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District 5580
District Simplified Grant Application

Please print or type all information and use additional sheets of paper if necessary. Incomplete
applications will not be considered.

See District Simplified Grants (DSG) 'CRITERIA & GUIDELINES' (attached) for instructions,
eligibility, and program requirements.
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1. PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Please describe the project, its location, its objectives, and how they will be attained. Note: The project
cannot be started until the district grants subcommittee approves the District Simplified Grant Application.

1. What is the purpose of this project? Provide a brief description.

The Fargo Rotary Club is supporting the Great Plains Food Bank in their new BackPackProgram.
There are children in the Cass-Claycommunity that rely on nutritional resources such as free or
reduced-priced school lunch during the school year, but are at risk of hunger on weekends,
school vacations and summer. The BackPackProgram is designed to meet the needs of hungry
children when other resources are not available. It's simple:

• Bagsare filled with food that children take home on weekends or school vacations
• The food is child-friendly, nonperishable and easily consumed
• Backpacks are discreetly distributed to children on the last day before the weekend or

holiday vacation by a trusted school official

Hunger among our children can have lifelong and extremely costly consequences. Even
moderate nutritional deprivation, which is what we most often see locally, can impede cognitive
development. This creates a vicious cycle. Children without enough to eat end up with
diminished capacity to understand and learn. This, in turn, limits their potential and productivity
as adults.

The BackPack Program is an official program of Feeding America - the nation's food bank
network. As the food bank for North Dakota and Clay County, Minnesota, the Great Plains Food
Bank is excited to share, and coordinate this program in our community. In 2009, the Great
Plains Food Bank piloted the program with 90 students in 2 school sites. Now, they have
expanded to serve 530 students at 11 different sites each week.












