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The Rotary District 5470 Interna-
tional Service Committee edu-
cates and nurtures Rotarians and 
clubs working in the six  
Areas of Focus.  
ß It connects clubs  
ß It builds relationships  
ß It educates, assists, and may 
help finance clubsô international 

project development and fulfilment efforts. 
It also inspires Rotarians like you who chose to visit in-
ternational projects and see first-hand how to Be the 
Inspiration 
  
In the previous newsletter we primarily provided infor-
mation about global grants involving clubs in our dis-
trict. In this newsletter, weôll show some more of our 
many global grants as well as upcoming projects  
 
 
Share your clubôs international projects and interest with District Interna-
tional Service Chair Peter Jeschofnig who will share with District clubs. 
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ñGenerosity is giving more than you 
can, and pride is taking less than you 

need.ò 

ð Kahlil Gibran 

mailto:pjeschofnig@gmail.com
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The Edwards Rotary Club is sponsoring a project for TeleDermatology in the Trifinio region of Guate-
mala.  This will be funded with a Global Grant for an estimated $32,000 having a commercial value of 
about $70,000.  To make this activity work we are seeking another Club partner that can donate $4-5,000. 
Matching funds make this type of project doable. 
 
The Host is the Rotary Club Coatepeque-Colomba, D-4250.  The beneficiary of this project will be the 
Trifinio Center for Human Development (TCHD) who will in turn has an operational partnership  with the 
University of Colorado, Center for Global Health (CGH) at the Colorado School of Public Health .   This 
project has the Area of Focus ï Disease Prevention and Treatment    
                   
The original request for financial assistance came from TCHD with an endorsement from the University of 
Colorado (CU).  The request was to help set up and operate a tele-dermatology system for the Trifinio re-
gion of Guatemala, an area in the southwest region just south of the Mexican border.   That center, in 
turn, is financially assisted by AgroAmerica, a private family-owned Guatemalan banana and vegetable 
oils agro-business enterprise.  This combination brings together volunteers form the ColoradoSPH and 
Guatemalan clinical staff to promote population health and sustainable development in an extremely poor, 
rural region of Guatemala (Trifinio) as well as establishing private financial support for sustainability 
through a partnership with a private donor.  The clinic will serve the families of the plantation's 5,000+ 
workers and over 28,000 residents in the surrounding villages. 
 
The Clinic was established in 2012 and has proved its viability over the years.  They now consider it time 
to expand their service to dermatology.  Skin diseases ranked 5th on prevalence in Guatemala in 2017, 
and there is a need for both patient education, training and dermatology consultation that includes derma-
titis, infections, skin cancer, and many other skin dieses.  The partnership with the Colorado SPH, a non-
profit organization, will provide consultation for the teledermatology through annual team training visits 
and real time assistance through a teleDermatology platform.  

  
The Edwards Rotary Club will apply to TRF for a Global Grant of $32,000 to finance the initial two years of 
startup training and operations.  The budget will include two years of the teleDermatology platform cost of 
$12,000/year and $10,000 for vocational training team travel expenses.  Sustainability will be maintained 
by the Clinic, ColoradoSPH and AgroAmerica as delineated in a Memorandum of Understanding. 

  
The Host is the  Club Rotario Coatepeque-Colomba Guatemala, D-4250.  For more information you 
can contact    Richard Dangler, rdangler@hotmail.com, home: 970-926-3072 and mobile: 970-376-
6341 

 

 

 TeleDermatology Guatemala Project 
 by Richard Dangler, Edwards RC 

http://agroamerica.com/?lang=en
mailto:rdangler@hotmail.com
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D1260 (United Kingdom) is seeking clubs and districts to help finance the purchase of medical equipment 
for Mercy Shipsô new ship, Global Mercy, being built in China, the 1 Million Dollar Challenge. 
 
If any of our clubs are interested in contributing to this Global Grant (any amount), the Global Grants 
Committee will probably be able to match club contributions with D-5470 DDF. 
 
Mercy Ships partners with nations to transform the lives of individuals and leave a legacy of improved 
healthcare. Everything is free of charge for patients. We think it is worthy of Rotary's further support and 
we hope you do too.  
 
Barry Rassin, Rotary International President 2018/2019, calls it an amazing project which should get sup-
port worldwide. 
 
For addition information follow this link to our D-5470 website:  
https://clubrunner.blob.core.windows.net/00000050015/en-ca/files/sitepage/other-districts-seeking-project-partners/medical-
equipment-for-mercy-ship---deadline-d/ROTARY-INT_new-sept--2-ther-one-to-use.pdf  
 

 

 Potential GG Project for D-5470 clubs  
 Medical equipment for Mercy Ship, Global Mercy 

https://clubrunner.blob.core.windows.net/00000050015/en-ca/files/sitepage/other-districts-seeking-project-partners/medical-equipment-for-mercy-ship---deadline-d/ROTARY-INT_new-sept--2-ther-one-to-use.pdf
https://clubrunner.blob.core.windows.net/00000050015/en-ca/files/sitepage/other-districts-seeking-project-partners/medical-equipment-for-mercy-ship---deadline-d/ROTARY-INT_new-sept--2-ther-one-to-use.pdf
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In the rural area of Ethiopia, in a village named Aliyu Amba, there is a Rotary Club that is not properly reg-
istered with Rotary International. In this far away valley, where the main means of transportation is cam-
els, most locals survive by gathering and selling honey or by raising enough produce to barely support 
their family, a Rotary Club, made up of sixty ninth and tenth grade girls and their school director, formed 
itself. 
 
In 2015 a member of the Rotary Club of Colorado Springs (Donna DellôOlio) and a member of the Rotary 
Club of East Colorado Springs (Laura Muir) taught the Rotary Four Way Test to a group of girls while they 
were on an adventure traveling through North Shoa Ethiopia, with Trampled Rose, showing thousands of 
girls that someone cares.  
 
What did the girls and their school director do on their own with this training? They decided that the value 
of the Rotary four way test was so valuable that they would meet once a week to encourage each other to 
do their best to live in all they say and do by this code of ethics.  They called themselves the obvious 
name, ñThe Rotary Clubò. 
 
Fast forward to 2019 and the fruit of these seeds planted have become ripe. The results of these girls liv-
ing with Rotary in their hearts is evident. The high school in Aliyu Amba has produced one of the highest 
promotion rates of girls graduating from tenth grade and qualifying for preparatory school in the area. In 
fact, they have done so well that the government built, last year, a preparatory school in Aliyu Amba.  This 
is the only problem, there are few books. Because textbooks are considered expensive (around three to 
five dollars each) they are beyond the means of most families. Most students go to the library to read the 
textbooks.  This can result in hours of waiting for each and every book.  
 
Many of the original ñRotary Clubò girls have proceeded on to scholarships to universities around Ethiopia 
by traveling to other villages to finish their preparatory school education. Imagine how many more could 
have the same chance, now that a preparatory school is near, if they only have the necessary tools? 
The Rotary Club of East Colorado Springs is holding our annual fundraiser (Bob Carlone Memorial Sport-
ing Clay Shoot) to benefit Trampled Rose on September 21, 2019.  Part of our proceeds will go to provid-
ing more basic textbooks in the library of Aliyu Amba Preparatory School to help our fellow ñRotariansò. 
We are working in partnership with Trampled Rose, Inc to ensure the legality and accountability of all 
funds. Reports to follow. 
 
If youôd like to jump in on the excitement of changing the world, just let us know 
hello@trampledrose.org  

 The Royal Adventure - Aliyu Amba, Ethiopia  
 Becky Kiser - East Colorado Springs RC  

ñRotary Clubò Member Genet  
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Background: The Rotary Club of North Colorado Springs has 
teamed with the Rotary Club of Riobamba, Ecuador District 4400 
on a project to provide safe drinking water to two communities in 
Ecuador, Shilpala in the sierra highlands, and Pumayacu located 
in the jungle. Both indigenous communities are drinking untreated 
surface water that may contain pathogens and viruses. The global 
grant project includes upgrades to water sources and the addition 
of treatment plants to produce safe drinking water. 
 

 
 
Current Status: The North Colorado Springs Rotary Club coordinated with the Riobamba Ecuador 
Rotary Club to provide information to Rotary International for the GG Application. The GG for $78,250 
was approved on April 30, 2019.  Water testing equipment has been purchased and received by the North 
Colorado Springs Rotary Club. The equipment will be delivered by club members during the next commu-
nity site visit. 
 
Next Steps: The North Colorado Springs Rotary Club and the Riobamba Ecuador Rotary Club con-
tinue to coordinate on the project timeline and communication plan. The goal is to start construction in 
2019 and provide safe drinking water to 1,125 people. 

 
 

 Ecuador Drinking Water Projects Update - GG #1875083 
 Heather Drissel, P.E.  & Scott Perry, North Colorado Springs RC 
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The Rotary Foundation has recently funded a new project in Niger that will provide a small community 
located in the Sub-Sahara with a supply of clean water. The new well, which will be about 150 m deep, 
will provide drinking water for this community of 7500 people, as well as irrigation water for 2.5 hec-
tares of land. Approximately 180 women in the village will grow vegetables on this land. 
 
The Rotary Club Wien-Stadpark (RC Vienna-City Park, Austria) is the International Partner. The Rota-
ry Club Niamey-Gawaye, (Niamey, Niger) is the Host Club. The total budget for the project is $69,584. 
 
The network created by Rotary International and The Rotary Foundation make this project not only 
possible, but possible on a very low budget. The following scheme shows how this remarkable net-
work made this project possible. 

 
The idea for this project started with the Austrian non-profit Initiative Maradi, which has been working 
for 10 years with Fraternit® des Servantes du Christ to improve the lives of girls and young women in 
rural regions of the Sahel zone of Niger. The Rotary Club Wien-Stadpark was aware of Initiative Mara-
di and offered to obtain a Global Grant to provide a deep well in the village of Sa® Sabou. 
 
Identifying a project and finding good partners is the first major step in any global grant. Next chal-
lenge:  Find approximately $25,000 in club funding that will be used to leverage District and Founda-
tion funds. The diagram shows that 4 additional clubs in Vienna pledged support. Since I had been in 
contact with the Vienna Club on other projects taking place in Niger, my club, RC Pagosa Springs be-
came interested in the project and pledged support. Now we have a ñThree Continent Projectò.  Imag-
ine that! Little Pagosa Springs is a partner with Rotary Clubs in Vienna, Austria.  

 Drinking Water Deep Well in Sa® Saboua/Niger/Africa (GG1978458) 
By David Smith, GG Chair, Pagosa Springs RC 
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Matching funds from three districts and The Rotary Foundation provided the additional funding re-
quired to complete the project. It is important to note that member contributions to The Rotary Founda-
tion Annual Fund make this funding possible. You can support this and thousands of similar projects 
by going to www.rotary.org , clicking on Donate, then Annual Fund. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Drinking Water Deep Well in Sa® Saboua/Niger/Africa (cont.) 
By David Smith, GG Chair, Pagosa Springs RC 

A school supported by Fraternit® des Servantes du Christ.  

Clean drinking water is scarce in Niger 

http://www.rotary.org


 8 

The Colorado Springs RCôs Global Grant Scholar, Kailee Ross, has arrived in 
Dundee, Scotland, and will commence studies at the University of Dun-
dee.  She was awarded the $40,000 scholarship early this year by the Rotary 
Foundation and District 5470. 
 
Her host club is Dundee Claverhouse and they have welcomed Kailee with 
open arms.  Here's a portion of a WhatsApp message she received in July --  
 
Hi Kailee, 
Welcome to Dundee when the time comes! We are all looking forward to meet-
ing you and helping you to settle in to your new home. I am Ivor Morton, a fel-
low Rotarian in the Rotary Club of Claverhouse and friend of Iain Ross. I will be 
picking you up from Edinburgh Airport at 9.35am on Saturday, 17th August and driving you over to Dundee, a 
journey of just over one and a quarter hours.  

What a wonderful welcome for Kailee and it gets even better.  Here's a message she sent to Dennis -- 
 
Dennis. I have been in Scotland for three days now and I absolutely LOVE it. The rotary foundation is so wel-
coming, theyôve helped me get settled in and showed me around the city. I feel so welcome. Iôm excited to 
attend my first rotary meeting tomorrow! I canôt thank you enough for helping me along with this process. Itôs 
the opportunity of a lifetime. 
 
The Claverhouse Rotary Club meets in the Queen's Hotel which is just a ten minute walk from cam-
pus.  She's been to two meetings now -- here are some pictures from the meeting on Tuesday the 27th.  All 
three in the last photo have the Ross surname -- good Scots. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 Global Grants Scholar Kailee Ross in Scotland 
Submitted by Dennis Shoemaker, Colorado Springs RC 


