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When I became President this year, I was
quite fascinated to know that Jennifer
Jones’ chosen theme for her Rotary World
President’s year was ‘IMAGINE ROTARY’

How I thought, are we as a Club going to
embrace such a request? Some will
remember my first Hot Air when I told you
about my little language student James To
who imagined himself in a rocket going to
the moon. 

Then I told the story of my Russian Child
Psychiatrist student who, couldn’t ever
imagine himself practising in Australia.
Then, with both of us thinking beyond the
square, we were able to get him a place at
the Mater Children’s Hospital observing
Australian doctors. We imagined ‘big’. 

Last week I saw from our club, the epitome
of Imagining Rotary. I was chatting to our
‘friend’ of club Noela Phillips about our work
in Rotary, especially our work in Tanzania. 
 Noela was explaining to me about the little 

albino boy whom she has been assisting
with learning for some time. 

As Noela spoke to me I saw her being light
up& her eyes shine (she didn’t know I was
gazing!!) She mentioned the other ways she
would like to help him as he struggled with
a harder curriculum….technical gadgets
which could help his vision, other resources
suggested by Vision Australia, help from
Physiologist Louise Arvier, anything she
could source to help this little man get an
education & overcome his terrible disability. 

Her imagination was running wild to
envisage what this child could be with
Rotary’s help! A little child, so far away, but
embraced with such love.

Noela, you are an inspiration & exactly what
Jennifer Jones meant when she decided to
share her theme, IMAGINE ROTARY.

Thank you for being one of us!
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27 OCT Melbourne Cup Event

1 INTERNATIONAL TOAST

Today we toast the Rotary Club of
Astana - Kazakhstan. The club
meets every Wednesday at 7:00 PM.
They inaugurated its first inclusive
playground. Named Kunshyaq or
“Sunshine,” the playground has spe-

DEVELOPMENT  

03 NOV Stephen Beckett 

cialized swings, ramps, merry-go-rounds, and other
equipment to accommodate children with and without
disabilities and instill values of tolerance and empathy.

Hosted by Kit Bennett

Brisbane Airport



Wonderful meeting with our amazing Noela Philips sharing about Tanzania and the
progress that touches our hearts, complete with some members wearing their
traditional clothing.

Up and Coming Guest Speakers
Great opportunity to invite guests

Last Week's Meeting



Bill Phillips shared Rotary of Brisbane High-Rise's involvement with Mamba School.

Seeing we are off to visit the Mamba School, located on the lower slopes of Mount
Kilimanjaro in Tanzania, in early January it’s worth reviewing our involvement with the
school featuring a series of projects over the last 12 years or so. It all started through a
visit by Noela Phillips to the school in early 2007. The deplorable state of school
facilities and the total lack of school resources were clearly apparent. 

Our first project was the provision of a water tank; the school had no water supply; the
children had a lengthy hike each day to fetch water. The tank was financed out of the
sale of Melbourne Cup trifecta tickets; this was the first of many packs of tickets sold to
provide the seed money to fund the various projects.

The first Club visit to the school occurred in 2012; this led to the provision of funds (four
packs of trifecta tickets were sold that year) to build a new classroom. 

We then “discovered” the availability of District and Global grants which meant the
funds we generated had a considerable multiplier effect. We initiated a grant
application which turned $12k available through Club resources into a $37K project.
This money financed the building of two new classrooms, a new kitchen(plus provision
of cooking facilities such as fuel – efficient stoves), a library and a new toilet block.

One of the conditions for grant approval was the need for a local Rotary Club to
partner in the project. We were fortunate, after a lengthy search, to secure contact
with the Rotary Club of Mkuu Rombo.  Mamba School is located in the District of
Rombo. This Club through one of its members, Kimario, project managed all our
building projects subject to grant approval.

Following another High – Rise visit in 2017 the idea of building a dining hall for the
school originated. (by Russell!) This prompted another grant application which was
approved and led to our biggest single project at the school. The dining hall morphed
into a community hall that could seat 450 people (comfortably). The hall was
completed in early 2019 and now not only serves the needs of the school but also the
local community.

Our latest project was to build an additional new toilet block. The facilities that existed
at that time, although new, were insufficient to serve the needs of the whole school
community. The funding for this project was supported by a District grant.

Building projects are not the only support we have given the Mamba school. Aided by
another District grant we connected electricity to the school in 2016. Another little
project was to supply all the kids in the school with school jumpers (it gets quite cold
on the slopes of Kilimanjaro). Through individual donations we also furnished the
community hall with desks and seating.

On each of the five occasions that we visited Mamba school we took teaching
resources and aids. In 2019 we provided sufficient resources for every student in the
school to last through the year.

The consequence of this support for the Mamba school is best highlighted in teaching
outcomes. In Tanzania children sit for a national public exam at the end of Year 7.
Passing is conditional to move on to high school. At the start of the High – Rise
involvement in the school the pass rate was 15%; it is now more than 90%. That’s the
High – Rise impact on this one little school.

Mamba Primary School Project—Tanzania



This new piece of equipment is on its way to Happy Valley. Made possible by a grant
from our Rotary District.

PHF recipient Winston Williams and Russell Postle from High-Rise at the training day
last Tuesday.

St James College Annual Awards Presentation Evening

Here are some highlights from the 2022
St James College Annual Awards
Presentation Evening, as shared by
Margot Baillie.

Last night I had the honour of
representing High-Rise at the St James
College Annual Awards Presentation
evening. It was such amazing display of
diversity, inclusivity and
accomplishments by the students in
many spheres.The energy in the hall was
fantastic. We were treated to wonderful 

cultural dance and song performances,and
the School Vice Captain even slipped in a
few corny jokes to entertain us. I met with
3 student leaders who participated in the
Rotary Peace Advocacy program.
They were very positive about their
experience and commented that this
program had helped them in their pathway
to becoming student leaders. About 20 to
30 students participated in the program
which was conducted online with the
Scottish creators of the program. Thanks
to Bill Phillips for facilitating this program in
conjunction with Catherine Bonifant of the
Gold Coast.

When the futsal team members came on
stage I thought of Tina and how much she
loved playing futsal at Jimmies.

They now have a cafe at the school which
would be worth trying out.

Thanks to Ann Rebgetz for inviting our club
to join in this great celebration of the
school’s achievements in 2022.

New Piece of Equipment 



Eliminate Malaria – Make a better world!
Some of Australia’s leading, internationally recognised malaria scientists will present the results of their
research at the 2022 National Ram Conference in Brisbane on 22-23 October and volunteer Rotarians
will report on the real and practical progress they are making towards elimination of malaria in partner
countries: Papua New Guinea, Solomon Islands, Timor Leste (and West Timor to limit cross border
infection) and Vanuatu. These are the projects made possible by your support to RAM.

Register now: Seize this unique opportunity (the RAM Conference is only hosted in Brisbane every 3–6
years)

Act now and save on the 2023
Rotary International Convention

The convention promises to be an inspirational
event, with distinguished speakers, energizing
breakout sessions, and abundant opportunities
to brainstorm ideas for Doing Good in the
World with Rotary and Rotaract members
from around the globe. 

Register now to get a reduced rate, and
encourage your friends to do the same. This
offer expires 15 December. 

Congratulations!
This is Rukia Yvonne's sponsored student at St
Jude’s from 2009 to 2019. She has just
graduated from University with a Bachelor
Degree in Wildlife Science and Conservation.

https://events.humanitix.com/2022-ram-national-conference
https://events.humanitix.com/2022-ram-national-conference
https://events.humanitix.com/2022-ram-national-conference
https://convention.rotary.org/en/melbourne?cid=mkt_ic23_20220604_eml_ad_mem_1_junpromo_na
https://convention.rotary.org/en/melbourne?cid=mkt_ic23_20220604_eml_ad_mem_1_junpromo_na


District News

Save the Date for Rotary BHRRotary Conference 2023

Hamilton the Musical Hamlin High Tea

https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing?eid=880113&


Rotary Parkrun

A free, fun, and friendly weekly 5k
community event. Walk, jog, run,
volunteer or spectate – it's up to you!

A Google sheet is created for
everyone who wants to volunteer.

Just go to the link (control and
click) and add your name where
you are willing to be involved -
close (No need to save) and Bryce
will let the park run organizers know
you will be there. 

Link to Google Sheet:
Roster for Rotary at Parkrun

Helpful links to explain how to be involved:
https://www.parkrun.com.au/stonescorner/

Announcements

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1dIh3613i5skWOz_sAXc7pNoGg7Lep_eP_fCWt6cETSY/edit#gid=0
https://www.parkrun.com.au/stonescorner/

