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Note: This update is going out to all Zone 26 & 27 DG’s, DGE’s, DGN’s,District Foundation Chairs, District PolioPlus Chairs, Senior Leaders and others who 
have requested to be on the mailing list 

😊 . However, If you wish to no longer receive these updates, please let me know and I’ll remove you from the list.

     Greetings Polio Warriors:  

•  WILD POLIO VIRUS, TYPE 1 (WPV1) - ONCE AGAIN, NO NEW CASES of 
Wild Polio Virus Type 1 anywhere in the world, now for the last 25 weeks.

 ONE HUNDRED & SEVENTY-FOUR - The number of days since the last 
case of WPV1 occurred in Pakistan (September 15th, 2022).
 ONE HUNDRED & NINETY — (6 MONTHS) The number of days since the 
last case of WPV1 occurred in Afghanistan (August 29th, 2022).

      TWO HUNDRED & TEN — (6 MONTHS +) The number of days since the last case 
of WPV1 occurred in Mozambique (August 10th, 2022).

     FOUR HUNDRED & SEVENTY-FOUR — (ONE YEAR +) - The number of days 
since the last case of WPV1 occurred in Malawi (November 19th, 2021).
SIXTY - SEVEN - The number of days without any WPV1 cases reported for the 
year 2023. 

     THIRTY - The total number of WPV1 cases that occurred in 2022 (2 in Afghanistan, 
8 in Mozambique and 20 in Pakistan). 

 SIX - The total number of WPV1 cases that occurred in 2021 (1 in Pakistan, 1 in 
Malawi and 4 in Afghanistan).    

 ONE HUNDRED & FORTY - The total number of WPV1 cases that occurred in 
2020.

There were also no WPV1 Positive Environmental Samples reported this last 
week, so the 2023 total remains at 11 Positive Wild Samples to date (9 in 
Afghanistan and 2 in Pakistan).  The total count of Positive Wild Environmental 
Samples for 2022 remains at 63 (41 in Pakistan and 22 in Afghanistan)

• CIRCULATING VACCINE-DERIVED POLIO - On our other battlefront in the war on  
polio, the circulating Vaccine-Derived Polio, there were 35 new cases of CVDP 
reported this last week compared to 27 total cases the week before. 27 were from 
DR Congo (10 Type 1 & 17 Type 2).  Madagascar had 5 Type 1 cases, and the 



remaining 3 countries  each had one case of Type 2, Chad, Israel and Nigeria. All 27 
DR Congo cases occurred in 2022, as well as Chad’s case, so that brings the 2022 
year to date case totals to 778.  The 5 Madagascar cases as well as the Israel and 
Nigeria cases occurred in 2023, bringing the 2023 total to 11.

There were also 7 Positive Vaccine Derived Environmental Samples (ES) 
reported, one Type 2 case from Chad that was collected in 2022, bringing total 
number of Positive Vaccine Derived Environmental Samples (ES) to 372 for 
the 2022 year.   The other 6 were Type 2 samples, collected in Nigeria in 2023, 
bringing that year’s to date total to 11.

•  “THERE IS NOTHING MORE SUSTAINABLE AND EQUITABLE THAN THE 
ERADICATION OF A DISEASE”.  These are the concluding words of Aiden O’leary, 
Director of the Global Polio Eradication Initiative, World Health Organization, 
originally published in an editorial in the November 7, 2022 online issue of 
International Health, and republished again in their March, 2023 issue.  O’leary 
continues, “Ali Maalin was the last natural human smallpox case in the world in 
1977 in Somalia. Three years later, the world was certified as free of smallpox in 
1980. In the 77 years preceding Ali Maalin's diagnosis in the twentieth century, 
smallpox caused more than 500 million deaths. Those are more deaths than 
were caused by all wars fought throughout human history, including World 
War I and World War II. But thanks to the smallpox eradication effort, no further 
cases of naturally occurring smallpox have occurred since then. It was an incredible 
achievement and one we hope to repeat with polio: that no child will ever again be 
infected and paralyzed by any poliovirus.

    It is our ‘choice’ to eradicate polio, or not. Let us make the right choice”.

    (The words in bold are my doing for emphasis).  Although this editorial is a few 
months old, evidently International Health thought it relevant to repeat it in 
their March, 2023 issue.  For the complete editorial, click here.  

• ATTENTION DISTRICT POLIOPLUS CHAIRS AND DISTRICT 
FOUNDATION CHAIRS - Always looking for ways to improve 
our PolioPlus Society program, after much discussion on the 
possibility of multi-level PolioPlus Society Pins, we are offering 
our districts’ PolioPlus Societies a new pin for those donors who 
join the Society at the $1,000 level.  It looks like the current pin 
except it includes a clear stone at the top as depicted in this mockup.  Of 
course, it is up to the individual Districts on whether you want to include this 
pin as part of your PolioPlus Society recognition program, but if you do, please 

https://doi.org/10.1093/inthealth/ihac066


note that this will be at no cost to you.  Molly, our Official Puppy Mascot and 
her human Greg, our Zone 26 End Polio Now Coordinator, have once again 
offered to cover the cost of these new pins. They have already ordered a 
supply of these pins that will be kept at our supplier’s warehouse and will, at 
your request, be “dropped shipped” to you, or the Club President or Club 
Foundation Chair of the recipient’s Club for later presentation, however you 
decide to proceed. 

    That being said, if your District has current PolioPlus Society members who 
have already joined at the $1,000 level, and even though they may have 
already been recognized with the regular pin, perhaps you’d like to also honor 
them with this new pin.  Just email Greg and Molly at grego@trimodal.com 
and let them know who the pin/s are for and to whom and where you would 
like the pin/s shipped (include phone number in shipping address info), and 
they will be sent pronto.  

We feel this may inspire others to perhaps give at a higher level, and you 
might even consider honoring a Rotarian who has given $1,000 in the past to 
PolioPlus, but has not officially joined the society…this might inspire them to 
do so 😊 .  

• LOOKING FOR NEW WAYS TO 
RAISE MONEY FOR 
POLIOPLUS?  Each year 
Healdsburg, CA puts on a St. 
Paddy’s Day Parade where folks 
parade around the town square at 
7:00 AM in the morning, wearing 
their green regalia, making lots of 
noise, having lots of fun and some 
even honoring St. Patrick at the 
end of the parade by having green 
eggs and ham for breakfast, 
washed down by green beer at a local bakery and Irish pub.  

    For many years, Healdsburg Rotary Club has participated by joining in the 
festivities with what they call “Green Hair Day”.  They solicit donations from 
friends, family and other Rotarians for PolioPlus and in return, they promise to 
spray their hair green and join in the festivities and have fun…What’s not to 

mailto:grego@trimodal.com


like?😊 .  And does it work…Well, In the past couple of years they have raised 
between $30,000 and $40,000 in each year, so YES, it works.  

     This year I am once again joining in the fun and am actively soliciting 
donations for PolioPlus through TRF’s “Raise for Rotary” website.  It allows 
you to create your own fundraiser, where donors not only have a way to 
donate to your cause with their debit or credit card, but it even makes sure 
they receive their PH Credit and their club gets recognition for their donation.  
They supply you with a link to your page and even generate a QR Code for 
you to send to potential donors.  For example, here’s my webpage: 

    https://raise.rotary.org/Bob-Rogers/fundraiser and here’s my QR Code:
    
Check it out…and while you’re at it, please  consider making a 
donation to PolioPlus (and supporting me in the process).  
And If you’re a member of the PolioPlus Society, this also 
counts towards you annual pledge.  Remember, no donation 
is too small.  Thanks for your consideration 😊 .

    Bottom line…utilize this wonderful tool that TRF has provided  for any 
fundraiser you have in the future.  It works not only for PolioPlus, but for the 
world fund, Ukraine Response, Disaster Response, plus our 7 Areas of Focus.    

•   THAT’S IT FOR THIS WEEK FOLKS.  Hang in there and, as always, continue to 
keep Ukraine in your thoughts, along with polio.

Bob and Greg 
   Your Big West “End Polio Now” Coordinators

          

            Bob Rogers
           Rotary Club of Sebastopol
           District 5130
           PolioPlus Chair (2020/23)
           Past District Governor (2017/18)
           Zone 27 
           End Polio Now Coordinator (2020/23) 
           (707) 766-4636 

https://raise.rotary.org/Bob-Rogers/fundraiser


Poliovirus Weekly Update 08 March, 2023, World Health Organization

You will see below, that the number of wild polio cases for 2023 as of March 8th is 
Zero.  
You will also see that the 2022 count remains at 30 (2 in Afghanistan, 20 in Pakistan 
and 8 in Mozambique).

The total number of wild polio cases in 2021 were 6 (1 in Pakistan, 1 in Malawi and 4 in 
Afghanistan). 
The total number of wild polio cases in 2020 were 140 (84 in Pakistan and 56 in 
Afghanistan). 
The total number of wild polio cases in 2019 were 176 (147 in Pakistan and 29 in 
Afghanistan).

Note:  Polio “Acronyms”.  For a complete list go to 
https://polioeradication.org/acronyms/ 
AFP = Acute Flaccid Paralysis
cVDPV = Circulating Vaccine Derived Poliovirus (a 1 or 2 behind it denotes the 
polio type…ie cVDPV2)
nOPV2 = novel Oral Polio Vaccine Type 2
WPV1 = Wild Poliovirus, Type 1
ES = Positive Environmental Samples

New WPV1 & cVDPV cases & positive ES samples reported last week

New wild poliovirus isolates (WPV1) reported last week:
Acute Flaccid Paralysis (AFP) cases:   0
Positive Environmental Samples (ES): 0
 
New circulating Vaccine Derived Poliovirus (cVDPV) isolates reported last week:
Acute Flaccid Paralysis (AFP) cases:      35 (of which 28 occurred in 2022 & 7 in 
2023)
Positive Environmental Samples (ES):      7  (1 occurred in 2022 & 6 in 2023)

https://polioeradication.org/acronyms/


Reported WPV1 and cVDPV cases as of 8th March, 2023 

Reported Wild poliovirus (WPV) cases

• Total global WPV1 cases in 2023:      0 (Compared to 1 for the same period 
in 2022)

• Total global WPV1 cases in 2022:     30 (Compared to 1 for the same   
period in 2021)

• Total global WPV1 cases in 2021:       6 
• Total global WPV1 cases in 2020:   140 
• Total global WPV1 cases in 2019:   176 

Reported Circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus (cVDPV) cases

• Total global cVDPV cases in 2023:       11 (Compared to 4 for the same 
period in 2022 

• Total global cVDPV cases in 2022:     778 (Compared to 649 for the same 
period in 2021) 

• Total global cVDPV cases in 2021:     698  
• Total global cVDPV cases in 2020:  1,113

Summary of new WPV and cVDPV reported last week (AFP cases and ES 
positives) by country.  For complete details on individual countries, go to https://
polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/ 
 

For more extensive information on endemic and outbreak countries, go to 
https://polioeradication.org/where-we-work/polio-outbreak-countries/ 

·       Chad: one cVDPV2 case and one positive environmental sample
·       DR Congo: 10 cVDPV1 cases and 17 cVDPV2 cases
·       Israel: one cVDPV2 case
·       Madagascar: five cVDPV1 cases
·       Nigeria: one cVDPV2 case and six positive environmental samples

https://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
https://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
https://polioeradication.org/where-we-work/polio-outbreak-countries/

