
------------------

j;J. ¥. 2/

District 5580 World Community Service (WCS)
Matching Grant Application

FOR DISTRICT 5580 USE ONLY (once Grant is approved)

District Grant No. WCS -Ci7'iJ{~fjfe~nter text.

District Grant Subcommittee Chair Signature:

Date Approved: cli~fi~jLo/eii~/@te.

#.f-~.~-
District Rotary Foundation Chair Signature: 1!l__-=--,,~I11:....L!:. ..•.I1~~_---,-=-:.....;:,-- _

Explanation: Matching grants support the humanitarian service projects of Rotary Clubs and Districts.
In this section, describe in detail the humanitarian need your project will address, the intent of the project,
how the project will be implemented, and how Rotarians will be directly involved in the project
(involvement is required by both the Host Club and International Partnering Club.
The purpose of the project in Ethiopia is to provide culturally appropriate solutions to
issues pertaining to water quality and sanitation as well as poverty of the Hamar people.
Due to age old practices the populations of southern Ethiopia suffer from cycles of parasite
contamination in the water they use for drinking and washing. Parasites' eggs are passed
from human excrement into the water supplies they use for everyday functioning. Global
Team for Local Initiatives is an NGO started by Rotarian Lori Pappas to address these and
other issues. To change longstanding behaviors and adapt to today's world, communities
must be internally motivated. Rather than being "trained" (the traditional approach), they
must learn to identify their problems and discover their own, culturally congruent
solutions. GTLI uses small group problem-solving discussions to help communities
examine their problems, identify the causes, and evaluate solutions. The result is motivated
behavior cf\a,nge that produces outcomes that last...
Over 80% of Hamar have preventable diseases: ascariasis (roundworm), diarrhea,
respiratory disease, the common cold. Because access to health care is difficult, these
diseases can be life-threatening. They exacerbate malnutrition and dehydration,
compromise already weakened systems, and cause unnecessary death. "Simple" changes in
behavior can prevent most of these illnesses. Using pit latrines rather than open field
defecation, and washing hands and faces can dramatically reduce the incident of disease.
But, of course, changing centuries' old behavior is anything but simple. Few people want to
change familiar behaviors - especially when they don't have enough food to eat or water to
drink. So GTLI uses a method called Community Based Learning in Action (CBLA) to
motivate the Hamar to adopt healthier behaviors. Through CBLA, communities learn that
their own behavior - not punishing spirits - is causing their illness, and collectively decide
to adopt new practices.
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