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Rotary Clubs of Minot Planting Hope Provides Grass Seed to 1800 Flooded Individuals 

 
Minot, N.D. – The Rotary Clubs of Minot wrapped up the Rotary Planting Hope project this month. Over $120,000 
was raised from businesses, individuals and donations from Rotary Clubs in North Dakota, Minnesota, Arizona, 
and Florida. The clubs were able to assist 1800 individual flooded property owners by providing 20 pound bags of 
grass seed on the distribution day in May. With the funds raised the clubs were also able to donate grass seed to 
help replant the parks, schools and fairgrounds. 
 
“Local partners, businesses, individuals and Rotary clubs made the project a success,” says Jonn Knecht. 
“Having a part in helping to green up our community again is something that not only the local Rotary clubs are 
behind but other clubs throughout the district got behind too and we want to thank our fellow Rotarians for their 
contributions to the project.” 
 
Dusty Zimmerman added, “I personally had an opportunity to talk to many of the individuals when we distributed 
grass seed and I got to see firsthand that a bag of grass seed really does help to plant hope. A disaster brings out 
the best in people and to have a part in helping those returning to their homes is a priceless gift.” 
 
During the summer of 2011 Minot, North Dakota and the Mouse River Valley was inundated by flood waters with 
20% of the city including more than 4,100 homes and yards being damaged. The water covered so many homes 
that 2,375 had six to ten feet of water and an additional 805 homes were damaged beyond repair. The flood 
waters that covered our community’s yards and parks for nearly a month left behind silt, sand and mud, killing all 
the grass.  
 
The project started with members of the Minot Noon and Minot Sunrise Rotary Clubs coming together to look for a 
way to help the parks and individuals. Many in the community want to see the parks working to come back and 
some had started discussions with the Minot Park District on what their needs were and what wouldn’t be covered 
by other federal programs. Grass seed to help green up the parks was one area identified. The Rotary Clubs of 
Minot exceeded their goal by not only helping individuals and parks, they also were able to distribute grass seed 
to help the schools and fairgrounds. 
 
More information and photos can be found on the Rotary website at www.rotaryminot.org. 
 

### 



 
Monetary Donations – All donations will be used to support the project and purchase grass seed to be donated 
to more than 4,000 property owners who were affected by the 2011 Mouse River Flood. For more information 
contact info@rotaryminot.org. 
 
Rotary – Rotary is the world’s first and most international service club. Minot has two Rotary clubs, the Noon 
Rotary Club and the Sunrise Rotary Club. Sunrise Rotary meets every Thursday morning at 7:00 a.m. at the View 
and the Noon Rotary Club meets every Monday afternoon at Noon at the Grand International. Visitors are 
welcome. For further information and details about Rotary International, visit www.rotary.org. 

 


