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Attachment to District 5580 Simplified Grant Application
Ely Minnesota #1312 Rotary Club

1. Project Description

1. What is the purpose of this project? Provide a brief description.

Ely Rotary Club instituted a summer “Penny Drive” campaign in 2008. The purpose was
to raise funds for World Hunger. During the 2008 and 2009 campaigns, funds were raised
to support the Ely Area Food Shelf program. The recession, which began in 2008,
significantly raised community awareness for donations to the Ely Area food shelf due to
extreme need. Ely Rotary collected glass and plastic jars of all sizes and shapes and
placed them at business establishments in downtown Ely. Homemade signs suggested
that the public leave their pocket change in jars. The campaign of “turning pennies into
dollars into dinners” has been a huge success. By 2010, the campaign was so successful
that Ely Rotary increased our gifts also to an international level. In late 2010 Ely Rotary
forwarded $2,000 to the Rotary Club Sampaguita Grace Park in Manila, Philippines to
feed malnourished children milk and snacks each day at school. The Thrivent for
Lutherans (Ely office) organization has provided matching funds to our Penny Drive
campaign. In 2011, the Ely Rotary Penny Drive raised $4,679.72 and $500.00 has been
matched from Thrivent to bring the total raised in the summer of 2011 to $5,179.72.

(It should be noted that the Thrivent matching grant was reduced from $1,257.96 in 2010
to $500.00 in 2011.)

Ely Rotary wants to continue this program into the future. Our current plastic and glass
jars are old, cracked, and chipped and need to be replaced. We would like to have a more
uniform receptacle with printed advertising, to include the Rotary wheel. Also, the
receptacles need to be more secure in order to ensure that funds are not pilfered. We want
to purchase 150 cash boxes that are informative and attractive to place in different
business locations in the Ely area in 2012. We estimate that each cash box will cost
$3.00. In addition, printing costs for the cash boxes are estimated to be $500.00. In order
to enhance our “Penny Drive” next summer, we request a district grant of $500.00 to
upgrade our plastic and glass jars into 150 cash boxes.

We also request a grant of $1,000.00 to continue our program of a $2,000 donation to the
Rotary Club Sampaguita Grace Park in Manila, Philippines. Unfortunately at the present
time we can only forward $1,000.00 from our Penny Drive proceeds. (Note: we will
leave $100 in our separate checking account for future campaigns, in order to keep the
account from closing each year until the next summer “Penny Drive”.)

The Ely Rotary Club requests a total grant of $1,500.00 for our World Hunger program.

2. How will it meet the needs of the community?

In November 2011, Ely Rotary will present a check for $4,079.72 to the Ely Food Shelf.
For every $1.00 donated, the Food Shelf will purchase approximately $10 of food from
their distributors. In other word, over $40,000.00 of food will be available to Ely area
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families eligible for Food Shelf distributions in 2011/2012. In late 2010 the “Penny
Drive” gift to the Ely Rotary Food Shelf was $4,310.94. We feel an obligation to the Ely
area community to fund over $4,000.00 to our local Ely Area Food Shelf.

We wish to continue the donation to the Rotary Club in Manila, Philippines as our way to
help with World Hunger. We want to do it through a Rotary organization which is
approximately the same size as the Ely Rotary Club. In an email in October 2010 from
Lina Aurelio of the Sampaguita Grace Park Rotary Club this program was characterized
as follows: “Our rotary club was chartered July 13, 1989 with 32 members. Yearly, we
work with international rotary clubs on health, water, and literacy through a matching
grant. For the milk feeding, we, our club members and the benefiting school are assisted
by the City Health Officer. Nutritionist of the government will identify 2nd and 3rd degree
malnourish children. They also supervise this program with parent volunteers during
feeding time. The club sees to it that proper milk is purchased and monitors its
implementation.”

3. How will the host and partner(s) (District 5580 Rotary Club(s) and/or others)
communicate and work together to implement this project? Please provide specific
examples of activities.

In the past, we have communicated with Lina Aurelio (lina.qurelio@gmail.com)
concerning a yearly gift from the Ely Rotary Club to the Rotary Club Sampaguita Grace
Park, Philippines. Ms Aurelio has provided us with pictures of the project. We have
included our participation on our website (elyrotary.org). By checking the picture and
description of the program on our website, you can see clearly that the Ely Rotary Club is
funding this project. It is an example of communicating through the internet. We have
used our relationship through the internet and press releases in the Ely area, to advertise
our efforts in world hunger.

4. PROJECT BUDGET

Total funds collected in 2011/2012 during the summer Penny Drive for the Ely Rotary
Club World Hunger program is $5,179.72.

Funds currently will be distributed as follows:
Ely Area Food Shelf: $4,079.72
Wells Fargo Bank Balance $ 100.00

Balance remaining: $1,000.00.

Additional funds required are $1,000.00 to fully fund our $2,000.00 goal for the
Philippine project.

mailto:lina.qurelio@gmail.com
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Additional Funds required:

Replace Cash Boxes for Penny Drive** $ 500.00
Additional Funds for Philippines project $1,000.00

Total request from District 5580 DSG program: $1,500.00
** Estimate provided by KB Resources of Ely, MN

7. PUBLICITY

How will the general public know that this is a Rotary-sponsored project? Please provide
details, e.g. publicity in a newspaper or display of the Rotary wheel.

1. Each new Penny Drive cash box will have a short description of the program
with the name of the Ely Rotary Club and the rotary wheel. Our current jars
used in 2008, 2009, 2010 and 2011 have home made signs with this
information. Since the program has been in existence for the last four years,
area residents are well aware of the program. More uniform and more secure
cash boxes will continue to provide great publicity for Rotary.

2. The elyrotary.org website, has a full description, with pictures of the Ely
Rotary Club World Hunger program. See elyrotary.org.

3. The Ely Rotary Club has a comprehensive Penny Drive publicity program
both on the local radio station (WELY) and in our two local newspapers, the
Ely Echo and the Ely Timberjay. We kick off the Penny Drive program in late
May each year with appearances on the Morning WELY radio show and the
newspapers. Every year there has been and will be a photo-op when a check is
presented to the Ely Area Food Shelf. The presentation in late 2010 is also on
our website.

4. The Penny Drive has 8 different routes to place and monitor the Penny Drive
jars. Approximately half of our members take an active part in the summer
long Penny Drive (May to September) in monitoring the jars and collecting
money. We have a chair person each year. In 2010, it was Karen Zupancich
who deposits the funds in a separate World Hunger bank account and with the
Club Treasurer, monitors the program. Approximately 15 of our members are
actively involved in promoting the entire Penny Drive program.


