
  Rotary Zones 26 & 27
                  PolioPlus Weekly Update                 

  
11 January, 2023

Note: This update is going out to all Zone 26 & 27 DG’s, DGE’s, District Foundation Chairs, District PolioPlus Chairs, Senior Leaders and others who have 

requested to be on the mailing list 😊 . However, If you wish to no longer receive these updates, please let me know and I’ll remove you from the list.

     Greetings Polio Warriors:  

•  WILD POLIO VIRUS, TYPE 1 (WPV1) - ONCE AGAIN, NO NEW CASES of 
Wild Polio Virus Type 1 anywhere in the world, now for the last 17 weeks.

 ONE HUNDRED & EIGHTEEN - The number of days since the last case of 
WPV1 occurred in Pakistan (September 15th, 2022).
 ONE HUNDRED & THIRTY-FOUR - The number of days since the last case 
of WPV1 occurred in Afghanistan (August 29th, 2022).

      ONE HUNDRED & FIFTY-FOUR — The number of days since the last case of 
WPV1 occurred in Mozambique (August 10th, 2022).

     FOUR HUNDRED & EIGHTEEN — (ONE YEAR +) - The number of days since the 
last case of WPV1 occurred in Malawi (November 19th, 2021).
ELEVEN - The number of days without any WPV1 cases reported for the year 
2023. 

     THIRTY - The total number of WPV1 cases that occurred in 2022 (2 in Afghanistan, 
8 in Mozambique and 20 in Pakistan). 

 SIX - The total number of WPV1 cases that occurred in 2021 (1 in Pakistan, 1 in 
Malawi and 4 in Afghanistan).    

 ONE HUNDRED & FORTY - The total number of WPV1 cases that occurred in 
2020. 

 ONE HUNDRED & SEVENTY-SIX - The total number of WPV1 cases that 
occurred in 2019.     

While the lack of new wild polio cases is encouraging, also encouraging is the 
lack of any reported Positive Environmental Samples this last week. Therefore, 
the total count of Positive Wild Environmental Samples for 2022 remains at 61, 
(41 in Pakistan and 20 in Afghanistan), and Zero Positive Samples to date  
for 2023.

•  CIRCULATING VACCINE-DERIVED POLIO - Unfortunately, on our other battlefront 
in the war on  polio, the circulating Vaccine-Derived Polio, there were 33 new cases 
reported this last week, compared to 15 the week before.  32 of the cases occurred 



in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (17 which were Type 1 and 15 which were 
Type 2).  The remaining single case occurred in Niger (Type2). This brings year to 
date case totals to 614.  All 33 cases occurred in 2022.  DR Congo continues to 
remain our biggest problem, with 304 cases representing almost 50% of the 
total 614 worldwide.  WHO reports that outbreak responses to both the cVDPV1 
and cVDPV2 cases continues to be intensified in the DR Congo.  As of this report 
date, there have been no cases reported for the 2023 year so far.  

There were also 12 Positive Vaccine Derived Environmental Samples (ES) 
collected in the United States.  However since they all occurred in 2022, the latest 
being September 22nd, 2022, it brings the  2022 total number of Positive Vaccine 
Derived Environmental Samples (ES) to 328  for the year.   None have been 
reported yet as being collected in 2023.  

•  “NEW YORK IS NOT OUT OF THE WOODS YET”. That was the title of an article I 
reported on a couple weeks ago in the December 14th issue of this newsletter.  It 
was about the then latest Positive Environmental Samples (ES) of cVDPV2 
collected in NY as recently as September 22nd of last year, and finally listed in this 
week’s report from WHO, as I mention in the article immediately above.  Well…as if 
to drive that point home, in a recently released report dated January 6, 2023, a 
report from New York State’s Department of Health entitled “Polio Wastewater 
Surveillance Report”, updated their latest findings on the Environmental Samples 
collected since September, and it reports that a Positive Environmental Sample 
was collected in Orange County, NY, on December 16, 2022.  See the graph below 
for more details on this, and other samples collected since September 22nd.  To 
see the complete report from the NYSDOH, click here.  These will probably be 
listed in the coming weeks after the CDC and the GPEI do their “homework” and 
confirm the findings.  

https://www.health.ny.gov/diseases/communicable/polio/docs/waste_water_surveillance_report.pdf


• POLIOVIRUS DETECTED IN CANADA - As if to rub salt in the wound, on 
December 23, 2022, Canada’s IHR (National Health Regulations) National Focal 
Point reported detection of a vaccine-derived poliovirus type 2 (VDPV2) in two 
wastewater samples collected in August 2022. The Canadian National Microbiology 
Laboratory (NML) retrospectively tested wastewater samples and found 3 of 26 
samples tested positive for polio by real-time PCR (polymerase chain reaction). The 
target sampling sites were determined based on close connections with communities 
in New York and the surrounding areas where VDPV2 was detected. The United 
States’ CDC is examining the positive wastewater sample sequence data to assess 
any genetic linkages to VDPV2 samples collected from New York State.  To date 
there have been no confirmed or suspected cases of acute flaccid paralysis (AFP) 
being investigated in the affected Canadian jurisdiction as a result of these Positive 
Environmental Samples (ES).  Again, like the NY samples not reported yet, once 
these are vetted by the CDC and GPEI, I’m sure they will show up in the numbers.  

• MESSAGE FROM AIDEN O’LEARY, DIRECTOR OF POLIO AT WHO - And now 
I’ve saved the best for last.  Please read the informative and heart felt message 
from Aiden O’Leary, WHO’s Director of Polio Eradication who fills us in on what 
we’ve accomplished to date…and what we have to do to finish the job.  He makes 
me feel like it’s halftime and we’re trailing our opponent by a couple points and 
here’s Coach O’Leary in the locker room, “pumping us up” to go out and finish the 
job and win the trophy…We can do it!!!…Go Niners!!!…oops…sorry, that just 
slipped out 😊 .

• THAT’S IT FOR THIS WEEK FOLKS.  Hang in there and, as always, continue to 
keep Ukraine in your thoughts, along with polio.

Bob and Greg 
       Your Big West “End Polio Now” Coordinators

           Bob Rogers
           Rotary Club of Sebastopol
           District 5130
           PolioPlus Chair (2020/23)
           Past District Governor (2017/18)
           Zone 27 
           End Polio Now Coordinator (2020/23) 
           (707) 766-4636 

https://www.paho.org/en/documents/epidemiological-update-detection-poliovirus-wastewater
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/epidemiological-update-detection-poliovirus-wastewater-considerations-region-americas-30-december-2022


Poliovirus Weekly Update 11 January, 2023, World Health Organization

You will see below, that the number of wild polio cases for 2023 as of January 11th is 
30 (2 in Afghanistan, 20 in Pakistan and 8 in Mozambique).

The total number of wild polio cases in 2021 were 6 (1 in Pakistan, 1 in Malawi and 4 in 
Afghanistan). 
The total number of wild polio cases in 2020 were 140 (84 in Pakistan and 56 in 
Afghanistan). 
The total number of wild polio cases in 2019 were 176 (147 in Pakistan and 29 in 
Afghanistan).

Note:  Polio “Acronyms”.  For a complete list go to 
https://polioeradication.org/acronyms/ 
AFP = Acute Flaccid Paralysis
cVDPV = Circulating Vaccine Derived Poliovirus (a 1 or 2 behind it denotes the 
polio type…ie cVDPV2)
nOPV2 = novel Oral Polio Vaccine Type 2
WPV1 = Wild Poliovirus, Type 1
ES = Positive Environmental Samples

New WPV1 & cVDPV cases & positive ES samples reported last week

New wild poliovirus isolates (WPV1) reported last week:
Acute Flaccid Paralysis (AFP) cases:   0
Positive Environmental Samples (ES): 0
 
New circulating Vaccine Derived Poliovirus (cVDPV) isolates reported last week:
Acute Flaccid Paralysis (AFP) cases:      33 (All occurred in 2022)
Positive Environmental Samples (ES):    12 (All Occurred in 2022)

https://polioeradication.org/acronyms/


Reported WPV1 and cVDPV cases as of 11th January, 2023 

Reported Wild poliovirus (WPV) cases
• Total global WPV1 cases in 2023:   0 (Compared to 0 for the same period 

in 2022)
• Total global WPV1 cases in 2022:   30 (Compared to 5 for the same   

period in 2021)
• Total global WPV1 cases in 2021:     6 
• Total global WPV1 cases in 2020: 140 
• Total global WPV1 cases in 2019: 176 

Reported Circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus (cVDPV) cases
• Total global cVDPV cases in 2023:     0 (Compared to 6 for the same period 

in 2022 
• Total global cVDPV cases in 2022:     614 (Compared to 587 for the same 

period in 2021) 
• Total global cVDPV cases in 2021:     698  
• Total global cVDPV cases in 2020:  1,113

Summary of new WPV and cVDPV reported last week (AFP cases and ES 
positives) by country.  For complete details on individual countries, go to https://
polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/  
For more extensive information on endemic and outbreak countries, go to 
https://polioeradication.org/where-we-work/polio-outbreak-countries/ 

·       DR Congo: 17 cVDPV1 cases and 15 cVDPV2 cases	
·       Niger: one cVDPV2 case	
·       USA: 12 cVDPV2 positive environmental samples

https://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
https://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
https://polioeradication.org/where-we-work/polio-outbreak-countries/

