
Rotary Grace: For the fellowship of Rotary, we give our thanks.

HOT AIR
17 September 2026 — Basic Education and Literacy Month

hotair@rotarybrisbanehighrise.com

International Toast:
The Rotary Club of 
Sarnia-Bluewaterland, 
Ontario, Canada
See Page 4

We acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land
on which we meet today, the Yuggera and Turrbal people,

and pay our respect to their elders past and present.

Upcoming Meetings & Events
Thu 17 Sep Weekly Meeting @ United Service Club – RSVP

Gary Lindsay, Bloodbikes Australia
Sat 19 Sep 3pm Sip & Stick Fellowship Afternoon – RSVP

Fellowship and wine labelling
Thu 24 Sep Weekly Meeting @ United Service Club – RSVP

Club Assembly
Thu 01 Oct Weekly Meeting @ United Service Club – RSVP

 Bethany Conroy

The President's Post
What Was
Last week we welcomed Dr Grace Maano, who spoke to us about 
Saving Mothers and Babies Through Skills, Partnerships & Rotary. 
Through dedication to obstetrics, valuing human life and utilising 
Rotary Global Grants, Dr Grace is another amazing human whose 
action and ideas 'Create Lasting Impact' through Rotary. Dr Grace 
has so much energy and was busy connecting ideas and people 
before, during and after our meetings. 

What Is
As we continue through Basic Education and Literacy Month, we are 
reminded of the many ways Rotary can help create opportunities 
and strengthen our communities. It is also wonderful to have 
opportunities to come together outside our regular meetings, with 
our Sip & Stick Fellowship Afternoon happening this Saturday, 19 
September. I hope many of you can join us for an afternoon of good 
company, good faith, a little creativity and plenty of laughs.
What Will Be
This week we are delighted to welcome Peter Davis from Bloodbikes 
Australia. Peter founded Bloodbikes Australia in 2019 after being 
inspired by the Bloodbikes movement in the UK. What began as a 
volunteer service in Brisbane has grown to more than 400 volunteers 
across Australia, providing free, last-resort medical transport to 
healthcare providers. I am looking forward to hearing more about 
this wonderful volunteer initiative and the difference it makes in 
supporting our healthcare system. I hope you can join us for what 
promises to be another fascinating morning.

What Could Be
RYLA 2027 – Invest in Tomorrow's Leaders: Sponsor a young adult 
(20–30) for the Rotary Youth Leadership Award, Lake Cooby, 17–23 
January 2027. Limited to 40 participants, and run alongside Districts 
9640 and 9560.

Since 1959, RYLA has built leadership, citizenship and personal 
growth skills through seven days of challenge, mentorship and 
connection with like-minded peers from business, education, 
government and community sectors. 

Give someone in our community a transformative week of self-
discovery and leadership development. Rotary Brisbane High-Rise is 
committed to Sponsoring an applicant - so reach out to those you 
know who might value the opportunity. 
See Page 2 for more info and a QR code for applications.

In Fellowship & Service, Cindy Kemp

Last Week’s Meeting

Cindy Kemp, Guest Speaker Grace Maano & Bill Phillips

Loretta Lynch & Ros Mumford

Dr Grace Maano spoke to us about the amazing work she has 
done, and continues to do, training doctors , midwives & 
nurses in remote locations around the world to reduce 
preventable maternal deaths in childbirth by being trained 
and ready to act quickly.  To view her presentation click here.

Loretta again, this time not 
winning the Joker Draw,

& Russell Postle

mailto:hotair@rotarybrisbanehighrise.com
mailto:apologies@rotarybrisbanehighrise.com?subject=RSVP%20for%20Weekly%20Meeting
mailto:deb@nannanerd.com?subject=RSVP%20for%20Sip%20&%20Stick&%20Stic&%20Sti&%20St&%20S&%20&&%20Stick&%20Stic&%20Sti&%20St&%20S&%20&&%20Stick%20Meeting&%20Stic%20Meeting&%20Sti%20Meeting&%20St%20Meeting&%20S%20Meeting&%20%20Meeting&%20Meeting
mailto:apologies@rotarybrisbanehighrise.com?subject=RSVP%20for%20Weekly%20Meeting
mailto:apologies@rotarybrisbanehighrise.com?subject=RSVP%20for%20Weekly%20Meeting
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1z5wR6xC0GqEIW66IWcqO2SQ59JAWZrCg


2

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdpOR9iVRAQHFRwd2k3y0M7LEZky8IAL61al6BIPsDVkeHQLQ/viewform
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International Convention June 2027
Early Bird Tickets Open Soon and Closing Fast! 

Upcoming Events

SAVE THIS DATE
Rotary District 9620 Conference 2027

March 12 - 14, 2027
The Pavilion Conference and Reception Centre, Gympie

OBJECT OF ROTARY
The Object of Rotary is to encourage and foster the 
ideal of service as a basis of worthy enterprise and, 
in particular, to encourage and foster:
1 The development of acquaintance as an 

opportunity for service;
2 High ethical standards in business and 

professions; the recognition of the worthiness of 
all useful occupations; and the dignifying of each 
Rotarian’s occupation as an opportunity to serve 
society;

3 The application of the ideal of service in each 
Rotarian’s personal, business and community life;

4 The advancement of international understanding, 
goodwill and peace through a world fellowship of 
business and professional persons united in the 
ideal of service.

BIT.LY/RSP26-TICKETS
BIT.LY/RSP26-TICKETS
http://convention.rotary.org/en-us/registration
http://convention.rotary.org/en-us/registration
https://rotary9620.org/sitepage/2027-conference/


Board Members 2026-27
President Cindy Kemp
Past President Greg Beard
President Elect Ann Maree Buttner
Secretary Ann Maree Buttner
Treasurer Loretta Lynch
Community Projects Jane Andersen
Marketing Taking applications
Membership Deb Le Garde
Rotary Foundation Susan Rix
Youth Taking applications
Assisted By:
Rotaract Liaisons David Bunce & Lindsay Marshall
Fellowship Margot Baillie
Speaker Liaison Dylys Bertelsen
Administration Rosemary Meadows
Hot Air Steve Knight

Duty Roster
REMEMBER:  If you won’t be there on the day then 
it’s your responsibility to arrange a replacement

 Setup, Greeter, Closedown Chair Cashier
Thu 17 Sep  Rob O'D Kym McC Lindsay M
Thu 24 Sep  Ros M  Rob O’D Cindy K
Thu 01 Oct Bill P  Ros M Susan R
Thu 08 Oct Debra H  Bill P Greg P
Thu 15 Oct Wendy P Debra H Jennifer E
Thu 22 Oct Yvonne R Wendy P Russell P

4

International Toast
This week we are celebrating:

The Rotary Club of Sarnia-Bluewaterland, Ontario, Canada

The annual used book sale of the Rotary Club of 
Sarnia-Bluewaterland has been a fixture for more than 25 years. 
“We realized we were in this because we loved books, we wanted 
to encourage others in the community to access great books at a 
reasonable price, and, yes, it was a wonderful way to generate 
funds to support local nonprofits,” says coordinator Dale Wilcox. 

In January, the sale raised more than US$42,000, with leftover 
books being distributed to several organizations and groups, 
including a Canadian Armed Forces unit stationed in Latvia. 
“Troops are already digging into the massive collection and 
finding a good book to keep at their bedside or take into the 
field,” Lt. Col. Colleen Grebstad reported in a letter to the club.

Susan Rix in Germany catching up with her 
Youth Exchange host sister

Yvonne Robson traipsing 
around Ireland

International Travellers – food theme!

Rob O’Donovan in Japan renewing his acquaintance 
with  Spam and enjoying pastries


