
The Presidential Point:

I’m writing this in the early hours of the morning waiting for a 
flight to Iaguzu Falls. Deb and I have been in Chile and 
Argentina for well over a week. We will be on board the boat to 
Antarctica by the time you read this.

I have just realised we hadn’t seen or heard a reference to 
Rotary until the recent Hot Air was distributed - great to see all 
the photos of our Rotary experiences toward the end of 2024 
and hope you all had a great break over Christmas.

It’s terrific we are delivering the flowers for Valentines Day 
once again and for those who are new to the Club if you enjoy 
walking and a few laughs see Margot and put your name down 
to help.

Welcome back home Hugh and I’m sure everyone will love 
hearing your stories (those that you are willing to tell) when 
you can attend one of our Thursday meetings.

Jane Andersen

International Toast:
Rotary Club of 
Chimbote Buenos 
Aires, Argentina
See Page 4

HOT AIR
30 Jan 2025 — Vocational Service Month

hotair@rotarybrisbanehighrise.com

Rotary Grace:  For the fellowship of Rotary we give our thanks.

Upcoming Meetings & Events
Thu 30 Jan Weekly Meeting @ United Service Club - RSVP

Club Assembly
Thu 06 Feb Weekly Meeting @ United Service Club - RSVP

Katja Fisher, Scabies Lab, QIMR Berghofer
Thu 13 Feb Weekly Meeting @ United Service Club - RSVP

Craig Wappett
Fri 14 Feb Valentines Day Flower Delivery – RSVP

Deliveries in the city, 8am start 
Thu 20 Feb Weekly Meeting @ United Service Club - RSVP

Gemma Sisia & John Stanley, School of St Jude
Thu 27 Feb Weekly Meeting @ United Service Club - RSVP

Club Assembly

Australia Day Honours

BIG NEWS! 
Our very own Russell Postle 

has been recognised in the 
2025 Australian Day 

Honours as a Member of the 
Order of Australia (AM). 

For more info on the awards and full list of recipients visit 
the website:

https://www.gg.gov.au/australia-day-2025-honours-list

To read more about Russell’s commitment to service 
over so many years click here.

Also recognised was Mu’ooz 
restaurant founder Saba 

Abraham for her service to 
African communities in Australia.

Duty Roster
REMEMBER:    If you won’t be there that day then 

it’s your responsibility to arrange a replacement
 Setup, Greeter & Closedown Chair
Thu 30 Jan Dylys B David B
Thu 6 Feb David B Ann Maree Bu
Thu 13 Feb Ann Maree Bu Tom D
Thu 20 Feb Tom D Robyn D
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A great meeting & really good presentation by Gary 
Mortimer – it will make us all think about what we are 
buying and where we are buying it.
Alex, a potential new member, attended & we look forward 
to seeing him again soon.
Susan Rix had visitors from Stratford-Upon-Avon - Jacqué, 
first met Susan’s family when she came to Ballina on a 
Rotary Group Study program in 1999 and this is her 6th 
visit to Australia.

Valentines Day Flower Deliveries

When: Friday 14th February
Time: 8am for Induction, Deliveries commence 9am
Location: Queen Adelaide Building, 90-112 Queen St

Via Burnett Lane. 
Bring: Good walking shoes, a hat and a water bottle  
The delivery dock area will again be available for vehicles 
to be able to load.  Let Margot Baillie know if you can help.

Last Week’s Meeting
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Maternity Africa Care Packs Project – Bill & Noela’s Visit

Bill and Noela with Dr Doreen (seated) and 
Magdellene (standing) the Social Worker who will be 

responsible for distributing the care packs.

Copenhagen & new addition to the (Rotary) family
Heather and I have been freezing in Copenhagen from 
the beginning of the year, meeting the new addition to 
our family, Ian & Rachael’s daughter Sadie (our first 
grandchild), and travelling a little.  Zoe also joined us 
for part of the time.
We also took the opportunity to catch up with Jonna, 
who was the inbound exchange student from Sweden 
back in 2007. She is now a Vet in Sweden, has 2 
children, and came over to Copenhagen for a quick 
catchup visit.       Steve Knight

Jonna, Zoe & Heather beside a canal in Copenhagen, with a rare clear afternoon and sunset. Top right: Ian, Jonna and Sadie
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St Jude’s Christmas Card

Last Week’s Storm over Brisbane

Photos by Bill Leveritt of the 24 Jan storm over Briosbane

This week is we are celebrating the:
Rotary Club Chimbote Buenos Aires, Argentina

International Toast

A historic day for the Rotary Club Chimbote Buenos Aires, as we 
have achieve the roof raising of our long-awaited institutional 
premises. 
This important step has been achieved during the period of our 
president Flor Tamayo, with the valuable support of the partners 
Luis Rengifo, Nico Gordon, Jorge Benites and all the members of the 
club, as well as the joint work with Rotaract and Interact Chimbote 
Buenos Aires, who with their energy and Commitment has been key 
to making this dream a reality.
We are closer than ever to having a space of our own to continue 
building hope and solidarity!    Link to view their facebook page

https://www.facebook.com/rotaryclubchimbotebuenosaires
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2025 marks the 
50th  Anniversary of 3rd Space 
and we would like to invite you to 
celebrate this momentous 
occasion with us at our 
Gala Dinner on 
Thursday 27 March 2025 at The 
Calile Hotel.
Enjoy an evening filled with 
entertainment, raffles and 
auctions. 
Our Anniversary Gala Dinner will 
be an opportunity for us to not 
only recognise the achievements 
of 3rd Space over the past 50 
years, but also raise much 
needed funds to continue the 
activities provided by 3rd Space 
to those experiencing, or at risk 
of, homelessness.
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Our 20 Feb meeting will be a not-
to-be-missed special event:
Gemma Sisia with her 2019 

alumni and emerging entrepreneur 
John Stanley will be speaking.

Invite your family and friends – get 
the message out now!

We also need donations of raffle 
prizes  – bring them to our 

meetings up to Thursday 13 Feb
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www.schoolofstjude.org

John Stanley
St Jude’s Class of 2019 and Emerging Entrepreneur

John Stanley is a Tanzanian entrepreneur, speaker, environmental advocate, and a 
proud alum of The School of St Jude. His academic journey began in 2007 when he 
joined St Jude’s in Standard 1, and he spent the next 13 years growing within the 
school’s supportive environment.

During his time at St Jude’s, John demonstrated strong leadership and a passion for 
environmental conservation. He was elected as the Environment Prefect in the student 
government, served as president of the Malihai Club (a club focused on environmental 
conservation and wildlife management), and excelled academically, winning awards as 
the Best Student in Geography and General Studies in his final year.

John’s outstanding academic achievements and community service track record 
earned him a prestigious scholarship to the African Leadership University in Mauritius. 
While at university, he co-founded Zona Enterprise, an environmental conservation 
start-up revolutionising waste management and agriculture practices in Tanzania.

In December 2023, John received two prestigious awards - Environmental 
Sustainability and Entrepreneurial Spirit - at the Mastercard Foundation Scholars 
Award Gala. That same year, he was selected as one of the top 100 youth at the 
Youth4Climate Change event in Rome followed by more international awards and 
funding to expand his work.

Currently, John is back in Tanzania, driving the growth of his start-up by pioneering 
solutions that convert food and organic waste into high-quality organic fertilizers. 
Beyond his entrepreneurial pursuits, John is a passionate mentor, empowering 
young people to pursue entrepreneurial ventures and advocate for environmental 
sustainability. His influence has directly impacted over 3,000 young people, and he  
has helped more than 450 secure externships with Fortune 1000 companies in the U.S.



To grow as a club we need to grow our 
membership, and to do that we need to let people 
know who we are and about the good that we do in 
the world, whilst enjoying ourselves!  

One of the best ways to get our message out is via 
social media - Facebook, LinkedIn and Instagram - 
and to invite people to follow those pages.  So, if 
you do not already follow us on those pages then 
please do that now, and then invite your friends or 
associates to follow us.

Note the slight difference in format for our name 
on each platform:
Rotary Club of Brisbane Highrise on LinkedIn
Rotary Club of Brisbane High-Rise on Facebook
rotarybrisbanehighrise on Instagram

Anne-Maree Bennett
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Help our club GROW >>> Facebook - LinkedIn - Instagram

FACEBOOK
Step 1 - Pic 1:
Like the page then press the 3 dots (…)

Step 2 - Pic 2:
Press Invite friends which will come up 
with the names of all your Facebook 
friends and you can select who to invite.  
Facebook will tell you if you have reached 
a limit for the day and then you can invite 
more later.

LinkedIn
Step 1:
Press Follow if you are not 
already following. 

Step 2:
Invite your LinkedIn 
connections.  You are allowed 
250 invitations per month.  If 
any of those then Follow us, 
you will be able to invite the 
same number people who 
have accepted your invitation 
within that month.  You can 
then invite 250 more people 
the next month and so on.

INSTAGRAM
Step 1:
Search for rotarybrisbanehighrise 

Step 2:
Press Follow to receive Instagram 
updates


