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ESSENTIAL CHANGES FOR CLUBS AND DISTRICTS
2016 Council on Legislation (The numbers in parentheses identify the relevant legislative enactments).

Attendance
Ability to change rules. Clubs may relax or tighten attendance requirements and termination policies for
non-attendance. However, clubs are still expected to forward attendance reports to the governor. Any club
that wishes to continue adhering to the traditional attendance requirements may do so. (16-21)

Rule of 85. Rotarians can be excused from attendance if the combined total of their years of membership in
one or more clubs plus their age equals at least 85, with their years of membership totaling at least 20. (16-35)

Club Board
Treasurer. A club treasurer is now a permanent member of the club board. (16-02)

Board meeting minutes. Written minutes should be prepared for all club board meetings and be made
available to members within 60 days of that meeting. (16-01)

Club Finances
Admission fees. New members can be admitted without paying admission fees. However, clubs may also
choose to retain these fees, and they have the flexibility to add admission or other fees to their bylaws. (16-07)

Club dues increased. To address both financial challenges and the need to improve service to clubs, RI
semiannual dues were increased by $4 for each of the next three years — to US$30.00 per half year in
2017-2018, US$32.00 per half year in 2018-2019, and US$34.00 per half year in 2019-2020. (16-99)

Club Meetings
Ability to change meeting schedules. Clubs can now vary their meeting days and times, and can cancel
meetings, as long as they meet at least twice a month. However, any club that wishes to adhere to the
traditional requirements regarding meetings and cancellations may do so. (16-21)

Canceling a meeting. Clubs can cancel a meeting if it falls during a week that includes a holiday. (16-26)

In-person and online meeting participation. Clubs can have in-person meetings, online meetings, allow
online participation for an in-person meeting, or switch between any of these formats. (16-30)

Council on Legislation
Proposed legislation. Only two types of proposals will be considered: enactments, which seek changes to
RI’s constitutional documents, and position statements from the RI Board. (16-113)
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Council representatives. Representatives will serve for three years, starting on 1 July of the year following
their selection. For example, the 2019 Council representative would take office on 1 July 2017 and serve
until 30 June 2020. (16-114)

Council on Resolutions. A Council on Resolutions consisting of Council representatives will meet online
annually to consider recommendations. Resolutions may be proposed by a club, district conference, the RIBI
general council or conference. Those resolutions adopted by a majority vote of council representatives must
be submitted to the general secretary by 30 June of the year prior to the Council on Legislation. (16-113)

District Changes
Moving clubs into adjacent districts. The Board can merge a district with fewer than 1,100 members, or
divide districts with more than 100 clubs by moving clubs into adjacent districts. (16-84)

Two years for districting changes to take effect. Any decision by the Board to eliminate or change
district boundaries won’t become effective until at least 24 months after it is made. (16-86)

District Leadership
Vice governors. Having a vice governor is no longer mandatory.  This role replaces the governor in case
of that person’s inability to perform their duties. If the district uses a nominating committee, the committee
selects a past governor proposed by the governor-elect. If the nominating committee doesn’t receive a
nomination, or if a nominating committee was not used, the governor-elect may choose a past governor as
vice governor. The vice governor serves in the year following his or her selection. (16-74, 16-76, 16-77)

Procedures for failing to adopt the annual statement and report of district finances. The statement
and report of finances must be discussed and adopted within three months of the conclusion of the district
conference or at the next district meeting to which all clubs are entitled to send a representative and for
which 30 days’ notice has been given. If no district meeting is held, the governor must conduct a ballot by
mail within 60 days of the end of that three-month period. (16-88)

Mishandling of district finances. Anyone who fails to follow Rotary’s financial requirements, including
improperly administering the district fund, is prohibited from holding any Rotary or district office until the
irregularities are resolved. (16-89)

E-clubs
E-clubs and Rotary clubs. The distinction between traditional clubs and e-clubs was eliminated. While
references to e-clubs have been removed from Rotary’s constitutional documents, e-clubs may continue to
name and promote themselves as Rotary clubs that meet exclusively or primarily on-line. (16-82)

Elections
Concurring with a governor selection challenge. The number of clubs that must concur with a club’s
challenge to the nominated candidate has been increased to 10 other clubs, or 20 percent of the total
number of clubs in the district, whichever number is higher. Only clubs that are at least one year old as of
1 July of that year are counted in the total and may concur with a challenge. (16-71)

Special elections nominating procedure streamlined. If a district restarts the governor selection process
due to special circumstances, the governor does not need to repeat the request for suggestions from clubs
if there were none made during the first nominating process. (16-72)



Club and District Support (CDS), June 2016 3

Magazines
Joint magazine subscriptions. Two Rotarians residing at the same address may choose to subscribe
jointly to The Rotarian or to the regional magazine prescribed for their club. (16-96)

Membership
Rules and qualifications. Clubs may determine their own rules or requirements for transferring members,
dual membership, and honorary members. They’re also free to continue following the traditional provisions
for these members. The only mandatory qualifications for membership are that Rotarians must be adults
who have demonstrated good character, integrity and leadership; have a good reputation in their business,
profession and community; and are willing to serve in their community and around the world. (16-36, 16-38)

New membership types. Clubs may offer associate, corporate, family, or other membership types. Clubs
offering these additional types would report these members to Rotary as “active” for purposes of inclusion
on the club invoice. Other financial obligations (club dues, meal costs, etc.), attendance requirements, and
service expectations for these members are determined by the club. However, only active members may
be considered for office and count in determining a club’s voting strength. (16-36)

Dual membership in Rotary and Rotaract clubs. Rotaractors can simultaneously hold separate
membership in a Rotaract club and a Rotary club. (16-40)

Transferring member statement. Potential members who owe money to another club are ineligible for
membership. Clubs must seek confirmation that a former Rotarian does not have any outstanding debt to
their previous club. When a club requests a statement from the club of a member who wishes to transfer, or
who was previously a member, as to whether that person owes money, the request must be responded to
within 30 days. If no response is provided, it is assumed that the member doesn’t owe anything. These
changes are in the RI Bylaws but are no longer repeated in the Standard Rotary Club Constitution. (16-51)

New Clubs
Charter member minimum. New clubs need at least 20 members to be chartered. (16-83)

Suspension
Suspension of membership. Clubs may now suspend a member for a maximum of 90 days. At the end of
that time, they must either terminate or reinstate the member. A suspended member has the right to appeal
the suspension or request mediation or arbitration. (16-49, 16-50)

Suspension or termination of clubs because of litigation. Clubs can be suspended or terminated if one
of their members takes legal action against RI or The Rotary Foundation — including action against
directors, trustees, officers, and employees — before exhausting all Rotary remedies. The Council also
clarified the conditions under which the RI Board may take action against districts with repeated election
complaints. (16-81)


