the fact that I didn’t get to spend the full time at the NYSF, I still had an amazing
experience that has changed my life.
Unfortunately, many of the STEM visits that I was looking forward to ended up being cancelled due to the
smoke but I still went to Questacon, which is a science museum in Canberra that ended up being one of my
favourite experiences. In addition to this, I also got to attend heaps of lectures and talks from scientists around
Australia and around the world which included a video conference with someone who visits Antarctica regularly
for microbe research and a talk from the CEO on critical thinking. One of my favourite lectures was one that
was done by a scientist who was doing research on bushfires across the world but mainly focused on Australia.
I think research like that is extremely important, especially now due to the fact the fire season has lasted much
longer than usual this year and last year and the fact that climate change is still a massive issue that we as a
society need to do more about.
As well as learning heaps about careers in science, the NYSF also gave an insight on what it's like to be a university student. At the session, past students acted as staffies (the people who looked after us and took us
around Canberra) which gave me a great insight into what options I have for after school. As well as this, we
stayed in the dormitories at Burgmann college which was a look into what it would be like to live in a dorm full
time (I have decided that I do not want to live in a dorm).
Meeting scientists, going to STEM visits and attending lectures were all amazing opportunities but my favourite
thing about the entire National Youth Science Forum experience was the people that I met there. The entire
time I was in Canberra I was surrounded by 200 other like-minded year 12s that all were all as interested in
science and the future as I was. At the NYSF, everyone was split into groups of around fourteen people that
were called interest groups based on our choice science. I was in the chemistry group called Cornforth, named
after John Cornforth, an Australian scientist who focused on organic chemistry. Everyday our interest groups
would meet and do activities together and by the end we were all super close and we’re already planning to
meet up sometime during this year.
NYSF is something I don’t know if I would have had the opportunity to go to if I wasn’t supported financially.
Thank you so much for this amazing opportunity to learn more about and pursue something that I love. It's so
important for young people, particularly young women to be supported in pursuing a career in science
especially due to the issues
currently in the world today that
can only be helped or stopped
by science, like bushfires, global
warming and the prevention of
various diseases.
Experiencing the National Youth
Science Forum has totally
changed the trajectory of my life
and I will never forget the
experiences I had, the people I
met and the generosity of Rotary, Toyota. and the Australian
Government.
Thank you so much!
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2020 Arts Festival
The Team has met several times now and jobs have been allocated.

Director
Assistant Directors
Secretary
Treasurer
Grants Writer
Grant writing Ass
Environmental/Sustainability

Anne Heyes
Anne McMahon, Jon Temby, Lyn Borghouts
Lesley McCarthy
Edith Chen
Anne McMahon
Rachel Antonik
Anne McMahon

Publicity has commenced and volunteers are now needed to take on some roles.
Volunteers are needed Tuesday 22nd to Sunday 27th:
Sponsors, Silent Auction items, logistics, gala catering, Show administration and stewards, 18 Anthony
Street musicians and performers program.
Tuesday 22nd 10am to 6pm —Art Boards set up and artworks delivered and hung.
Wednesday 23rd 10am to 6pm — Curating of artworks and judging.
Thursday 24th 10am to 10pm— Placing awards on artworks, set up for Gala, Opening Gala Night.
Friday 25th Grand Final Public Holiday. 9am to 5pm—Art Show Open. Quilting and botanical workshops.
Saturday 26th AFL Grand Final. 9am to 4pm—Art Show Open. Drawing and pottery workshops.
Sunday 27th 9am to 5pm—Art Show Open. Stitches and embroidery workshops.
Art works collected. Art boards packed up.

What can you do? What will you do?
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The primary objective of the newly formed Environmental Sustainability
Committee is to develop greater awareness of the state of our environment and help Clubs with existing and future environmental programs.
With the environmental and wildlife destruction in the recent bushfires, the
formation of the District Committee could not be more timely. Clubs have the opportunity to respond to the
heightened community awareness with relevant environmental projects aimed at restoring the ecosystem.
Environmental projects have the potential to increase community engagement and participation in Club
activities that will generate new energy and future leadership. As a member of the wider Environmental
Sustainability Rotarian Action Group (ESRAG), the Committee is tasked with the responsibility of assisting
Clubs with ideas and initiatives for new, relevant hands-on projects or develop existing ones further.
The Committee is co-chaired by John McCaskill
( john@jmcresources.com.au) and Fabienne Nichol (fabes.n@bigpond.net.au).
rotarydistrict9800.org.au/sitepage/community-service/environmental-sustainability
https://www.esrag.org/
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We have nominated Lucinda from Ascot Vale Special School and it would be great if other members could attend. The event is free {with lunch} and is a wondaful opportunity
to see how Rotary encourages and supports people with a disability who make a contribution to society.
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Three opportunities to make a World of Difference
in Cambodia 2021
3rd - 16th January - Skills Transfer Tour
10th-22nd January - Working Together (Hands On) Tour
16th–31st January - Humanitarian and Cultural Immersion Tour

SKILLS TRANSFER TOUR
Local teachers in two remote communities have identified that without professional development they struggle to maintain enthusiasm and contemporary knowledge. We will gently assist in classroom mentoring, dental hygiene lessons, hand and toilet hygiene and safe water
assessments.
Contact tour leader Bronwyn Stephens 0410 324 537 or bronstephens@gmail.com

WORKING TOGETHER (HANDS ON) TOUR
Rotary Chadstone East Malvern is leading a World of Difference to the village of La’ak about 3
hours out of Siem Reap. The tour will involve focused project work in one village with a mix
of intense hands on work and relaxation back in Siem Reap.
Project activities in La’ak will be selected from the four-year village transformation plan managed by Build Your Future Today (Cambodian NGO led by Cambodians). You will be immersed in village life in very remote Cambodia where the standard of facilities is so low that
we need to stay in the nearest regional centre.
Contact tour leader Paul Rake 0409 937 080 or paul.rake@bigpond.com

HUMANITARIAN & CULTURAL IMMERSION
TOUR
Rotary Hawthorn will explore several volunteering opportunities as well as historical and cultural unique aspects of Cambodia for 14 days. Participants will journey from Phnom Penh to
Kampong Speu then fly to Siem Reap where Kulen Phnom an ancient wonder of the world in
Angor Wat awaits.
Contrasts from day to day on this trip range from volunteering in remote schools, developing
safe water programs, building toilets and exploring a possible global grant orthopaedic medical
facility. Places are very limited on this tour
Contact tour leader Katrina Flinn 0417 475 415 or katrinaflinn@gmail.com
As with all World of Difference trips every dollar is used in Cambodia direct to fund
project endeavours. This Rotary District 9800 Managed Project news can be found at
www.wod.org.au or https://www.facebook.com/WODHT
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CLUB CALENDAR
DATE

EVENT

LOCATION

CONTACT

Saturday 29th February

Celebration of the 600th
Container 10am-3pm

Donations in Kind
Somerville Road
West Footscray

Dik.vic.rotary@gmail.com

Wednesday 4th March

Fortnightly Meeting
CLUB FORUM

Crown Street Stables
Anne Heyes
40 Crown Street Flemington nnheyes@yahoo.com.au
7.30am
0407 444 729

Thursday 5th March

Women in Rotary
International Womens Day
Breakfast 7am to 9am

Palladium at Crown
Melbourne

www.rotaryiwdbreakfast.org.au/

Tuesday 10th March

International Womens Day
Breakfast 7am to 9am

Moonee Valley Council
The Clocktower
Moonee Ponds

Please let Lesley know if
you would like to attend a
very different event. We
have boked 2 tables.

Saturday 14th March

RORP Container loading

Donations in Kind
Somerville Road

Sam Nicol

Shine On Awards

The Uniting Church Halk
Anderson Creek Road
Doncaster East 1pm
West Footscray

ettyleal@bigpond.net.au
0438079475

Vocational Service Seminar

The Montague School,
South Melbourne

vocational
@rotarydistrict9800.org.au

Wednesday 18th March

Fortnightly Meeting
Guest Speaker TBC

Crown Street Stables
Anne Heyes
40 Crown Street Flemington nnheyes@yahoo.com.au
7.30am
0407 444 729

Saturday 22nd March

Flemington Traders
Harmony Day/Cultural Day
Popcorn & Fairy Floss

Pridham Plaza
Racecourse Road
4pm to 8pm

Allan Bruno
0438 557 720

Friday 27th to Sunday 29th
March

District Conference

Ulumbarra Theatre
10 Gaol Road, Bendigo,
Victoria 3550

www.trybooking.com/book/
event?eid=520299&

Wednesday 1st April

Fortnightly Meeting
Guest Speaker TBC

Crown Street Stables
Anne Heyes
40 Crown Street Flemington nnheyes@yahoo.com.au
7.30am
0407 444 729

Friday 10th to Sunday 12th
April

Easter celebrations
Are you

looking for a role?
Do you have 2 hours per week to give?
President Elect 2019-2020
International Service Chair
BBQ Coordinator
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The Rotary Club of Flemington meets for breakfast on a Wednesday morning,
7.15am for a 7.30 start. Meetings conclude by 8.45am.
Link to Google Map
We meet at the Crown Street Stables,
40 Crown Street, just off Racecourse Road near the
roundabout at Epsom and Ascot Vale Roads.

Rotary International
President Mark Daniel
Maloney, Rotary Club of
Decatur, Alabama, USA

Rotary International
Zone 8 Director, Rafael
Garcia, Rotary Club of
Pasig, Philippines

Contact us at:

rotaryflemington.org.au/

Rotary District 9800 Governor Grant Hocking,
OAM Rotary Club of Woodend

Flemington Opportunity Shop
—444 Racecourse Road, Flemington.
Manager: Sam Nicol 0475 866 086
Werribee Fit4 Use Store
—2/135 Railway Ave, Werribee.
Manager—Lorry Rowe 0403 323 512
Secretary@rotaryflemington.org.au

Assistant Governor Ian Ada, Rotary Club of
Carlton

Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/rotaryflemington
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