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About 
The mission of the Rotary Club of Space Center’s RNASA (Rotary National Award for 

Space Achievement) is to encourage, recognize, honor, and celebrate U.S. Space 

Achievement. 

The RNASA Foundation was founded by the Space Center Rotary Club of Houston 
(www.spacecenterrotary.org) in 1985, to organize and coordinate an annual event to 
recognize outstanding achievements in space and create greater public awareness of 
the benefits of space exploration. Each year since 1987, the Foundation has presented 
the National Space Trophy and other awards honoring those who have contributed to 
our nation's space program at a gala event in April in Houston, Texas.  (The RNASA 
Foundation is a 501c4). 
 
History 
The dream of a national award for space achievement was born when former NASA 
manager and Space Center Rotary Club member Owen Morris felt that contributions by 
individuals in the space program deserved more recognition by the public. He decided 
that a properly designed award program could help draw attention to the many benefits 
provided by the space program. He shared the idea with Space Center Rotary Club 
President Charles Hartman (1923-2001). Hartman and Robert Wren, who would be 
president the following year, enthusiastically embraced the idea. They formed a 
committee with Hartman as Chairman that evolved into the Rotary National Award for 
Space Achievement Foundation. 

Initiating a new national award was as full of challenges as space itself. For the award 
to have the desired prestige, the committee decided that everything should be first 
class, starting with the trophy. Steuben Glass of New York proposed a breathtakingly 
beautiful trophy design. Raising over $35,000 for the 500-pound, four-foot-tall custom 
lead crystal presented the first of many challenges. According to Wren some of the 
other challenges included "establishing a foundation, creating contact lists, creating a 
board of advisors, creating a nomination/selection process, making 
hotel/dinner/program arrangements, and establishing goals for the annual event." 

Hartman and Morris recruited the people with contacts and necessary knowledge to 
meet the challenges. One of these was former NASA manager Jack Lister. He said in a 
recent interview that, "The idea for this program was so powerful and exciting that I do 
not believe that we ever had a problem sustaining interest or getting outstanding 
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volunteer support." He should know - he's been on the board for all twenty years, as has 
Robert Wren. Other early recruits included NASA employees Ron Blilie, Al Jowid, and 
Robert Mitchell; Air Force officers Harold Neely (1910-1995) and John Watson; 
contractor employees Chuck Jacobson, Frank Morgan, and Sam Boyd; University of 
Houston Provost Charles Hardwick; and Rotarians John Francis, Billy Smith (who 
served as their attorney), Don Kirk, Floyd Boze, Lamar Bowles, and Terry Stock. 

Lister spearheaded the creation of an Advisory Board of space experts and managers 
to review nominations on a national basis to select the trophy winners each year. The 
original 32 advisors included NASA center directors, presidents of companies and 
universities, military commanders, members of the news media, astronauts, and political 
leaders.  

In 1989, the RNASA Foundation expanded its award program to include Stellar 
Awards to recognize the important contributions of the "unsung heroes" of the space 
program. The first Stellar Awards was presented to Charles (Chuck) Biggs of the NASA 
JSC Public Affairs Office "on behalf of the millions of persons around the world to whom 
he has made the excitement of space exploration a reality." Four Stellar Awards were 
given in 1989, 1990, and 1991 in various categories including news media, academia, 
military service, spacecraft processing, legislative support, and life sciences. In 1992, 
a Corona award for lifetime achievement was presented to Robert Girth. More Stellar 
Awards by categories were given out in 1995 and 1996, and a Corona for lifetime 
achievement was awarded to John Young in 1997 and Walter Cronkite in 1999. 

In 1997 the categories and nomination process for Stellar Awards were expanded to 
recognize a more diverse group of people at all stages of their careers. Subject 
categories were replaced with age groups plus teams. Nominations were sought from 
leaders in industry, government, and the military.  

Today 
RNASA annually awards the prestigious National Space Trophy, given to an American 
citizen who has made significant contributions to the U.S. Space Program (civilian or 
military) 
It often awards the Space Communicator Award to a professional communicator who 

has made an important contribution to the public’s understanding of and appreciation for 

the accomplishments of the American space program. 

Upcoming Plans 
In our last communication about the 34th annual Space Award Gala, we notified our 
space community that this prestigious awards event, originally planned for April 2020, 
had to be rescheduled. The RNASA Foundation has evaluated the current status of 
COVID-19 cases and restrictions, and has decided to move the event, for what we hope 
is the final time, to September 3, 2021. With the vaccine becoming more widely 
available, it is projected that by September 3 we will be in a much better position to host 
this meaningful event for a large number of people. The event will still be held at the 
Houston Hyatt Regency.  Check our website for updates. 
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For further information, contact Rodolfo Gonzalez, chairman@rnasa.org. 


