Rotary Zones 26 & 27
PolioPlus Weekly Update
25 May, 2022

Note: This update is going out to all Zone 26 & 27 DG’s, DGE’s, DGN’s, District Foundation Chairs, District PolioPlus Chairs, Senior Leaders and others
who have requested to be on the mailing list . If you wish to no longer receive these updates, please let me know and we’ll remove you from the list ☹ .

Greetings Polio Warriors:

• WILD POLIO VIRUS, TYPE 1 (WPV1) - Although there was one new case
declared in Pakistan in this week’s WHO report, we had already included it
in this report last week when it came out at the last minute, just before
publishing last week’s newsletter. WHO decided to “officially” delay
reporting this case pending more information, which they have received,
and thus, reported now. However, since we had already added it to last
week’s report, our newsletter numbers remain unchanged for this week. No
other cases reported this last week.
TWENTY-THREE - The number of days since the last case of WPV1 occurred in
Pakistan (May 2nd).
SIXTY-ONE - The number of days since the last case of WPV1 occurred in
Mozambique (March 25th).
ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTY-TWO - The number of days since the last case of
WPV1 occurred in Afghanistan (January 14th).
ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-SEVEN (½ YEAR +) - The number of days since
the last case of WPV1 occurred in Malawi (November 19th, 2021).
FIVE - The total number of cases of WPV1 that has occurred in 2022 year-todate (One in Afghanistan, Three in Pakistan and 1 in Mozambique).
SIX - The total number of cases of WPV1 that occurred in 2021 (1 in Pakistan, 1
in Malawi and 4 in Afghanistan).
ONE HUNDRED AND FORTY - The total number of cases of WPV1 that
occurred in 2020.
ONE HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-SIX - The total number of cases of WPV1
that occurred in 2019.
There was one new Wild Positive Environmental Samples (ES) reported this
last week in Nangarhar province, Afghanistan, with collection taking place on

May 4th. So the total count of wild ES for 2022 is now TWO, with the other
sample having been collected in Pakistan on April 5th.

• CIRCULATING VACCINE-DERIVED POLIO - Our other battlefront in the war on
polio, the circulating Vaccine-Derived Polio (cVDPV) reported 25 new cases
this last week, with 12 occurring in Yemen, 10 in DR Congo, two in Chad and one
in Niger. This brings the total 2022 count to 102, compared to 91 last year at
this time, the first week in 2022 that saw more cases this year than last year.
There were also 7 Positive Environmental samples (ES) of the vaccinederived poliovirus reported this last week with two each from Ghana and
Djibouti, and one each from Niger, Nigeria and Somalia.

• “I FEEL THE NEED FOR SPEED”
- No, we’re not talking about Tom
Cruise in his latest “Top Gun”
release, we’re talking about
reacting to a Polio Outbreak and
the NEED FOR SPEED to quash it
within the recommended 4 month
window, as described in GPEI’s
recently updated SOPs (Standard
Operating Procedures) for
outbreak response. This is exactly what Malawi did, declaring a Public
Health Emergency immediately and springing into action. This was
followed three months later by Mozambique, which had already been part of
its neighbor Malawi’s response, when they declared their own emergency
due to an outbreak occurring in their country as well. 4.2 million children
had already been vaccinated at the time, with a planned 23 million total to
receive the vaccine in the upcoming weeks. Does it work? It has now been
over 6 months since Malawi’s case of wild polio
was discovered, and GPEI is lauding these two
“Top Gun” nations, along with neighboring
countries Tanzania, Zambia and Zimbabwe,
who are also participating in the “Need for
Speed” program, as to what must be done to
effectively quash circulation of the highly
infectious poliovirus.

• FOLLOWING THEIR APRIL, 2022 MEETING, THE INDEPENDENT
MONITORING BOARD (IMB) PUBLISHES THEIR 21ST ANNUAL
REPORT…AND JUST WHO IS THE IMB ANYWAY AND WHAT ARE
THEY ABOUT??? Transparency… and learning from our mistakes…and
our successes…is what the IMB is all about. They are an independent
board that provides an assessment on the progress, or lack of it, being
made by the GPEI (The Good, the Bad & the Ugly in keeping with our
movie theme), in the detection and interruption of the poliovirus globally.
The Board’s reports are
entirely independent. No
drafts are shared with the
Polio Program prior to
finalization. Although much
of the data is derived from
the GPEI, the IMB develops
its own analyses and
presentations.
In a way, the IMB reminds
me of the NTSB (The
National Transportation Safety Board) who, among other things, examines
aircraft accidents to find the cause,and thus avoid repeating them, which in
turn, saves lives. Although the report is extensive, you might want to peruse
it to get an idea of what they are all about. Of particular interest to me was
the graphs and statistics near the end of the report (about page 43 and
beyond). Click here to see the report.

• AS THE YEAR WINDS DOWN, HOW DO WE KNOW IF OUR
POLIOPLUS SOCIETY MEMBERS HAVE MADE THEIR DONATIONS
FOR THE 2021-22 YEAR YET? WE DON’T!!!
We are relying on the good ole’ 4 Way Test for folks to make their
contributions in a timely manner. Yet, if they’re like me, things often have a
way of “slipping through the cracks”, not intentionally, but you know,
sometimes life gets in the way. To help folks remember, may I suggest an
email blast out to all your PolioPlus Society Members, reminding them in a
“gentle way”, that the end of the year is near and ask if they’ve made their
donation yet. I’m attaching a “suggested” email that you can use, or help
you craft one of your own.

• DDF FOR POLIO PLUS - THE COUNTDOWN CONTINUES. With less
than 5 weeks left in this Rotary year, we are still down in our DDF
contributions compared to last year. But we still have those 5 weeks left to

bring those numbers up, and it is more crucial now than ever, so I hope
those of you who have not committed yet will do so shortly. Here are the
numbers in our quest to reach $50 million by June 30th to take advantage
of the Gates 2 for 1 match. As you can see, we have a ways to go.

District 5320 becomes the 13th District from our 30 Districts to donate DDF
to the cause. We’re still behind last year’s total of 19 Districts who gave,
but there’s still time to catch up! The other 12 districts who have donated
DDF are 5020, 5080, 5110, 5130, 5150, 5170, 5180, 5300, 5400, 5450,
5495 and 5500. Once again, Mollie, Greg and Bob thank you. And if
you find yourself with excess unused DDF funds due to cancelled or
delayed District Grant projects, consider donating that excess to PolioPlus.
If your District is not on this list because you have already made the
decision not to donate DDF, I urge your team to get together and
reconsider. And if you haven’t met to discuss this yet, remember, we only
have 5 weeks left to do so. Mollie, Greg and Bob urge you to be bold.
Now is the time to do so. For your convenience, HERE IS THE LINK TO
USE TO DONATE DDF TO POLIOPLUS. https://rotary.qualtrics.com/
jfe/form/SV_9ztdKml8KEamNmt?Q_JFE=qdg Thank you sooo much
for your consideration.

• THAT’S IT FOR THIS WEEK FOLKS. If you’re going to Houston, look for
Greg, who will be facilitating, along with others, the Fundraising breakout
session for End Polio Now on Tuesday, June 7th . Hang in there, continue
to keep Ukraine in your forethoughts, along with polio, and we’ll see you
next week.

Bob and Greg
Your Big West “End Polio Now” Coordinators

Bob Rogers
Rotary Club of Sebastopol
District 5130
PolioPlus Chair (2020/23)
Past District Governor (2017/18)
Zone 27
End Polio Now Coordinator (2020/23)
(707) 766-4636

Wild Poliovirus Summary

Poliovirus Weekly Update 25 May, 2022, World Health Organization

You will see below, that the number of wild polio cases for 2022 as of May 25th, is
now 5 (1 in Afghanistan and 3 in Pakistan and 1 in Mozambique).
The total number of wild polio cases in 2021 were 6 (1 in Pakistan, 1 in Malawi and
4 in Afghanistan).
The total number of wild polio cases in 2020 were 140 (84 in Pakistan and 56 in
Afghanistan).
The total number of wild polio cases in 2019 were 176 (147 in Pakistan and 29 in
Afghanistan).

Note: Polio “Acronyms”. For a complete list go to
https://polioeradication.org/acronyms/
AFP = Acute Flaccid Paralysis
cVDPV = Circulating Vaccine Derived Poliovirus (a 1 or 2 behind it denotes the
polio type…ie cVDPV2)
nOPV2 = novel Oral Polio Vaccine Type 2
WPV1 = Wild Poliovirus, Type 1
ES = Positive Environmental Samples

New wild poliovirus isolates (WPV1) reported this last week:
Acute Flaccid Paralysis (AFP) cases: 0
Positive Environmental Samples (ES): 1

New circulating Vaccine Derived Poliovirus (cVDPV) isolates reported this last
week:
Acute Flaccid Paralysis (AFP) cases: 25
Positive Environmental Samples (ES): 7

Reported WPV1 and cVDPV cases as of May 25, 2022

Wild poliovirus (WPV) cases
• Total global WPV1 cases in 2022: 5 (Compared to 2 for the same period
in 2021)
• Total global WPV1 cases in 2021: 6
• Total global WPV1 cases in 2020: 140
• Total global WPV1 cases in 2019: 176

Circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus (cVDPV) cases
• Total global cVDPV cases in 2022: 102 (compared to 91 for the same
period in 2021)
• Total global cVDPV cases in 2021: 691*
• Total global cVDPV cases in 2020: 1,113
*

Note - Due to a clerical error discovered in reports from Tajikistan for 2021, the
total number of cases for 2021 was increased by 3.

Summary of new WPV and cVDPV reported this last week (AFP cases and ES
positives) by country. For complete details on individual countries, go to
https://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
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Afghanistan: one WPV1 positive environmental sample
Chad: two cVDPV2 cases
Djibouti: two cVDPV2 positive environmental samples
DR Congo: 10 cVDPV2 cases
Ghana: two cVDPV2 positive environmental samples
Niger: one cVDPV2 case and one positive environmental sample
Nigeria: one cVDPV2 positive environmental sample
Somalia: one cVDPV2 positive environmental sample
Yemen: 12 cVDPV2 cases

