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Executive Director, Cassy Horton Speakes to our Club July 13, 2023  
 

Pickles Group’s mission is to provide free peer-to-peer support and resources to kids 
affected by their parent or guardian’s cancer.  
 
Having a parent with cancer can be a lonely, isolating experience. Pickles Group 
creates thriving communities of kids supporting kids through and beyond their 
parent’s cancer journeys. Pickles kids strengthen resilience, have fun with friends who 
get them, and heal along the way.  
 
One in twenty kids will experience a parent’s cancer diagnosis before they graduate 
high school. With more than 3 million children and teens in the U.S. who are affected, 
there is an overwhelming need for the support we provide. 
 
Cassandra (Cassy) is a nonprofit leader who has devoted her career to improving 
outcomes for kids. For a decade, she championed the needs of 130,000 students from 
all walks of life attending over 250 Los Angeles-area nonprofit charter public schools. 
As Vice President of Local Advocacy for the California Charter Schools Association, 
Cassy and her team worked closely with public officials, educators, parents and 
community organizations to advocate for policies ensuring that students received the 
academic, socio-emotional and financial support they need. Previously, she managed 
program and fundraising work at Los Angeles Team Mentoring, an afterschool 
program for middle-school kids from under-resourced communities. 
  
Cassy received her bachelor’s degree in political science and public affairs from the 
University of California, Los Angeles, and her MBA in Entrepreneurship, Strategic 
Management, and Behavioral Science from the University of Chicago Booth School of 
Business. At Booth she was a member of the selective Neubauer Civic Scholars 
Program for nonprofit and government professionals and received the Rustandy 
Center's 2022 Social Impact Leadership Award. She has served on the boards of the 
youth-focused nonprofits DYI Girls and 9Dots and is part of the Downtown Women’s 
Center Leadership Circle. Outside of work, Cassy spends her time playing rec-league 
volleyball and taking weekend road trips. 

For a Link to join this presentation, please email Rotary@NEChicagolandPassport.org 
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