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Meeting Minutes: 6/18/26   SBC Restaurant  12:15PM 
 

Welcome: 
Curran Bishop lead us in The Pledge of Allegiance. 

Dick Popolowski gave us a reverent Prayer: 
Gracious God, Thank Youu for gathering us once again in fellowship and purpose.  Bless this meal and the hands that prepared it, and bless each 

person here who gives their time, talent, and heart to make our community stronger. 

Renew in us the spirit of Service Above Self.  Help us see the needs around us with clear eyes, meet them with willing hands, and serve with humility, 

kindness, and joy. 

Guide our conversations today, strengthen our unity as Rotarians, and let the good we do ripple far beyond this room.  Amen. 

Bob Bogert easily recited The 4-Way-Test from memory.  
 

Guests/Visitors: 
Peter Bishop (Curran’s son), Adam Greenawalt, Samantha Mola, Tom Mercaldo, and Mike Olson were guests. 
 
 

Do Good: 
 Barry Bonessi is back in Milford Rotary. He has been in 3 Rotary Clubs and now he is back.  He had posted a 

picture of himself with Ron Darling in Facebook.  He explained it was an old relationship when he was in 

Queens where he ran in to Darling and Strawberry in a bar and they became friendly. 

  Dave Adams wished everyone a Happy Father's Day.  He said it is his favorite holiday because it is also the last 

day of the US Open.  He is also happy the Knicks won the NBA championship. 

  Dick was sorry he missed the last meeting but he was working on an event with Gary Opin for Beth El.  He 

thanked Gary for use of his house and thanked Jay Rowe for his support. 

  Ray Carissimi said they did an awesome job at the 5K.  He has photos posted on the website. 

  Curran was sorry he has missed some meetings and found his badge is missing. 

  Dan Smith was happy the Yankees are in first place.  He also had a great Barry Bonessi story. 

  Win Smith said the 5K was great, but really hot.  He was so last! The winner's time was 22 minute and Win's 

time was 1 hour and 23 minutes but he really enjoyed it.  When he came home his yard was full of 

Lobsters.  For a fee he can choose to inflict them one someone of his choosing. 

   Dave Adams reminded us of Rosie Ruiz who cheated to win the Boston Marathon, Win would have no problem 

with that accusation (if there was a subway line in Eisenhower Park). 

  Tom Margius said the race was amazing and noted that Win ran in military boots.  The race included 25 special 

needs kids that were very excited.  Dan gave out a lot of metals.  Great job Dan German. 

  Dana Mosora (Win’s Daughter-In-Law’s Mother) said she quit early so Win really was not last.  She said she is 

French  and she wants us to cheer when France wins the World Cup. 

  Phil Ucci said the race was great.  He also thanked all those who attended the instillation dinner.  He went to the 

Black Crows concert and saw Mark Sandillo there.  Good concert and the singer can still sing well. 

  Andy Greenawalt had a lot of joy watching the Scotts drink more celebrating the World Cup than the Irish do for 

St Patrick's day.  He said it was his birthday for his last year in the 50's. 



  Frosty Smith was happy he was not in NY for the parade. Rotary will benefit from Win at the end of the baseball 

season.  

  Bob Bogert thanked our speaker Tom Mercaldo for all he does for the community and scouting. 

  Dan German thanked everyone for all the help with race.  It was a lot of fun.  They raised about $7000 and then 

after expenses they netted about $4500.  Each year has gotten better.  We had more sponsors and more 

runners.  He expects they should get a lot of repeats. 

  Barry said it was his son Beau's 32nd birthday and to celebrate they were going to the Dew Drop Inn.  They have 

over 100 different flavors of chicken wings. 

  Lorna Sura had Grumpy Sauce for Dave from the Grumpy Dumpling food truck in Stratford. 
 

Speakers: 
  Speakers today were Tom Mercaldo and Mike Olsen from P2H (Prepare to Help).  They started with the Scouts 

in 2005.  They help people get clothes, food and shelter for those in need.  They do a lot in the 

community.  They also support the backpack program.  Mike's son is an Eagle Scout.  They have a food drive 

which developed to a ‘Pickleball to Help’ tournament.  They have grit scholarships that are based 40% on 

need,40% for those who have overcome challenges and 20% other factors.  As an example they read an 

applicant’s story.  It was a very moving story.  They thanked the club for the years of support to the Boy 

Scouts and what they do. 
 

Announcements: 
  6/18 is the next board meeting which is being held at Carrie's home at 50 Hobson Ave.  Food at 5:30 and meeting at 6:00 

  6/20 is the next Beth El service. 

  6/25 Devon Rotary instillation at Yacht club 

  6/27 3-7PM Orange Rotary Summerfest at High Plains Community Center.  They have Lobster rolls, cheese steaks and 

will have 3 bands performing. You can get tickets at Milford Performing Center.Org 

  7/29 is the wrap party at Valley Yacht club at 5:30 

  7/30 Bring the tanks to the site.  Done in the afternoon. 

  7/31 Set up Friday.  Bob will be there about 7 AM 

 8/01 The Lobster Bake -  We now have physical tickets and online tickets  Lobster roll has been added to the menu for a 

slightly different price. There will be 2 bands: 4-7PM Whabendos and 7:30-10PM Hype. Food served 4:00 -7:00 and 

after 7:00 is drinks only.  We need everyone's help to push out content online and to push tickets. 
 

Scribe:Greg Schmitt 
 

 
 

 

Board Meeting the Second Thursday, 5:30 PM social, 6 PM meeting every month unless noted otherwise 
 

 

Who’s Who for the July 1, 2025- June 30, 2026 Rotary Year 

Officers:  Sergeant-At-Arms: Dave Adams 

  
1st Year Board of Dir:  2nd Year Board of Dir:  

President – Lorna Sura  Assistant Sergeant-At-Arms: Joe Barnes 

  

Matt Fama  

\\ 

 

 

President-Elect – Bill Parry Treasurer: Tracy O’Brien 

  
Evelyn Karam Cherie Malona 

Vice President – Lise Robinson Asst Treasurer:  Adam Kasowitz   Joe Barnes Bob Bogert 

Secretary – Dick Popilowski Phil Ucci III  (Immediate Past President)  Carrie Reed Dave Adams 

Membership Chairman – 

Gary Johnson  

Beth-El meal leaders- Dave Adams     Phil Ucci III - IPP 

 

          Your Rotary Chat Team:  Scribes: Greg Schmitt & Win Smith, Jr     Setting/Editing/Circulation: Tom Margius 

Milford Rotary, PO Box 381, Milford, CT  www.milfordrotary.org 
 

Liberty is the foundational soil that allows the diverse seeds of human 

genius to grow completely free from arbitrary restriction. 
 

— John Stewart Mill  On Liberty (1859) 

 

https://www.facebook.com/events/high-plains-pavilion525-orange-center-rd-orangect/mpc-orange-rotary-present-summerfest-2026-lobster-rolls-chees-steak-and-music/1558641679152703/
https://milfordperformancecenterllc.ticketspice.com/milford-performance-center-and-orange-rotary-club-present-summerfest-2026-lobster-roll-philly-chees-seaks-and-tacht-rock-buffett-and-jam-bands
https://milfordrotary.org/events/milford-rotary-lobster-bake/
http://www.milfordrotary.org/

